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Moscowvows notto punish deserters 
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"P Soviet atirens living m Vilnius protest outside the central library against Lithuanian split from the Soviet Union (Reuter 

wirephoio) 


MOSCOW, March 28, (Agencies): The 
Soviet Union kept pressure on Lithuania 
to back down on its self-proclaimed 
independence, but pledged today not to 
pumsh army deserters seized in dawn raids 
this week. 

Lithuanian President Vymutas Lands- 
bergis sent Soviet leader Mikhail Gorba- 
chev a protest noLe yesterday, demanding 
the return of 12 arrested soldiers, saying 
they had been “kidnapped in an act of 
aggression against the people of Lith- 
uania.” 

But Mecys La u rink us. chairman of a 
Lithuanian Parliamentary Commission, 
announced during a television programme 
early today that the recruits seized from 
hospitals would merely return to their 
units and continue their servioe. 

“Lauriakus said he had been told the 
deserters will not be punished.*’ a journal- 


ist at Lithuanian radio told Reuters by 
telephone from the capital. Vilnius. 

“They mil go back to their units and stay 
either until they finish their term or until 
completion of negotiations between Mos- 
cow and Vilnius.” he said. 

The Soviet Defence Ministry today 
accused Lithuanians of waging a 
propaganda campaign against the army, 
which had moved in the day before to seize 
deserters in ihe breakaway republic. 

In a statement, the Defence Ministry 
said Lithuanian nationalists were trying to 
discredit the army by saying it was increas- 
ing the size of its Lithuanian force. 

“Its organisers have revised it in order to 
support illegal, anti-constitutional 
activities of the Lithuanian government 
focused on the republic's session from the 
USSR.,” the military statement said. 

The statement, published in national 


newspapers Loday accused the government 
of giving Lithuanian deserters from the 
Soviet army passports and sheltering them 
from Soviet authorities since the republic 
declared its independence from Moscow 
on March 1 1. 

■‘The republic's Interior Ministry 
organs refuse to take steps to detain them 
and bring them back to Lheir army units." 
the statement said. 

It also said the deserters were being 
registered in '‘defence units” that it said are 
now being formed in deiiance of a decree 
issued last week by Soviet President. Mik- 
hail Gorbachev. 

On Tuesday, Red Army soldiers entered 
two Lithuanian hospitals to drag away 
deserters who had taken refuge there. Also 
yesterday the army occupied the Vilnius 
office of the Communist Party, which 
broke with the Moscow-based party last 


year. 

Gen. Valentin Varennikov. commander 
of Soviet land forces in Lithuania, said 23 
deserters had been seized. Hecontended 
they had become "militants” in the nation- 
alist movement and were "undergoing 
special training” at one of the hospitals. 

■ Meanwhile. Soviet authorities closed 
Lit* i uania to foreign joumalisLs. diplomats 
and businessmen as the standoff with the 
breakway republic centred a new. more 
volatile stage. 

In Moscow. Soviet Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Yuri Gremilskikh said yester- 
day that all foreigners were being asked to 
leave Lithuania and temporarily refrain 
from entering its territory. 

Diplomats already had been banned 
from the republic late last week, and jour- 
nalists outside Lithuania were told they 
could not travel here. 


Colombo 
cabinet 
dissolved; 
PM quits 

COLOMBO. March 28, (Agen- 
cies): President Ranasinghe 
^Premadasa dissolved the cabinet 
™oday as a prelude to appointing 
a new council of ministers, a sen- 
ior government official said. 

Cabinet spokesman Ran j an 
Wijeratne said Prime Minister 
Dingiri Wijetunga resigned 
earlier in the day. clearing the 
way for Premadasa’s action. 

Wijeratne, who held the posts 
of foreign minister and deputy 
defence minister, said 
Premadasa would name a new 
prime minister and cabinet 
tomorrow. 

Wijetunga, who took office 
March 3, 1989, gave no explana- 
tion for his resignation, 
Wijeratne said. 

"When he was appointed, the 
president had said the term 
would be a one-year period, the 
dissolution of cabinet. was effec- 
tive 12 noon (0630 GMT), 
today," Wijeratne said. 
a The dissolved cabinet , which 
had been appointed after 
Premadasa's United National 
Party won the parliamentary 
election, had 21 ministers and 50 
deputy ministers. 

The Sri Lankan constitution 
provides the prime minister with 
a rubberstarap office and gives 
all executive powers to the 
president The president is the 
head of state and government 
and the commander-in-chief of 
the armed forces. 

The dissolution of the cabinet 
gives Premadasa an opportun- 
nity to remove critics within his 

• own party from the cabinet 

During his first year in office 
Premadasa persuaded India to 
withdraw its peacekeeping 

• troops. 

■ He also has forged a fragile 
$ pact with Tamil guerrillas in the 

• north and successfully contained 
an ultranationalist Sinhalese 
uprising in the south aiid the cen- 
tre of the island. 

Wijeratne, speaking to repor- 
ters. said Premadasa told a 
cabinet meeting yesterday morn- 
ing that he intended to realign his 

ministerial portfolios. 

UK detains 
two Iraqis 

LONDON. March 28, (AP): Cus- 
toms agents arrested three people, 
including two Iraqis, at Heathrow 
airport today for attempted arms 
smuggling, an official source said. 

The source, speaking on condition 
or strict anonymity, told the 
Associated Press that “a number or 
other people" were also picked up in 
‘9 southeast England in connection 
with the case. . 

Asked about unconfirmed repons 
that the arms involved included 
devices for triggering nudear 
weapons, the source said. I think 

^^offiiatScothndYaid 
London’s police headquarere. said 
two people were arrested ai Head*- 
row and are being held at a London 
police station for questioning. 
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Pull out of Lebanon, 
Soviets tell Israelis 

American missionary killed 

MOSCOW, March 28, (Agencies): The Soviet Union has deman- Lebanon as a gross violation of international law and the known 
ded an end to Israeli interference in Lebanon’s internal affairs and United Nations Security Council resolutions. The Soviet Union 
Israeli troop withdrawal from that Arab country, Soviet Foreign believes that any projects to plunder Lebanon’s national resour- 
Ministry spokesman Gennady Gerasimov said at a briefing today, ces are unlawful” Gerasimov was quoted by Tass as saying. 
"The Soviet Union considers the Israeli occupation of South "Such actions are unlawful and inadmissible," he stressed . 

The Soviet Union has cut the 




Bomb blasts in Beirut 


BEIRUT, March 28, (Agencies): 
A car bomb exploded near* base 
controlled by maverick Gen. 
Michel Aoun’s army 'in the 
Christian enclave _ yesterday, 
wounding three soldiers. Aoun’s 
television station reported. 

The report was broadcast as 
Aoun’s troops and Lebanese 
Forces militiamen under rival 
Christian leader Samir Geagea 
duelled with artillery and tank 
fire in mountains northeast of 
Beirut, killing two people and 
wounding four. 

The television report said the 
car packed with 50 kilogrammes 
(110 pounds) of explosives 
detonated before sunset on. the 
road to the Roumieh barracks, 
base of Aoun’s crack 8th 
Brigade. 

The station gave no further 
details and police said they had 
no information on the explosion. 

Another bomb exploded 
under a car parked near a 
mosque in West Beirut's Com- 
modore district at 8:50 pm (1850 
GMT), wrecking two 
automobiles but causing no 
casualties, police said. 

No group claimed respon- 
sibility for either bombing. 

Police said the artillery 



Christian children stand near a burned tank's tower in battered East Beirut. 
(Reuter wirephoio] 


exchanges flared in the highlands 
of Kesrouan province, 20- miles 
(32 kilometres) northeast of 
Beirut. 


Aoun’s troops and the 
militiamen also traded sniper fire 
in East Beirut’s residenual dis- 
tricts of Ash rally eh and Badaro. 


Ethnic violence 

2 killed in Hyderabad 

HYDERABAD, March 28, (AP): Gunmen killed two more peop|e 
yesterday, prompting authorities to impose an indefinite curfew in this 
southern city and order security forces to shoot violators, police said. 

At least 20 people have died since Saturday in the latest round of 
ethnic violence in troubled Sindh province, police said. 

Marauding gunmen opened fire yesterday, killing two people and 
injuring more than a dozen others, police said. Local authorities 
damped the curfew at 5:30pm (1230 GMT) and issued shoot-on-sight 
orders to police and army personnel patrolling this dty or 700,000. 

Since 1 985, more than 800 people have been killed in ethnic violence 
in Hyderabad and the port city olKarachi. about 100 (1 60 kilometres) 
to the south. 

The main combatants are Sindhi nationalists, who want greater 
autonomy or independence for thesoulhem province, and the Mohajir 
Qami Movement representing Indian immigrants to Pakistan follow- 
ing the partition in 1947. . , . , . 

Police have refused to say who was involved in tne latest shootings or 
to which group the victims belonged. 


Pakistan fails 
to launch ship 

KARACHI, March 28, 
(Reuter): Prayers, rosewater 
and Pakistani Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhutto were not 
enough to get the You Yi-20 
into the water yesterday. 

With champagne banned in 
Islamic Pakistan, Benazir 
smashed a bottle of rosewater 
over the bow of the 17,300- 
tonne vesel and declared: "1 
hereby launch .and name the 
ship You Yi-20." 

As a local clergyman led prayers 
for the ship's good fortune ... 
nothing happened. The bulk 
carrier built for China stub- 
bornly refused to move. 


number ofits diplomats in Beirut 
after threats by a Muslim group 
to attack countries involved in 
the mass exodus of Soviet Jews to 
Israel, diplomatic sources said. 

They said the Soviet mission 
had sent home some of its 
diplomats and their families and 
had asked remaining staff to 
minimise their movements. 

Meanwhile, France has halted a 
two-month peace drive in Lebanon 
where it failed to end an inter-Chris- 
tian war, political sources said today. 

They said French Ambassador 
Rene Ala has informed Maroniie 
Patriarch NasraUah Butros Sfeir, 
Lebanon's senior Christian spiritual 
leader, that France was stopping its 
efforts. 

The halt of French efforts height- 
ened fears of renewed all-out war in 
Lebanon's Chriiian enclave between 
troops of General Michel Aoun and 
Lebanese Forces (LF) militiamen. 

An American Christi an mission- 
ary was shot dead at his home in the 
Israeli-controlled part of South 
Lebanon and a leftist Lebanese 
group said today one ofits units had 
killed him. 

Security sources said William 
Robinson, a 56-ycar-old former US 
marine from Chicago, was killed last 
night by three masked Arabic-speak- 
ing gunmen armed with Kalashnikov 
rifles at the village of Rasbaya Al 
Fookhar. 

In Jerusalem, Bill Wolford, 
administrator of the international 
Christian embassy, said Robinson 
was shot as his family prayed with 20 
handicapped children they looked 
after. 

“They were having a time of wor- 
ship. Three men broke in, tied them 
up and shot him front of everyone," 
Wolford told Reuters after speaking 
to Robinson's wife Barbara. 

Security sources in Lebanon said 
the gunmen had separated Robinson 
from his wife and four sons. One son 
found him in a bathroom of their 
home shot once in the neck and twice 
in the back, they said. 

In Beirut, the pro-Syrian leftist 
■Lebanese National Resistance Front 
claimed responsibility in a message 
relayed by telephone. 

“One ofourimils last night carried 
out the death sentence against 
William Robinson who was working 
to set up Israeli settlements on 
Lebanese soil to settle Jews there.” it 
said. 

The From groups leftist parties 
including the Lebanese Communist 
Party, the Syrian National Social 
Party (SNSP) and the Lebanese wing 
of the Syrian Baa Lb Party. 

Robinson had worked as an evan- 
gelical missionary in Lebanon since 
1983, remaining despite US legisla- 
tion banning American citizens from 
the country because of hostage-tak- 
ing by Iranian-backed extremists. 



Rare ray shark 


Manly Oceanarium staff member Ian Gordon looks at ‘Noel’ a rare Ray shark on Tuesday which was caught north ol 

Sydney recently (Reuter wirephoto) 

Massive hunt in Srinagar 

12 militants escape 


SRINAGAR, India, March 28, 
(Agencies): Twelve militants 
opposing Indian rule in Kashmir 
have escaped from a maximum 
security jail, police said today. 

A security check at midnight 
revealed only an empty cell, 
prompting a massive hunt 
through Srinagar, summer 
capital of Jammu and Kashmir, 
India's only Muslim-majority 
slate. 

There were immediate susp- 
icions that the 12, all kept in one 
cell of Srinagar central jail, might 
have had inside help to get out of 
the heavily guarded prison. 

Police said most of the 
militants were members of the 
Jammu and Kashmir Liberation 
Front (JKLF), one of the leading 
groups fighting either for an 
independent Kashmir or to join 
Muslim Pakistan. 

All were held under tough 
ami-terrorist legislation that 
allows detention without trial for 
up to two years. 

More than 200 people have 
been killed in Kashmir since mid- 
January when long-simmering 
resentment against Indian rule 
burst into violence. 

Most of the deaths have been 
in the Kashmir valley, where the 
secessionist groups have their 
greatest support. The valley’s 
main towns have been under 
almost constant curfew since the 
anti-Indian campaign erupted. 

An indefinite curfew was 
imposed on Hindu-majority 
Jammu yesterday and troops 
were brought in to patrol the 
streets after six people were 
injured in fights between the two 
groups sparked by the alleged 
defilement of a Hindu temple. 

The Indian government says 
about 25.000 families have fled 
the violence in the Kashmir 



Delhi police try lo restrain supporters ol Raiiv Gandhi's Congress Party 
demonstrating in New Delhi yesterday against whaf they call 'the black budget 
which put up petrol prices and sparked tears of more inflation. About 5.000 
people took part in the demonstration. {Reuter wirephoto) 

valley, most of them Hindus who Trust of India news agency 


went to Jammu despite militant 
assurances that their targets were 
picked on political, not sectarian 
grounds. 

Three people were killed in the 
Kashmir valley yesterday, two of 
them Hindus accused of being 
police informers. 

Tension had been rising in 
Jammu with the influx of 
refugees and repeated demon- 
strations against Muslim 
demands to be free of Indian rule. 

Meanwhile, Hindus, enraged 
by the sight of a calf’s head, 
fought Muslims with knives, iron 
rods and rocks yesterday, prom- 
pting the government to call out 
the army and impose a curfew, 
police and news reports said. 

At least nine people were 
injured in the clash, the Press 


reported. 

Hindus consider cows sacred, 
and unlike Muslims, do not eat 
beef. 

Police said a round-the-clock 
curfew would remain in effect for 
a second day after a young 
Muslim injured in the Jammu 
fighting died in hospital early 
today and a Sikh temple was 
attacked in the middle of the 
nighL 

They said the attack, which 
caused only minor damage, was 
seen as an attempt to draw Sikhs 
into the conflict. 

Also today, the first signs 
emerged of dissension between 
the 30 or so groups fighting 
Indian rule in Jammu and Kash- 
mir. 


Afghan rebel rockets kill 27, Soviet plane crashes in Kabul 

KABUL, March 27, {Agencies): At least 27 
pconk were killed and 22 injured yesterday 
when guerrillas fighting Afghanistan s Soviei- 
backed government (fried rockets into the 

“tiSEZfito said a missile hit a Soviet 
pyushin-76 air transport bnngmg «ipph« to 
Kabul as it was about to land- The aircraft 
crashed in nearby mountains and burst into 

fl^ktiers cordoned off the crash ate. All 10 
members or the crew were believed killed. 

Official Kabul Radio said 27 people were 


killed in four separate rocket attacks on thecity . 
It was the first day or the fasting month of 
Ramadan and the streets were more crowded 
than usual. 

Most of the victims were in a van which was 
hit by one of the four US-made surface-to-sur- 
face missiles fired from the Paghman area west 
of Kabul, the broadcast said. 

A second rocket scattered shrapnel in the 
antral market, injuring at least three people. 
Large pools orblood remained in the street after 
the wounded were taken away. 

Kabul radio blamed the attack on "criminal 


extremists", a term used for Pakistan-based 
Western-backed rebels who have also attacked 
several cities in the south in what the govern- 
ment fears could be the start of a new offensive. 

It was not clear if the Soviet plane was hit 
during the rocket attack. Some Kabul airport 
officials denied that it was shot down and said it 
had a mechanical failure. 

it was the first Soviet aircraft to crash in 
Afghanistan si nee Soviet troops left in February 
1 989, aiding a 1 0-yea r occu pa lion . Moscow has 
continued to send' aid to Kabui and the Soviet 
news agency Tass said the aircraft was eanying 


non-mihuir} supplies. 

Tuesday's missile onslaught was the most 
devastating since a failed coup attempt against 
President Najibullah on March 6 led by Defence 
Minister Shahnawaz Tanai. 

Acting Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Mohammad Naqib said in Kabul that govern- 
ment troops killed 39 rebels in fierce fighting 
around the besieged eastern garrison town of 
Khost on Saturday. 

In Pakistan, guerrilla sources said gunmen 
killed an exiled Afghan exile political worker in 
the northwestern Pakistani town of Peshawar. 



Grand Opening 
the Blue Belt Video Co. 


is pleased to announce the opening of its 
new branch in 
Fahaheel 

today, Thursday at 8.00 pm 
Al Dabbous Complex Tel. 3919780 
Free memberships on the occasion of the opening 
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Philippine rebels 
lau nch offens ive 

Nestle executive killed 


ines 

inga 


MANILA, March 28, (Agencies): Communist guerrillas have launched a series of attacks in the Philippi 

to mark the2 1st anniversary of the founding of their rebel army, hitting military and police units and kiliii 

Nestle executive. 

At least 25 people have died in the past week including, the Filipino senior vice-president of Nestle 
Philippines Inc, in an apparently co-ordinated offensive, police said today. 

Police and the para-rnilitary Philippine Constabulary were on full alert ahead of tomorrow s anniversary 
of the founding of the New People's Army (NPA), launched on March 29, 1969 to spearhead an intended 
communist takeover in the country. . 

President Corazon Aquino has promised to neutralise the NPA by the end of her term in 1992 and has 
refused mlltn with the communists unless they give up violence. 


Four gunmen shotdead Nestle 
executive Froilan Pablo as he 
watched a company-sponsored 
tennis match in the Manila 
suburb of Cabuyao on Monday 
evening. The gunmen escaped 
after threatening to shoot into 
the horrified crowd, police said. 

"It was a professionally 
executed hit," a spokesman for 
the Swiss-based multinational 
said today. He said it could be 
linked to a protracted labour dis- 
pute at Nestle, and Pablo had 
previously received a series of 
death threats. 

Brigadier-General Alexander 
Aguirre, head of the Manila Con- 
s tabu! ary Command, said 
military intelligence had 
anticipated the rebel offensive in 
the capital and other parts of the 
Philippines, and put anti-terror- 
ist squads on alert 

In the latest incident a soldier 


and a communist rebel were 
killed in a Manila street gunbat- 
tle at dawn today when a military 
patrol accosted seven youths 
painting “long live NPA" 
slogans on Manila walls. The 
youths threw a home-made 
bomb at the patrol and shot dead 
one of the soldiers. 

Police said the patrol killed one 
of the gunmen after a chase 
through city streets. The slain 
gunman bore a tattoo ofa red star 
on his ankle, police said. 

In the most serious attack, two 
soldiers and 12 militiamen were 
killed when NPA guerrillas hit an 
army station in the southern 
province on Davao last Satur- 
day, according to the military. 
Two guerrillas died in the attack. 

There have been other attacks 
around Manila and in the south- 
ern island of Mindanao. 

The Philippine military says it 


has turned the tide against the 
NPA, which has now lost the 
ideological initiative because of 
the collapse of communism in 
Eastern Europe. 

The NPA, building on deep 
divisions in the Philippines bet- 
ween rich and poor, grew iu 
strength from a few dozen men in 
1969 to 25,000 in mid- 1988, 
according to military intelligence 
estimates. 

The NPA still hopes to seize 
power in the Philippines in the 
next 10 years, but the military 
says it has cut the number of 
guerrillas to 19,000 and is rolling 
back the number of villages in the 
countryside under NPA 
influence. 

The military chief of staff on 
today ordered two generals and 
19 other officers to stand trial in 
connection with a failed coup 
agaisnt Aquino. 


r ? 


NEW DELHI, March 28. (Reuter): Hardline 
Sikh members of parliament from India’s trou- 
bled Punjab state plan to resign in protest 
against a government decision to postpone state 
assembly elections, sources in the AkaK Dal 
Party said today. 

SimranjitSmgh Mann, leaderof an Akali Dal 
faction, was co fleeting the resignations of MPs 
loyal to him and was expected to submit them 
tomorrow, they said. 

A mass resignation by Akali Dal MPs would 
be a major setback for the four-month-old 
government or Prime Minister VUhwanath 
Pratap Singh, who has given top priority to 

43 drown as 
boat capsizes 
in Bangladesh 

DHAKA, March 28, (Reuter): At 
least 43 people drowned and 60 were 
reported missing Monday night 
when a motor launch hit a sandbank 
and sank on the Naf River near the 
southern border town of Teknaf, 
state-owned Bangladesh television 
i Tpjd yesterday. 

Officials said the rest of the 153 
passengers, travelling from the resort 
town of Cox's Bazar to Teknaf, 
swam ashore. 

United News of Bangladesh said 
the privately-owned boat was carry- 
ing 153 people back from Burma 
after a day's trip Monday when it 
sank during high tide. 

The Naf River is a natural boun- 
dary between Burma and Ban- 
gladesh near Tekhnaf, about 288 
kilometres (180 miles) south of 
Dhaka. 

The agency quoted survivors as 
saying the feny veered and sank after 
passengers crowded onto one side to 
pull up a chOd who had fallen into the 
river. The child was among the dead. 

UNB quoted local officials as say- 
ing the final death toll would proba- 
bly be higher as man) 
were presumed de 


bringing about a political settlement in Punjab. 

. Sikh separatists have fought for an indepen- 
dent homeland they call Khalistan {land of the 
pure) for nearly a decade. More than 2,000 
people were killed in Punjab last year and more 
than 600 have died so far this year. 

Akali Dal sources said Mann was angry with 

the government for seeking a further extension 
of direct rule of Punjab from Delhi. 

Singh promised during the campaign for last 
Novembers elections, in which the Congress 
Party was bandied out of power for only the. 
second time in 42 years, that Punjab state elec- 
tions would be held as soon as posable. 


' The state has been ruled directly by Delhi 


Minister, dismissed its elected government. 

Six of the hardline Sikhs elected last Novem- 
ber belong to the Akali DaL Two of the three 
others, elected as independents, owe allegiance 
to Mann. 

Mann, a former senior policeman detained 
for five years in connection with the assassina- 
tion of prime minister I n efira Gandhi in October 

1984, was elected by a huge maton. 

He was freed just before RajivleFi office after 
being elected from his jail cell, but has yet to take 
his oath. Mann had given as bis reason 


Parliament’s refusal to allow him to 
one-metre (three-foot) sword made the biaM 

“*1 Dchs are obliged by their 

sword ordagger. Most cany a symbolic dagger 

Mann’s supporters said be had calledam^ 

take the oath as a member of Parhameut. 

They said he was expected to submit 

resignation along with those of his 
aftCT deUvering a speech, which was to focus on 
Punjab. 


Pro-democracy students in Nepal stage demonstrations 


KATHMANDU, March 28, (UPI): About 
seven vehicles, one carrying tourists, were 
stoned yesterday during a demonstration in 
western Nepal by about 2,000 students sup- 
porting the country's month-old movement 
for multi-party democracy, opposition sour- 
ces said. 

Nobody was reported injured during the 
incident near Tribhovan University in the 
western town of Palpa, although five students 
were repored injured in a separate incident in 
which students using knives and stones sla- 
shed at the Mecfai University Campus in 


southeastern Nepal. 

A report by the official National News 
Agency said one of the rival groups of 
students at theMechi Campus was boycotting 
classes and holding anti-government 
demonstrations. The report suggested the 
other group of students was pro-government, 
although it did not specify any reason for the 
altercation. 

Opposition sources said Lhe violent demon- 
stration by about 2,000 students at the Trib- 
huvan Campus in Palpa began when police 
tried to break up a meeting in support of the 


opposition campaign. 

The Trained Nurses Association of Nepal 
said yesterday it will join today's planned 
strike by doctors in the three cities of the 
Ka thman du Valley to press their demand for 
the release of their jailed colleagues, a spokes- 
man said. 

It was not known how many doctors have 
been arrested during the movement. The 
association has about 1,000 members in the 
valley. 

The Nepal Paramedical Association had 
said earlier it would join the strike. 
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Two South African riot policemen stand guard a! a rally In the black township of Kwa-Thama, east of Johannesburg. 

(Reuter wirephoto) 

Troops deployed to control infighting 

Zulus go on rampage 


JOHANNESBURG. March 28, 
(Agencies): Hundreds of troops 
and police deployed today in 
Natal province to try to halt 
bloody clashes between 
thousands of heavily-armed 
blacks from rival factions. 

Army units were de; 
around Edendale near 
maritzburg after some 2,000 
Zulus with guns and knives went 
on a rampage against supporters 
of the rival United Democratic 
Front. Police said patrols used 
shotguns and tear-gas to disperse 
mobs, attacking and . burning , 
houses andof|jces, . j.;'' 

i 

dasher ini-the,areaiswih: at toast : 
one person dead and about 20 
injured in the fighting. But local 
reporters, who did not want to be 
named, said up to 14 people had 
been killed and scores oi houses 
sent on fire in communities 
around Edendale. 

“Things are completely out of 
control. It looks- terrible. There 
were 2,000 people fighting it ont 
with guns and other weapons," 
said a journalist reached by 
phone. The journalist asked not 
to be identified. 

Local residents said hundreds 
of troops wore seen deploying 
nearf ' 


Army spokesman Col John 
Roltsaid troops had been sent to 
the area to aid police, but gave no 
further details. 

Zulus went on the rampage in 
the area after opponents stoned 
buses and other vehicles return - 
Sunday from a Zulu rally, 
said. Police said Zulus 
hijacked buses to truck in hun- 
dreds of armed youths for the 
fighting. 

Hundreds of terrified residents . 
in black townships around Eden- 
dale had abandoned their homes 
today -and -fled into -the coun- 
tryside, residents said. 

“It’s a bloody war ont there,” 
said a medical worker. 

Hundreds of people have been 
lolled in black faction Editing in . 
recent weeks in Natal. The Zulu 
tribe’s Inkatha Movement is 
fighting the UDF for control of 
theregion- 

Both groups are anti-aparth- 
eid, but Inkatha supports 
ite states for different 
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tribes or ethnic groups. The 
UDF wants a black majority 
government ruling all of South 
Africa. 

Several local le aders charg ed 

era. giving them ammunition and 
hehnngtnem attack rival UDF 
fighters. The leaders were 
appealing to government 
to force police to act 


Tort* by Nelson Mandela 
and other black Leaders to end the 


fighting have failed despite 
extensive appeals for peace. 

In other developments. 
President F.W. de Klerk said in . 
parliament in Cape Town last 
night that a date could not be set 
for ending apartheid laws. He 
said the government wanted to 
move as quickly as possible, but 
the issue was linked to pending 
talks on ending white-minority 
rule. 

The government is to meet 
with the African National Con- 
gress April 11 to try and dear the 

- wayfor-trikson sharing political 
power with blacks. 

African National I, Congress- 

- leader Wahei^Sisuhr^aasd blade 
leaders would complain about 
Monday’s police shooting what 
the ANC meets government 
leaders April 11. 

BavumDe VtUkari, a spokes- 
man for the Vaal civic associa- 
tion representing several town- 
' ships south of Johannesburg, 
said 14 people had died during 
the shooting, orafrerwards in the 
hospital, when police fired on the 
protest march in the township of 
Sebokeng. . 

Police officers, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, confir- 
med that five blacks were killed, 
and said about 260 people wen: 
hurt, half of them by ponce. 

The officers said the police 
fried in self-defence when the 
armed crowd surged forward to 
attack. 
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NEWS IN 
BRIEF ; 


Population boom 

BANGKOK, March 28, (UPI): Vtat- 

nam '< population has topped 64 

■million, is growing at the alarming 
rate of 2.3 percent per year and conw 
reach 80 miUion by the end of the 
decade, a preliminary sample of the 
national census showed. 

The Vietnam News Agency said 
that a preliminary population report 
based ona 5 percent sample of census 
information gathered last year 
showed that Vietnam's population 
was 64.4 milli on on April 1, 1989 — 
an increase of 11,7 million in ten 
years. 

Bus crash: 41 dead r 

CALCUTTA, March 28, (UPI): A 
private bus with more than 60 people 
aboard plunged from a bridge west of 
Calcutta aim struck power lines, 
igniting lhe vehicle, killing at least 41 
people and injuring 20 others, police 
said 

The mishap occurred at around 11 
pm Monday near the town of 
Kharagpura, located about 60 miles 
(100 km) west of the West Bengal 
state capital of Calcutta, police said. 

China denies 

BELTING, March 28 (Reuter): A sen- 
ior Chinese official on Wednesday 
dismissed as rumours foreign reports 
that Beijing had begun exporting 
short-range missiles to the Middle 
East. 

“Don't believe in rumours,” said j' 
Foreign Ministry spokesman Li 
Zhao ring when asked to comment 
on the reports. Li, recently promoted 
as assistant to Foreign Minuter Qian 
Qicheo, declined further comment. 

Namibia pardons 

WINDHOEK, March 28, (Reuter): 
President Sam Nujoma of newly- 

independent Namibia announced a 
wide-ranging amnesty for prisoners 
on Tuesday and warned the tiny 
mixed-race Baster tribe that their 
attempts at secession were illegaL 
He excluded first offenders senten- 
ced for murder, rape, robbery, stock 
theft and comm er c ia l offences carry-^ 
mg sentences of longer than two" 
years. 

Battlefield victories . 

PHNOM PENH. March 28, (AP): 
The Vietnam-backed government, 
having passed a crucial ba tt le fi eld 
test, appears more entrenched 
domestically, and may make fewer 
compromises in negotiations to end .. 
the country’s 3 1 -year-old crvil war. K 
The avowed September pullout of 
Vietnam’s farces left Che untested 
and jittery Phnom Penh government 
facing a three-party guerrilla coali- 
tion that includes the powerful 
Khmer Rouge. 

Vietnam bans 

BANGKOK, March 28, (AP): Viet- 
nam has the export of rare 

forest products, hoping to stem 
serious deforestation due to war and 
a rapidly growing population. 

Toe ban was issued recently by the 
Forestry and External Economic 
Relations Ministries and the general 
customs department, the official 
domestic radio, Radio Hanoi, repor- 
ted. No date' for the ban was 
specified. 

Cuong dies 

BANGKOK, March 28, (AP): Viet- 
namese Navy Commander Adm. 
Giap Van Cuong has died, the ,*• 
official Vietnam News Agency ‘ 
reported Wednesday. He was 78. 

The officer died of an unspecified 
flfaiess on Tuesday at a military hosp- 
ital in Hanoi, the national capital, 
said the report, monitored in Ban- 
gkok. 

Official resigns 

BANGKOK, March 28, (AP): 

Thailand’s top military officer, act- 
ing supreme commander Gen. 
Cbavaut Yongchaiyudh, said Tues- 
day he has submitted his resignation 
and was considering an offer to join 
the cabinet. 

“I have handed in my resignation,, 
but it is not yet effective,” Chavalit, 

57, told reporters. 
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siseE? 3 ^^^^ 
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SmSMUyb aid' 0 " ' '" London Tuc * b !' niehi. auction^ 

■Jrf«»w>ft2a5ssaM&7r^ 

LEWNGTON, Kentucky; Horseman William Stouter, 
<^TJm 35 u 3 ^ JsUBCS T ‘ Kir * of "Star Trek," won 

rigSda SoS y ,n a dis P ut c ov er breeding 

hr^Jl!? 86 * al Shaincr hadn't agreed to a lifetime 
ceding agree mem wnk Lexington horsewoman liwi« 
Johnson. The agreement would have allowed her to breed 
two mares a year to one of his stallions. 

«Ji° e U , ! stiCB served." Shatncr said after the 

verdict. I know l ve satd that manv limes in fiction. It s a 
pleasure to say it in reality." (AP) 

* • • 

habits die hard in the Soviet Union. 

- . ‘ wou ‘. "kc to stress the responsibility of local Soviets 
in introducing new forms or product ion\ comrade KJunsfa- 
~ ev ' vcnl on *9 sa ^- Mid a television newsreader on 
Tuesday re pon i ng on a speech to the presidential council. 

Goodness, I m sorry — “comrade Gorbachev went on 
to say, he added hastily. 

Nikita Khrushchev, President Mikhail Gorbachev's 
predecessor three decades ago. led the Soviet Union from 
\964, launching the campaign to end dictator Josef 
Italia's influence and introducing a cultural thaw before 
he was ousted by the politburo in favour of Leonid Brezh- 
nev. He died in 1971 . 

Soviet television declined to identify the newsreader. 
1 Reuter) 

WASHINGTON: The Nation! Science Foundation 
announced Tuesday a grant programme of up to S80 
mffien aimed at helping is nuke American students No. 1 
w the world in science and math achievement within 10 
years. 

Currently, US students perform more poorly on science 
and math achievement tests than their counterparts in 
many industrialised nations. (UPI) 


‘Miraculous aubergine’ 

LONDON. March 2S. (Reuter): Thousands of 
Muslims have flocked lo the house ofan Asian man in 
centra! England who says he has found the name of 
Allah written inside an aubergine. 

Zahid Kassam. 32. said yesterday that when the 
aubergine (eggplant) was cut open, the seeds formed 
the name of Allah in Arabic. 

Up to 4,500 pilgrims have visited Kassam 's modest 
house in the town of Leicester since the local mosque 
said the vegetable was a holy object. 

“1 feel it is m> duty to show these people what has 
happened. We feel very blessed,” Kassam said. 

• His wife Farida bought the aubergine at a local 
shop and found the inscription as she was preparing 
to cook it. 

Last week an Asian living in nearby Nottingham 
also claimed to have found an aubergine with the 
name of Allah inside it. 


NEW YORK: O. S tinman Rockefeller, 30-year-old heir to 
the Rockefeller and Carnegie Fortunes, was flown back to 
New YorkTuesday for treatment of shark bfteShe suffered 1 
in Fiji 

P m-tgfrBw ttnH hit. ■' 

wife"' the former" Nancy* Cirmegie <if the. Steel fortune* 
returned to fhe Unit® Slates accompanied by a medical 
team, according to a spokesman for Forbes magazine. 
(UPI) •. 



Alex Wendler (left) and Rua Thomas (right) posa with their 
son Daniel who died yesterday He was born with his heart 
outside his body. (Reuter wirephoto) 


Malformed heart baby dies 

MELBOURNE. Australia. March 2S. (Reuter): A 
baby boy, bom with a malformed heart outside his 
body died today. 1 3 days after undergo ng an opera- 
tion to repair and replace bis heart insidea rebuilrand 
enlarged chest cavity. 

Daniel Thomas probably died from a bloodstream 
infection, a spokesman for Melbourne s Royal Chil- 
dren’s Hospital said. 

The seven-hour operation, believed to be unique, 
took place immediately after Daniel s birth on March 

1 ^Surgeons reconstructed his chest by slicing existing 

ribs length wise and drawing the pieces forward along 

his body to create a complete nb cage. . . 

There have been 44 recorded cases world-wide of 
both partial ectopia, where the heart protrudes from 
the body and total ectopia. Darnels condition. 
Tterchave been 20 operations to correct partial 
ectopia, which seven babies survived. 


Glenda Jackson signals her victory after she was sel- 
ected to stand to» parliament (Reuter wirephoto) 


Jackson selected 

LONDON. March 2K. (Reuter): Oscar-winning 
actress Glenda Jackson was selected to stand for 
Parliament by Britain's opposition Labour Party 
yesterday and pledged, to go«. up acting if she was 
elected. 

Jackson. 53. who won an Academy Award as best 
actress for her performance in the W74 film "A 
Touch or Class.” heal three other women contenders 
to win the righi to contest a north London con- 
stituency in the next general election. 

Jackson will contest the Hampstead and Highgate 
constituency, now held with a slim majority by Sir 
Geoffrey Finsberg of the ruling Conservative Party. 

Labour is currently well ahead in opinion polls, but 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher docs not have to 
call a general election until mid- 1 { N2. 

Jackson, j member of the Labour Party from the 
age of 18. has appeared in downs of piays'and films, 
including “Women in Love” and “Sunday. Bloody 
Sundav.” 


PALERMO. Sicily: Family and friends of Giuseppe Tor- 
natore toasted his Academy Award for best foreign film at 
an ail-night party at his parent's home outside Palermo. 

Only after Toma tore called from Los Angeles at 8:30 am 
(0730 GMT) did his parents and four brothers and sisters 
get to bed. 

"To be honest. 1 thought the film would win but never 
said anything so as not to bring bad luck." said his sister, 
Daniels. (AP) 

MILAN, Italy: Financier Carlo de Benedetti was ques- 
tioned for six hours T uesday by a judge about his 65 days as 
a vice president ofBancoAnbrosiaao, which failed in 1982, 
touching o(T Italy's largest banking scandal. 

Afterward, De Benedeui told reporters he was "serene 
and satisfied’* because he told the magistrate "the total 
honesty of my behaviour." ( AP) 

* a * 

WASHINGTON: The USsupremecourt Monday refused 
to enter a case involving a claim that a bank discriminated 
against an Indian native for refusing to issue him a credit 
card because he was not a US citizen. 

The court refused to hear a case brought by Jeetmdra 
Bbandarf seeking review of a ruling by the Sth -US Circuit- 
Court of Appeals. (UPI) 

, m .**?■. ' . i: 

BERN: The Swiss News Agency reported Tuesday that 
there are 18.4 cases or Aids per 100.000 inhabitants in 
Switzerland. 

The number or cases increased by 9 between January 
and February, reaching 1.220, the majority of which 
remain mainly within the so-called ‘high-risk’ groups, 
namely homosexuals and drug users. (Kuna) 

ZARAGOZA, Spain: A doctor who had defied an obscure 
terrorist group was killed Tuesday when a pistol-wielding 
woman marched into his office, fired bullets into his head 
and chest, and sped away with an accomplice, police said. 

The doctor. Ramon Munoz Y. Fernandez, helped force- 
feed two convicted terrorists during a recent hunger strike 
of members of the extreme-left group, called Grapo, a 
Spanish government official in this northeastern city said. 


Monk, nun in love 

ROUEN. France. March 28. (Reuter): Two neigh- 
bouring monasteries in northwest France have been 
left leadcrless after the abbot and prioress resigned, 
citing an emotional attachment. 

Catholic church officials said yesterday Philippe 
Aubin. 49. ahhot at the Benedictine abbey of Bcc- 
Hellouin. explained he resigned because of his feel- 
ings towards Marie Ephrcm. prioress at the Sainte- 
Francoise Romainc monastery two km (one mile) 
away. 

The 55-year-old prioress herself quit after hearing 
of his resignation. 

“When a monk and a nun cannot fulfil their 
commitments, especially u hen they arc in charge of a 
community, ii’s unfortunate for both their establish- 
ments." Joseph Duval. Archbishop of Rouen, told 
Reuters. 


TOKYO: A Japanese research group at Yokohama 
University, near here, has developed a coded Integrated 
Circuit (IC) card that protects computer networks and fax 
machines from being accessed by hackers or any unauthor- 
ised users, it was reported Tuesday. 

The coded IC card was developed by a group led by 
Professor HidekJ Jnuu. It has a built-in microcomputerand 
allows easy access if the user i':ds a secret code and an 
adapter for the new system. (Kina) 

WASHINGTON: The US navy's top-ranking female 
officer said on Tuesday that no one knows how well 
women could perform in combat and she doubled that the 
United States was ready to test them. 

Rear Admiral Roberta Hazard lold the Senate defence 
appropriations subcommittee that women had the skills to 
fly combat planes, operate ships and perform other com- 
bat jobs. (Reuter) 

• • • 

LONDON: Jewellers Ktrtcbmsky, whose audacious crea- 
tions are dc rigueur in some jet-set circles, said on T uesday 
they had crafted the ultimate Foster Egg. 

The two-foot (half-a -metre) tal! egg. made from 15 kg 
137 pounds) of gold and sludded with 20.000 pink 
diamonds, will go on sale ai seven million pounds (SI 1.3 
million). (Reuter) 
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Half billion suffer from tropical diseases: WHO 


WASHINGTON. March 28. (UP!) Nearly 
one person in 10 throughout the world 
almost a half-billion people .suffers from one 
or more tropical diveave* and the situation i> 
getting worse, the World Health Organisation 
said yesterday . 

Of those infected, a WHO report said, most 
live in poor countries with less thjn 5400 per 
capita income annually and ini<st live in Africa. 

"The whole population of i he (African) con- 
tinent- 500 million people is at risk from at 
least one tropical disease." the report said. 

The diseases ean cause tremendous pain and 
suffering, ranging from ulcers, internal organ 
damage, and gross defomuiiev of face and limb, 
to blindness, brain damage and death, the 
report said. 

“Beyond their toll of individual illness and 
death, these tropical diseases have insidious 
effects on society.” said Dr Hiroshi Nukujima. 


director-general of ihe United Nations health 
agency . 

“They impede national and individual 
development, make fertile land inhospitable, 
impair intellectual and physical growth and 
exact a huge cost in treatment and control 
programmes “ 

WHO estimates included 27ti million people 
with malana. 200 milium people with schis- 
tosomiasis. caused by water-borne parasites, w 
million with lymphatic filariasis. the cause of 
elephantiasis. 16 million in IK million with 
chagas disease. 17 million with onchocerciasis, 
known as “river blindness.” 12 million with 
leishmaniasis, and 10 million with leprosy. 

Most of the diseases arc caused by liny, 
complex parasites. Inserts spread all of the 
parasitic diseases except schistosomiasis, w hich 
is spread by fresh ‘water snails, and leprosy, 
which is caused by a bacteria and thought to be 


transmitted through the nasal discharge <>i 
infected people. 

In addition, the report estimated there arc 
25.000 new cases each year of African trypan- 
osomiasis. known as “African sleeping sick- 
ness.” an often fatal disease caused b> parasites 
iransmittcd by the bile of the tsetse ii> . 

“Because of the nature of the diseases, they 
can spring up after years of eontroj." said Dr 
Jose Najera . ji rector of W' HO’s tropica 1 disease 
control programme. “We are fighting an 
elusive target. Vigilance and research are twoof 
our most important defences.” 

While tropical diseases arc often considered 
the result of poverty, the WHO report said ihe 
process of economic development can provoke 
outbreaks. It cited Brazil as an example, where 
development of the Amazon nver is creating 
new breeding sites for malaria-carrying 
mosquitoes. 


"Tropical diseases were once considered dis- 
eases of the rural poor.” Najera said. ''They still 
are. hut now they arc also closely associated 
with people's need to eu m i ncomc - for exam- 
ple. with the recent massive migration from 
rural to urban areas and withnewirrigationand 
mining projects." 

In Africa, the report said, nearly 400 million 
people nearly 80 per cent of the population 
arc at risk from malaria and lictie has been 
done to control ihe situation. Other rampant 
tropical diseases in Africa are schistosomiasis, 
nver blindness and African sleeping sickness. 

Asia, the report said, has an estimated 100 
million or more c.ise» of tropical diseases each 
year, with the m.'iaria. schistosomiasis and 
fiJarusts seen us the .’-tost serious. 

in Central and So-nn America, more than 35 
million arc infected. There, the most serious 
• liv.MM.-s are ehaga:>. and schistosomiasis 


Sydney’s 

‘granny 

killer’ 

arrested 

SYDNEY, March 28. (AP): Police 
today said they arreted Sydney's so- 
called “granny kilter," charging a 58- 
year-old nan with the bludgeoning 
deaths of six elderly women in the 
city’s leafy north shore suburbs. 

The suspect, John Wayne Glover, 
also was charged in the city local court 
with a seventh attempted murder. He 
also faces several other assault and 
robbery charges. 

During the yearlong murder spree, 
sax women — all at least io their eight- 
ies — were found bludgeoned and 
strangled outside their homes. The 
killings terrorised the elderly in the 
fashionable northern suburbs, and 
police set np a special 4 0 member 
“granny killer “ Cask force. 

One of the victims was 84-year-old 
sociable lady Winifred* Ashton, and 
newspapers referred to the hunt Tor the 
“society killer.** Police at the time 
said they were hunting a psychopath 
and issued several sketches of a man in 
his twenties. 

They did not explain the dis- 
crepancy. A spokesman refused to 
answer media inquiries, saying he 
could oot prejudice the coart case. 

Pablicsaid Glover, a sales represen- 
tative, was married and Dviug with Us 
family until his arrest a week ago. He 
made do plea and bail was refused. 
Magistrate Kevin Waller ordered him 
held in tile psychiatric wing of North 
Bay jail pending his next coart 
appearance on May 9. 

The court beard that in several of 
the attacks Gloves allegedly ased a 
hammer to bludgeon his victims and 
then strangle them with their stock- 
ings. In each case, the victims were 
followed home after shopping trips. 

Glover also was 'charged with four' 
coants of indecent assault, two 'of 
coasts of assault and robbery and owe 
count of assault daring the port 12 
■xwlkv- 

Glover was foond unconscious 
March 19 m the home of a 60-year-old 
Joan Sinclair, who had been bashed 
and strangled to death with her stock- 
ings tike the others. Pofice prosecutor 
SgL Robert Redgern said Glover was 
lying in a bathtub having drunk a bot- 
tle of whiskey and taken a large 
tity of prescription drugs. 

He also was charged with Che i 
dere of Gwendolin MitcheUnfi, 82, 
Lady Winifred* Ashton, 84, Mar- 
garet Pahod, 85, CVve Cleveland, 81, 
and Monel Falconer, 92. No motive 
has been established Tor the crimes. 

In addition. Gloves was charged 
with the attempted murder of 86-year- 
old Doris Cox, who was found brutally 
bashed in the grounds of a retirement 
home in Sydney last October. 


First-ever 

triple 

transplant 
patient dies 

PITTSBURGH, March 28, 
(Reuter): Cindy Martin, the 26- 
yesrold woman who became the 
world's first and only heart, liver 
and kidney transplant patient in 
December, has died of complica- 
tions from hepatitis. 

. Officials at the University of 
Pittsburgh hospital where the 
transplant was performed on 
December 3 and where Martin 
bad been recovering, said Martin 
died on Monday night from 
recurrent hepatitis, whidi resulted 
in multi-system faOure with an 
oyerwhelming infection called 
sepsis. 

Sepsis is a common post-trans- 
plant complication, Lisa Rossi, a 
hospital spokeswoman, said yes- 
terday. 

Just after die surgery, Martin's 
doctors had said they hoped the 
operation would add five to 10 
years to her life. 

Martin’s condition had varied 
between critical and serious since 
the 21-boor operation, and she had 
spent rime on and off a respirator, 
Rossi said. 

She said Martin's liver and kid- 
ney had failed on Monday, but 
there was no damage to her trans- 
planted heart. 

Martin’s doctors decided in 
September, 1989 that she needed a 
triple transplant operation after 
her liver failed during an operation 
to remove her gall bladder. 

Her first heart transplant three 
years earlier, necessary because 
Martin suffered from an inherited 
heart disease, had failed to take 
hold and her kidneys were 
damaged bycydosporine, an anti- 
rejection drug. 

Martin had also suffered from 
the liver disease hepatitis before 
the triple-transplant operation, 
Rossi said. 



Legendary designer Heiston (centre] died on Monday in 
San Francisco at age 57. From led. appearing in Halston 
gowns, are 1 Martha Graham. Betty Ford. Elizabeth Taylor 


and Liza Mmefli Halston was sulfering trom Kaposi's 
sarcoam. a form ot cancer frequently associated with Aids. 
(Reuter wirephoto) 


Famed fashion designer Halston dies 


SAN FRANCISCO. March 28. (AP): The famed fashion 
designer Halston. who began his career as a hatmakerand 
became one of the guiding forces in fashion, has died at the 
age of 57, a hospital spokesman said yesterday. 

Halston. bom Roy Halston Frowick.died in hissleepat 
1 1:21 pm Monday (0721 GMT Tuesday) at Pacific Pres- 
byterian Hospital, according to nursing supervisor David 
Rein. 

His brother. Robert Fro wick, said death came after a 
long battle with cancer. 

A top-rated designer. Halston designed the Pillbox Hat 
worn by Jacqueline Kennedy at the presidential inaugura- 
tion of her husband. John F. Kennedy, in 1961 , and later 
pioneered the use of ultra-suede. 

Known around the world for his originality and flair. 
Halston designed clothes for such celebrities as Mrs Ken- 
nedy. later Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis. and Lauren 
Bacall. Liza. Minnelli and Bianca Jagger. 


His designs were characterised by a classical simplicity 
and the use of fine materials, and were considered an 
American response to European eclecticism. 

“The Halston label on a dress or perfume tells a woman 
that what she's buying will be recognised as 'right,' ” 
Vogue magazine once said, “tha l it's more than just stylish . 
it's in good taste." 

Halston was bom April 23. in Des Moines. Iowa, and 
attended Indiana University and the Chicago Art Ins- 
titute. He began making hats while still in college. 

I n 1 958. he went to work for Bergdorr Goodman depart- 
ment store in New York City as a milliner, and later began 
designing Bergdorf s ready-to-wear fashions. He opened 
his own couture house in 1 - S8. 

He added a ready-to-wear range, called Halston Inter- 
nalionaL in 1970.’ and Halston originals in 1972. His 
business was acquired by Norton Simon in 1973. and 
Halston later added menswear and a perfume to his line. 


France plans 
to raise 
fag prices 

PARIS. March 28. (Reuter): 
France, alarmed ai its increasing 
number of deaths from smoking, 
plans to raiv: cigarette prices 1 5 
per cent and progressively ban 
ad verliscmenls and sponsorship, 
government officials said yester- 
day. 

With official figures showing 
almost one out of eight French 
deaths caused by smoking 
65.000 people last year, com- 
pared w ith an estimated 50.000 in 
1985 - 'be government hopes io 
halt what..; os a public health 
disaster. 

On Wednesday Ihe cabinet is 
set to adopt the anti-smoking 
plan, which will be put to 
parliament next spring, and also 
approve moves to cut advert- 
isements for alcohol, responsible 
for 45,000 deaths in 1989. 

The officials said ihe govern- 
ment was debating whether to 
ban smoking in public places but 
did not intend to follow the "pro- 
hibitionist” policies of the 
United States, where smoking 
was banned last week on domes- 
tic flights under six hours long. 

‘"niisis not the United Stales. 
We want to convince people to 
give up, we do not want to force 
them." an official said. 

The price rise and advertising 
ban would aim first to protect 
children, many of whom start 
smoking before their teens. 

Cigarette producers say the 
French smoke an average 1,695 
cigarettes per person each year, 
compared with 2,8*!0 in Greece, 
2.267 in the United States, 1,912 
in West Germany and 1,699 in 
Italy. 
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Future Video Systems, now 
from National 



National 
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National Video NV-L250EM 
has been designed to play 
recordings of two different . 
systems, PAL and NTSC on 
one traditional PAL Television 
set This feature allows you to 
watch the video cssette you 
select on either any of the two 

Note abbot NTSC symnm: The pfctm wtf 
shrink wttasHyondiwo parallel bbdi 
wipes appear on top and bottom of 
topcare Tha is not on ndcatton lor 
any fault in operation. Ptc&ro may also 
sartshskm and Scan be adjusted 
avough to TV ptcan ad^oer 
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systems. National has combined ail control 
and operation keys In one integrated 
remote controller unit to provide you com- 
plete comfort in operating your set You can 
choose the programme and control the set 
while you relax at your seat Besides these 
advanced technological features. National 
has laid a special care on bringing out a 
modem design. NV-L250EM Video* gives 
today the most clear and sharp picture 
among the future videos. 

Available also in NV-L15QEM 
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NV-L250EM VU5 


i ’- $ 


< 









1 ixiinwi- ■ . 




~ :;-;t.v-^ 


INTERNATIONAL 




Police on alert 


A plainclothes policeman. sifts amongst the wreckage of a car blown-up by a 
bomb on Tuesday in Athens. The car belonging to a Bulganan diplomat was 
one of 12 cars owned by foreign diplomats destroyed in separate incidents. 
Police have been on alert (or guerrilla attacks before national elections 
scheduled for April 8. (Reuter wirephoto) 


Hawke may win 
4-seat majority 


CANBERRA, March 28, 
(Reuter): Prime Minister Bob 
Hawke today prepared a revam- 
ped government for his fourth 
term in office in anticipation of a 
Labour Party of three or four 
seats after Saturday’s Australian 
general election. 

Hawke’s expectation of a 
workable parliamentary majo- 
rity grew as electoral commission 
counting in the last marginal 
constituencies in the dose poll 
showed a swing towards Labour. 

Labour Party officials said the 
swing, from postal andpreferen- 


we can muster. We cannot afford 
anything less,” he told reporters 
today. 

The swing away from Labour, 
which had a 22-seat majority 
before the poll, was blamed by 
party analysts mostly on econ- 
omic factors such as high interest 
rates on home and commercial 
loans. 

Australia, suffering from a 
poor trading performance, also 


has an 118 button dollar ($14 
billion US) net foreign debt, 
inflati on of 7.8 per cent and an 


tial votes, could give Labour up 

ill 


to 76 seats and the Liberal/ 
National parties’ coalition 71. 

The present tally, with seven 
marginals pending, is Labour 72 
seats, coalition 68 and one 
independent, the commisison 
said. 

Hawks, in power since 1989, 
held talks with left, centre and 
rightwing factions of his Labour 
Party on a revamped team for a 
fourth successive term. 

Finance Minister Peter Walsh, 
who this week gave warning that 
Australia was in grave economic 
trouble, called for a rejuvenated 
team in parliament, which 
resumes in early May. 

The Labour Party caucus 
had” a moral responsibility to 
elect the most talented ministry 


unemployment rate of 6.5 per 
cent. 


Political analysts said a sig- 
nificant government change is 
likely to be that Treasurer Paul 
Keating will be given the 
additional largely ceremonial 
role of deputy prime minister, 
replacing the retired Lionel 
Bowen. 


Keating would continue as 
treasurer until Hawke, who has 
vowed to serve his full tbree-year 
term, step down, leaving Keating 
positioned to replace nun, party 
sources said. 


Any blood-letting in the coali- 
tion, which considered the elec- 
tion presented its best chance to 
govern for seven years, would 
wait until the final result was 
announced, party sources said. 



Police constables lan Dixon (left) and Tony Reniker ot the Corona police station 
with their bicycles which they use for patrols due to a shortage of police cars in 
country areas of New South Wales. (Reuter wirephoto) 


E. German SPD agree to coalition 


EAST BERLIN, March 28, (Renter): 
After several delays. East Germany’s 
new parliament now looks set to meet 
next week— withanew coalition govern- 
ment on the way soon. 

East Germany’s Social Democrats 
(SPD) agreed to begin pidiminaxy talks 
with the election-winning Christian 
Democrats (CDU) on fonning the coun- 
try’s first non-communist government. 
Talks are set for tomorrow. 

Moves towards forming a coalition 
appeared to be gathering pace, but the 
spectre of the hated former Stasi security 
police still hangs over the country. 


Opposition activists who helped spark 
1 astycar’s revolution announced protests 
in five cities for tomorrow demanding 
that all 400 newly elected parliamen- 
tarians must be investigated for possible 
Stasi links. 

Whispered allegations that some of. 
them were informers for the Stas have 
already delayed the business of forming a 
government. 

Earlier the SPD, distant second in East 
Germany’s first free elections, hinted 
that it was ready to drop its long-held 
insistence that the CDU must leave its 
right-wing partner, the German Social 


Union (DSU), out of any coahtion. 

But the Soaal Democrats drew up a list ■ 
of tough preconditions for entering talks . 
with the Christian Democrats and war- 
ned that more would follow if acoahtion 
was to work. 

The conditions included the govern- 
ment’s immediate recognition of the Pol- 
ish-German border and a guarantee of 

sotila] security for afl East Germans when, 
the two Gennanys unite. 

Despite the Social Democrat 
demands, CDU leader and likely Prime 
Minister Lothar de Maizrere said he was 
pleased — a sentiment which will be 


heartily seconded in Bonn. 

Guenther Mateuda, the acting 
president ofEast Germany's Parliament 
(Votkskammer) winch was elected in.the 
first free ejections !0 diy ago, called a 
meeting today of afi 12 parliamentary 
parties, to confirm the new 400-seat 
chamber would convene for the first time 
next Tuesday. ' 


. . *>•*■&■ 
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CDU spokesman Helmut Lueck said 
time was pressing and that De Maiziere 
hoped to set up a government by nud- 
ApriL - . .■.■■ _ 

Fearing the Stasi accusations t»uld 


delay German unity _ 
Chancellor Helmut KoW 
Berlin to get on wkh.fonmng^gca 
meat. 

Kohl said he backed a call 
interior Minister- Wolfgai 
for an amnesty for most of 
109,000 informers woriring'fott 

whidi has been disb 

communist system coUapsedlast 



*’ Thc Roxnan Catholic 
yesterday appealed to East^ 
treat the ousted and affinjj 

leaderErichHoiteckerwith’ 




Soldiers 
protest 
extension 
service 


of 


BUCHAREST, March 28, (AP* 
The army announced yesterday 
that military service wiH he exten- 
ded by two months, immediately 
prompting a noisy protest by more 
fran Romania® soldiers. 

As appeal by Defease Minister 
Victor Stanadescu, which was 
read os national television last 
right, said the regular 12-mooth 
serrice would be temporarily leng- 
thened by “at most two months.” 
It was based on a decree of the 
ruling provisional council of 
national rarity. 

Maj. Gen. Constantin Stefaa- 
esen who appeared on TV after the 

decree was read, said; “The 
presence of experienced soldiers 
(nearing completion of their term) 
is necessary so that preparations 
for the coining elections can go 
smoothly.” 

Romania’s first multi-party 
elections are scheduled to be heM 
on May 20. 

Soldiers bearing signs reading: 
“We don’t want to be mocked,” 
and “we want the decree 
revoked,” gathered in front of the 
government building on 
Bucharest’s Victoria Square, 
where they were confro n ted by 
several hundred heavily armed 
guards who s u rro un ded the com- 
plex. 

Groups of soldiers varying in 
number from several dozen to 
more than 300 marched in the 
right through the capita] from 
their barracks on the outskirts to 
join their comrades. They were 
greeted with loud cheers and bear- 
hugs when they reached the 
square; 


“Wedon’t want to be Bed to any 
longer,” chanted the protesters, 
who started arriving at the sqnare 
soon after Staaadescn’s appeal 
was broadcast on tefevirion. 

“The Romanian Army has 
proved tohe a factor of stability hi 
the cotnrtryi” the decree said, 
adding that *4he situation in some 
parts of Romania has shown that 
measures are necessary for 


the army/ 

This was a reference to recent 
unrest in Transytvama, where 
bloody dashes occurred between 
Romaaiaas and members of the 2 
uuQkm-strong edmte Hungarian 
minority. 

“That is why the period of 
mifitaiy service will be lengthened 
by not longer than 60 days,” the 
aunoameuaeut quoting the decree 
said. 

“MBitary experience (of the 


Ever since the overth ro w last 
ItecexnberofRomauia’s common- 
ist dictator Nicolas Cea^ sescu, in 
winch: the army played a decisive 
role, the mBitmry has been used 
repeatedly to ensure law and order 
and to prevent poBtical and ethnic 


Itsiatest action was in the Tran- 
sylvanian dty of TSgru Mores, 
where thousands of soldiers were 
deployed last week to halt an out- 
break of mtercommmal fi ghting 
between Romanians and eUs 
Hungarians. 

But the morale in the armed 
forces has been reported to he low 
in recent months, and protestersln 
Bucharest complained that condi- 
tions for the ordinary soldiers 
were “very poor.” 

“We are used as unpaid work- 
ers, with very little food and no 
said a cor- 


instruction means forced laboor. 

Drnmg Ceausesca’s nde, ranch 
of the army was engaged k bedd- 
ing Eds grandiose projects, in 
Bucharest and elsewhere. 


Forum tops 



Hungary’s former reds defeated; runoffs on April 8 


BUDAPEST, March 28, (Reuter): Hungarians gave the centre-right 
Democratic Forum a Wall lead and handed their former communist 
niters a severe defeat in Sunday's first round of free national elections, 
according to partial results. 

Total figures on party preferences announced yesterday gave the 
Forum 24.71 per cent of the vote against 21 .38 per cent for the Alliance 
of Free Democrats, a liberal-social democratic party founded by one- 
time dissidents. 


The ruling Socialist Party, founded last October to succeed the. 
Communist Hungarian Socialist Workers’ Party (HSWP), trailed m 
fourth place with 10.89 per. cent behind the reborn independent 
Smallholders Party on 11.76. • 


The HSWP, a party re-founded in Dccember by dic-hard commun- 
ists who refused to join the Socialist Party, polled just 3.68 per perit of 
Chevote. : . -V 


The party could be excluded 
from Parliament unless it 
boosts its tally to more than 
four per cent when separate 
votes for constituency can- 
didates are added in. 

The Alliance, which was tip- 
ped to win by most late opinion 
polls, could still defeat the 
Forum if it can piece together 
election pacts before a second 
round of voting at constituency 
level on April 8. 

Its leaders believe even the 
first-round gap will narrow 
when the constituency vote is 
taken into account 

The lateness of results has 
been a bitter frustration to 
voters, politicians and nearly 
2,000 foreign journalists who 
are covering the elections. 

More than two days after 
polls closed, the election com- 
mittee could not say what the 
results would mean in terms of 
the 152 seats to be distributed 
among Hungary’s 20 counties 
under a system of proportion 
representation. 

And it could not give an 
overview of the other half of 
Sunday’s vote — ballots cast in 
favour of specific candidates 
standing in the country's 176 
constituencies. 

Hungarians knew the iden- 
tities of only five of the 378 
members of Parliament, those 
who won an absolute majority. 

Candidates in the remaining 
171 constituencies will take 



in a run-off round on April 
ten of 


after which a third ba 
58 seats in parliament wifi be 
distributed according to 
national lists by a complicated 
transferable vote process. 

Election officials said the 
turnout was 63.15 per cent of 
Hungary’s 7.8 million electors 
for the county lists and 64.99 
per cent for the constituency 
vote. 

They blamed poor phone 
lines, a complex voting system, 
inexperience, bureaucracy and 
alleged dirty tricks in the 
Interior Ministry for delays in 
the results. 

This is how the top eight of 


the 29 competing parties per- 
the first-round elec- 


formed in 
tion: 

Hungarian Democratic 
Forum 24.71 per cent; League 
of Free Democrats 21.38 per 
cent; Independent Smallhol- 
ders’ Party 1 1. 76 per cent; Hun- 
garian Socialist Party 10.89 per 
cent; League of Young 
Democrats 8.94 per cent; Chr- 
istian Democratic People’s 
Party 6.46 per cent; Hungarian 
Socialist Workers’ Party 3.68,- 
Social Democratic Party of 
Hungary 3.55 per cent. 

Earlier in the day, Nemeth, . 
accused the Interior Ministry's 
electoral office of supplying 
incomplete information on the 
voting to the committee. 

Nemeth did not specify 
whether he thought the Interior 
Ministry, which many Hun- 
garians continue to associate 
with communist repression, 
was intentionally delaying 


results showing the old-guard 
Communist Party’s poor per- 
formance. 


Jozset AntaU (toft) leader of the Hungarian Democratic Forum, and ex-communist state minister Imre Pozsgay fpHowng 
the resultsof the first leg of the Hungarian polls. (Reuter wirephoto) ... ~ v * 



Trial resumes on 


NEW: YORK, March .28, (AP)s 
Seven women andfive men were, 
sworn in yesterday as jmtas in 
the racketeeing and fraud trial of 
former Philippine First Lady 
Imelda Marcos. 

The jurors indude two transit 
workers, three postal employees 
and two utility employees. Also 
on the panel are a retired 
secretary, a teacher’s aide, an 
engineer, a computer operator 
and an estate manager with a law 
firm. 


agqirfo^nnWfBTT cns- 

fler^few^as haft. .. _ 
block - the- foreign' ~baiik 
documents, but Keenan derided 
they were admissible because 
prosecutors had filed the proper 
certification. 


Keenan reserved decision on., 
the admissibility of documents 
from Italy, Switzerland and West - 
Germany, saying he would rule 
before the start of the dial’s 
opening arguments. 


The jurors, who were chosen 


late in the trial's fifth day, also 
will considercharges against Mrs 
Marcos’ co-defendant, Saudi 
businessman Adnan KhashoggL 
Federal Judge John F. Keenan - 
told the jurors to return to court 
April 3 when the trial resumes 
with opening arguments. 

In a written decision released 


earlier in the day, the judge ruled 
from I 


that bank records from Hong 
Kong, Singapore and the Philip- 
pines could be used as evidence 


Among the documents all- 
owed as evidence were 2,000 
pages of records from two trait 
accounts at the Standard Char- 
toed Bank ofHongKong, which 
prosecutors alleged were con- 
trolled by Mrs Marcos and her 
late husband. Ferdinands . 

Keenan said the government 
will use the trust account records 
to try to establish that the Mar- 
coses owned three Panamanian 
that in turn owned a 
l in New York City. 



Imelda arrives at federal court 
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ERA kidnapper released: The Irish 

Republican Army (IRA) kidnapper of Dutch 
industrialist Tiede Herrema was released from jail 
today after serving 14 years ofa 20-year term. 

Herrema welcomed the release, tdfing Irish state 
radio “there is no bitterness. I would beprepared to 
meet Eddie Gallagher again.” 

Gallagbcr, 42, married British hefress Rose Dug- 
Jewfauein] 


Man kills wife: A 29 : yeax-oW man killed bis . Eisenhower honoi redi on 


dale 


old son, Ruairi. (Reuter) 


prison and the couple have a 15-year- 


wife and seriously injured his baby daughter before 
committing suiade in a hospital corridor Tuesday, 
police said. 

Because the couple are both dead, “we’re having 
to find out from others” what caused the shooting 
at SL Catherine's Hospital, police spokesman Ger 
Straatman said. ( AP) • 


of his birth, US Congressmen dy Ti 


World War Two-ronimaiteer.who 





Trawler Impounded: The Nigerian navy 

impounded a Greek-registered fishing trawler yes- 
terday for fishing illegally in Nigerian waters, the 
offtdd news Agency of Nigeria reported. 

It said the captain and crew of the Oceanis Vfll 
have been detained at a naval base in Lagos, the 

eapiml, 

Tbe agency did not identify the captain Vr 
or say who owned the impounded vessel. (/ 


r name. 


Kosovo police purged: Seitnan police 

Tuesday began purging Kosovo's police force or 
ethnic Albanians accused of inaction during ethnic 
unrest in the troubled province. 

The Serbian police; who took direct control of 
the poBce force this weekend, also raided nine 
-ethnic Albanian homes, arresting six people awt 
seizing a cache of. weapons, ammuni tion, and 
230,000 West German marks, said the state news 
agency Tan jug (AP) . 


cold war. 

In a ceremony, lawmakers,* .. v 

honoured Eisenhower asthe “gObd ^Mfery ; fRJnt-’ 
Abflene, Kansas, sportsman, and gHr34^brteidn%. 
of the United States who died H .■ yp&rs^agp or 
Wednesday at the age of 78. (Rjortex) * ^ : ^->5 5 
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TV beamed to Cuba: Television Marti, a 
US-funded news and entertainment station based 
in Florida, beamed signals to Cuba for the first time 
on Tuesday and the Cuban government said it 
jammed the broadcast alter just 10 minutes. 

Calling the broadcast the beginning of a “crisis of 
incalculable consequences'’ in what it termed 
already poor relations between Cuba and the 
United States, Havana's statement added that 
Washington might be using the broadcasts to seek 
an excuse to launch a military invasion. (Reuter) 


Limits OU lobbyists: Foreigners are not ■ 
always required to disclose the minions of dollars 
they pay American lobbyists to promote t 
of view, witnesses told Congress Tuesday 


— " — Wfl W Q U UU 

to afi Ci flgtlicn tte agents icgistrsdon act so 

foreigners will not be able to subvert US national 
policy and national security. 

He singled out the Japaneseas among the biggest 



I registered agents for Japanese entities was over 
$ 120 miUiou. Hemz estimated. (AP) 


Beam weapons predicted to revolutionise war, spur arms trade 


WASHINGTON, March 28, (Reuter): 
Despite deep cuts in conventional forces, 
the superpowers are developing futuristic 
beam weapons which could revolutionise 
warfare and add to the How of arms to the 
Third World. 

In the eyes of some experts, beam 
weapons could change the nature of war as 
dramatically in the near future as the 
machine-gun did earlier in fee 20th cen- 
tury. 

Beam weapons range from shoulder- 
held laser guns that fee a concentrated, 
destructive ray of light to large high-tech 
devices that could destroy satellites by 


knocking out their electronics with power- 
ful radio transmissions or laser beams. 

According to US experts, the Soviet 
Union has fee edge over the United States 
in developing what is known as “directed 
energy weapons” and “radio frequency 
weapons.” 

After pouring huge sums into these 
fields for three decades, theSoviet Union is 
said lo be dose to deploying tactical beam 
weapons. 

In the United States, experts say, work 
on battlefield beam weapons — as 
opposed to space-based “star wars" 
equipment — has not been .affected by 


proposed cuts in deface spending as the 
threat of East-West war recedes. 


Wife the industrial world’s defence 
industries preparing to cushion the expec- 
ted loss of lucrative contracts, some inter- 
national arms experts predict that 
weapons now under development will 
eventually swell the flood of arms to 
regional conflicts. 

“The advent into the world's arsenals of 
directed energy weapons may be as 
revolutionary as was the introduction of 
fee other great weapon developments of 
the 20th century — the machine-gun and 


the atomic bomb,” according to the for- 
mer head of fee Defence Intelligence 
Agency (DIA), Leonard Ferrpots. 

Wri ting in fee latest issue oif Signal, the 


magazine of fee Armed Forces Commun- 
ications and Electronics Association, 


Perroots said fee new weapons would 
sooner or later come into the possession of 
countries hostile to the United States. 

■ The United States said yesterday it had 
determined .that the Soviet Union sent 
medium-range nuclear-capable missiles to 
East Germany, Czechoslovakia and Bul- 


garia and was decking whether the trans- 
fa- violated a 1987 arms control treaty. 


Surinam frees 
rebel leader 


PARAMARIBO, Surinam. March 
28, (AP): The government yesterday 
freed a gueniDa leader and 10 of his 

men arrested on Monday following a 

sbootont with tbc Army m which two' 
rebels were lolled. , 

Presidential spokeswoman 
Claudrne Vennunt said the govern- 
ment declared to release Ronny 
Brunswijt, leader of tbcjnngk: com- 
mando guerrilla movement, and his 
fellow bush negrogoernllv after dis- 
cussions with fee attorney general’s 
office over the charges placed against , 
them. 


re P °j* d etafliag' reported violation* : - 
against members of the small, leftfet:, 
movement for the fethefeind. The groan f 
take over an anny base on fe- 
Aires on Jan 23, 1989.(AP) 
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mideast 
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Afahani-^an^nir Aflha Khan * h ®ad of the UN office co-ordinating aid to 
S«S2;.?l? dr 2? ll !S a n . ew ® conference in teJamabad, yesterday said he 
coura QBd by hrs talks with Kabul governm ent. (Reuler wirephoto) 

Sudan welcomes 
ceasefire proposal 


KHARTOUM, March 28, (UPI): 
The United States has put a “com- 
mendable” proposal to the Sudanese 
government Tor a ceasefire in the 
country's 7-year civil war, a senoir 
st goveiment official disclosed yester- 
day. 

Col Mohamed Al Amin Khalifa, 
member of the ruling Revolutionary 
Command Council, said US Assis- 
tant Secretary of State Herman 
Cohen had set out a proposal to end 
the war which would also be put to 
the rebel forces of the Sudanese Peo- 
ple's Liberation Army. 

Hegave no details of the proposal, 
nor did he say when it was made, US 
officials in Khartoum were not 
immediately available for comment. 

“The Sudanese government is 
awaiting the reply of the rebellion 
movement to the proposal,” Khalifa 
said. 

■ The United Nations has launched 


a 5120-million relief programme for 
more than four minion Sudanese, but 
still has to overcome objections by- 
rebels who have fought the govern- 
ment for seven years. 

Michael Priestley, director of the 
UN relief programme operation 
Lifeline Sudan, said on Monday 
104.000 tonnes of food was needed 
for a bout 4.5 million southerners dis- 
placed or affected by civil war. 

He told a conference in Khartoum 
of government officials, the United 
Nations and donor nations that the 
operation would try to meet the 
needs of 223 million people in the 
souLh, 400,000 refugees in northern 
Sudan and 1.8 million displaced in 
Khartoum. 

■ Sudan released Hamza Hendawi, 
Reuters correspondent in Khar- 
toum, on Tuesday after four days in 
detention. 


Masked 
Arabs 
kill UN 
employee 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM. 
March 28. CAP): Masked Pales- 
tinians armed with axes and 
knives murdered a 32-ycar-old 
Arab who worked for the United 
Nations and wounded six of his 
relatives in a West Bank refugee 
camp, the army and Arab reports 
said today. 

Arab reports said the dead 
man. identified as Yasser Kaz- 
mous, had been accused of 
collaboration with Israel in 
slogans painted on walls in the 
Nut Shams refugee camp, where 
he lived. 

They said more than 50 
masked men participated in the 
raid and that they used a blow 
torch to break into the family 
home late last night. 

It was one of the bloodiest 
attacks involving a suspected 
collaborator in the 27-momh 
Palestinians uprising against 
Israeli rule in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

The army confirmed the death 
and said police were investigat- 
ing. 

The victim’s 70-year-old 
father and a brother were repor- 
ted in critical condition, and four 
other family members were also 
hospitalised with stabbing and 
beating wounds, Arab hospital 
officials said. 

Officials at the UN Relief and 
Works Agency, which oversees 
refugee aid programmes, said 
Kaamous was the Unrwa service 
officer in the Nur Shams camp 
and was responsible for supervis- 
ing camp activities and process- 
ing applications for UN aid. 



New Algerian party An Islamic fundamental- 
ist party called HezooHah will soon seek recognition 
from the Algerian Interior Ministry, the Algerian news 
agency APS said yesterday. 

it quoted a press statement from party leader 
Djamal Eddine Bardie as saying the party drew inspira- 
tion from the Holy Quran and the Prophet Moham- 
med (PBUH) and would “apply the justice of God 
among men.” 

* * 

Assad to visit Moscow: Syrian President 
Hafez. Assad will pay an official visit to the Soviet 
Union during the next few weeks, informed diplomatic 
squraE^m Moscow c^dosed. 

The sources tom Kuna that President Assad’s visit to 
' ■ i Moscow comes at the invitation of Soviet President 
r * t ' MikftMT Gorl^h^,«itfWill talSt place In the flm half 
of next April. (Kuna') j - " T. ' . * 

Mosque blast probe: Police said they were 
studying a note left at a mosque for new dues after 
unknown persons blasted its entrance three days ago. 
Cypriot Interior Minister Christ odouhos Veniamin. 
. who did not disclose the contents of the note, said an 
unexploded mortar shell was also found at the site of 
the" attack against the Oroerie Mosque hi Nicosia. 
(UPI) 

* * * 

KhaddafPs wife in Cairo: The wife of Libyan 

leader Col Muamraar Khaddafi arrived in Cairo yes- 
terday to pay herrespects to the family of Egypt’s late 
revolutionary leader Gamal Abdel Nasser, whose 
widow Tahiya died at the age of 70 on Sunday. Cairo 
radio reported. 

The radio did not give the name of Khaddafi s wife 
or any further details about her. It said Egypt's fust 
lady. Suzanne Mubarak, welcomed her at Cairo inter- 
national airport. (UPl)^ ^ 

Jordan Parliament adjourns: Jordan's new 

Parliament went into recess yesterday after four mon- 
ths in which it consolidated democratic changes but 
disappointed voters who believed it could work econ- 
omic miracles. ... 

Lower House Speaker Suleiman Arar said the 
assembly bad asked King Hussein to convene an 
extraordinary session after the holy Muslim month of 
Ramadan, to catch up on a backlog of work on legisla- 
tion..(Reiuer) 


gerofthe two countries should be sited in Libya but the 
secretary-general should be a Sudanese, Khartoum 
newspapers said today. 

The army newspaper Guwat A1 Mussallah quoted 
Colonel Mohamed A1 Amin Khalifa, a member of 
Sudan's 15-man ruling military junta, as saying the 
agreement reached on Monday laid down that the 
Sudanese secretary-general would be chore jointly. 
(Reuter) 

US war games off Libya: The Pentagon con- 
finned yesterday that US navy ships are conducting 
what it called routine exercises in the Mediterranean 
not far from the Gulf or Sidra, ofT the Libyan coast. 

,. ■ ."The Pentagon said there are 23 ship* involved m the ■ 
■ exercise, which is labelled “Week 90-B." The Pentagon 

spokesman Bob Hall said the 23 ships are all pan of the 

Eisenhower and Forrestal battle groups. (Kuna) 

* • • 

PLO gives US protest’ The Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) has protested to Washington 
at a US senate resolution recognising Jerusalem as 
Israel's capital. 

The PLO gave the US ambassadorin Tunis, Robert 
PeHetreau, a protest note on Monday describing the 
resolution as irresponsible, a violation of international 
law and a threat to regional security, the PLO news 
agency Wafa said. (Reuter) 

mm* 

Japan offered to help free hostages: 

Japan once volunteered to give Iran and Syria 560 
million in economic aid if those countries would use 
their influence to help release American hostages in 
Lebanon, a former white House official told Hcarst 
Newsservice. 

Then-president Ronald Reagan of the US repor- 
tedly agreed with enthusiasm to the deal in June 1 985. It 
fell through because Iran and Syria rejected the Japan- 
ese offer on the grounds they had no influence over the 
captors, said the former official. (AP) 

• • * 

Iran han&S two for Spying: Two men con- 
victed ofspyiog. theft and ''counter-revolutionary 
activities" were babged today in Iran’s southeastern 
Sistan-Balucbeslan province, the Islamic Republic 

N ^e / ^SS. r S^tored in Nicosia 

two as Abbas Raisi and Ahmad Janghi Rzabi. (AP) 
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Libya denies hand in Chad 


CAIRO, March 28, (UPI)-'. Libya 
yesterday denied that it carried out 
armed assaults against a number of 
locations along the Chadian-Sudan- 

ese border. Tripoli radio reported. 

The state-owned radio quoted a 
spokesman for the Libyan Foreign 
Ministry as saying Libya had noth- 
ing to do with the conflict between 
the Chad government and Chad 
rebels. . 

“Libya has nothing to do with the 
current fighting between the Chad 
government and Chad rebel forces," 
the radio quoted the spokesman as 


symg. 

Reports reaching Paris yesterday 
said heavy fighting had broken out 
along the Chadian -Sudanese border 
between troops loyal to Chadian 
President Hissen Habre and Rebel 
soldiers. 

Other reports said that cash-strap- 
ped Sudan, which has been moving 
toward greater unity recently with its 
oil-rich neighbour Libya, may have 
facilitated the movement of rebel 
troops, Libyan soldiers and military 
hardware to Chad from Sudan. 


Global conference must for Mideast peace 


WASHINGTON, March 28. (AP): For- 
mer presidem Jimmy Carter, just buck 
from a private peace-seeking mission lo 
the Middle East, said yesterday there will 
be no end to unrest there without an inter- 
national peace conference for the region. 

Carter, who briefed President George 
Bush for 35 minutes on his trip, said he was 
encouraged about the prospects for peace. 

"I think that there’s a general accep- 
tance now that a comprehensive peace is 
not only necessary but 1 think inevitable," 
he said. 

Nonetheless, Carter said it was distress- 
ing that the Middle East is still in turmoil 
11 years after he helped negotiate the 
Camp David accords between Israel and 
Egypt. 


Carter refused to predict when any kind 
of negotiations might begin in the Middle 
East. The United States has long opposed 
such a broad-ranging, many-nations con- 
ference. preferring direct negotiations 
among the stales involved. 

The Israeli coalition government recen- 
tly fell, not long after Bush stirred con- 
troversy by criticising ihe settlement of 
Soviet Jews in East Jerusalem. 

The United States has been pressing 
Israel to open talks with the Palestinians of 
the territories occupied by Israel in 1967, 
and Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak 
has been trying to pul together a Palestin- 
ian delegation. Carter noted. 

“I think our government ought to use its 
maximum influence — not pressure — in 


Israel and the other countries as well to go 
lo the bargaining table to find peace." he 
said. 

There will be no end to the intifada — 
the term used for the Palestinian uprising 
against Israel — until ’’there is an inter- 
national peace conference.” Carter said in 
remarks at the Centre for Strategic and 
International Studies, a think tank he 
visited after his trip to the White House. 

Carter said he believes the intifada was 
caused by the way the Israelis have treated 
Palestinians. 

Carter said he brought up human rights 
repeatedly in Israel, complaining about 
practices such as detaining Palestinians for 
12 months without allowing access to a 
lawyer. 


iraselis of all parties have said prospects 
for talks with Palestinians were threatened 
by Bush's statement that the United States 
did not want to see additional Jewish set- 
tlements established in the occupied 
territories, including East Jerusalem. Past 
US statements on the subjects have not 
specifically mentioned East Jerusalem, 
which Israel has annexed. 

Carter defended Bush’s statements. “I 
think what Presidem Bush has expressed is 
a policy that’s been our government’s ... 
for the last 23 years.” 

The US government has for years insis- 
ted that the final status of East Jerusalem 
could be determined only by negotiations. 

Carter visited Israel. Egypt. Syria and 
Jordan on his latest trip. 


Uprising 
will go 
on, says 
Arafat 

NEW DELHI, March 28, (Agen- 
cies): PLO chairman Yasser 
Arafat declared yesterday that 
the Palestinian uprising against 
Israeli role in the occupied 
territories would continue in 
“wave after wave* 1 regardless of 
the outcome of Israel's political 
stalemate. 

On the second day of a three- 
day visit to India, Arafat also con- 
demned the US Senate for approv- 
ing a resolution calling for recog- 
nition of occupied Jerusalem as 
the capital of IsraeL In a news 
conference he said it would harm 
prospects for Middle East peace. 

Prior to meeting the press, 
Arafat held a “working lunch" 
with Prime Minister V.P. Singh 
and received an honorary doc- 
torate of science degree from the 
Jamia Mifia Islamia, a leading 
I slami c university. 

Arafat, recognised by India as 
the president of Palestine, also 
accepted the 1988 Jawaharial 
Nehru award for international 
understanding, an annual award 
named after India's first prime 
minister. 

President R. Venkataraman 
reaffirmed India’s support for the 
PLO and an independent Pales- 
tinian state and told Arafat: 
“May yonr steadfast journey lead 
you to total victory." 

At his news conference, Arafat 
said a resolution of Israel's 
political leadership stalemate 
would have no affect on the upris- 
ing against Israeli rale in the 
occupied Gaza Strip and the West 
Bank. 

“They think this will enable 
them to win time which would 
allow them to eliminate the 
intifada. Bot this intifada will con- 
tinue, wave after wave, until rod of 
the Israeli occupation,’’ Arafat 
said. 

“From the beginning they have 
been dying to wm time," Arafat 
said. “They think this wiB enable 
them to...un«hilate the intifada 
(uprising). 

“To resign or not to resign, elec- 
tions or no elections, this intifada 
wfll continue,” he stud, rejecting 
as “silly” a question on whether 
the uprising in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip was margin- 
alisiiig the exiled PLO leadership. 

He accused the United States 
and other unnamed countries of 
refasfog to admit Soviet Jewish 
migrants suggesting that many of 
the 100,000 Soviet immigrants 
which Israel expects tlds year had 
really wanted to settle elsewhere. 

Arabs fear many of the Soviet 
Jews wiD settle in the occupied 
territories where Palestinians 
demand their own state. 

“Doors for fawnmration have 
been closed in the US,” Arafat 
alleged, blaming the “inter- 
national Zionist movement” for 
the Soviet Jewish migration 

“Now there’s a massive trans- 
fer of them from one place to 
another, which is against human 
rights.” 

Arafat today left for Calcutta 
to West Bengal state after holding 
talks with Indian leader. 
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Al Mulla Group of Companies, announces that Mr. 
Sameer Sami Wanis Hanen is no longer working with 
our group, effective 1st March 1990. 


The Al Mulla Group wiil not be 
responsible for any deals 
concluded by the above person 
with others in the name of or on 
behalf of any of the companies 
within the Al Mulla Group. 


Bader Al Mulla & Brothers Co.. WLL 
Saleh Jamal & Company 
Maseelah Trading Co. W.L.L. 

Al Mulla Rental & Leasing of Vehicles & 
Equipment Co., WLL etc. 
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OCCUPIED JERUSALEM. March 28. (AP): 
Politicians from the left and right found themselves 
in rare agreement yesterday in anger over an ultra- 
orthodox rabbi's remarks denouncing the secular 
life-style of Kibbutzim, Israel’s communal agricul- 
tural settlements. 

Leader of the centre-left Labour Party, Shimon 
Peres, meanwhile, said he will push for early elec- 
tions if he fails to form a new government rather 







Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir (left) who leads a caretaker 
government walks past Labour leader Shimon Peres (centre) and 
former defence minister Yitzhak Rabin (right) during a ceremony at 
President Herzog's residence. (Reuter wirephoto) 

Progress on Sahara dispute 

ALGIERS. March 28, (Reuter): UN Secretary-General Javier Peres de Cuellar 
said yesterday he bad made progress in solving the 1 5-year-old Western Sahara 
dispute during a regional tour. 

In a sense we have made a certain progress,” he told reporters after talks 
designed to advance the holding of a referendun on the future of the former 
Spanish colony, claimed by both Morocco, and Algerian-backed Podsario 
guerrillas. 

“But there are still problems lhaL we must try to resolve as soon as possible. It 
is a slow process.” 

Both sides have agreed to hold the referend u n on independence or absorption 
into Morocco under UN auspices, but they disagree on whether Moroccan 
troops, administrators and settlers should withdraw first. 

Perez dc Cuellar met Algerian Presidem Cbadli Benjedid yesterday after 
earlier talks with Morocco's King Hassan and Pohsaxio secretary-general 
Mohammed Abdelaziz. 


than gite the rival right-wing Likud bloc a shot at 
putting together a coalition. 

Peres suffered an apparent setback yesterday 
when three left-wing parties said they were suspend- 
ing coalition talks with the Labour Party until if 
becomes clear Peres still has a good chance lo form a 
government. Israel Radio reported. 

The Citizens Rights Movement. Mapam and 
Shinui parties command 10 parliament seats and 
had earlier committed themselves to 
helping Labour put together a gover- 
nment. 

Peres spoke, a day after he failed to 
pick up a crucial endorsement from 
Rabbi Eliezer Schach. the spiritual 
leader of two small ultra-orthodox 
religious parties. Labour needs the 
parties’ support, as well as the left- 
wing factions', to secure a majority in 
the 120-member parliament 
Kibbutzim are held in high esteem 
in Israeli society for their history of 
settling and defending the country. 
But in his speech Monday night. 
Schach bitterly accused the com- 
munal farms of abandoning 
Judaism. 

“There are Kibbutzim that don’t 
know what Yom Kippur is or the 
Sabbath ... and they raise (non- 
kosher) rabbits and pigs,” Schach 
said Monday night “Do they have 
any links with their forefathers?" 

Peres on Tuesday defended the 
Kibbutzim, who constitute the core 
of Labour support but refrained 
from criticising Schach in an 
apparent effort not to alienate die 
. rabbi. 

'This is not tbe sum total of what 
the Kibbutzim have done hi this 
country,” Peres said, referring to 
Schach 's remarks. “They built the 
land, they settled it ... they spilled 
their blood for this country.” 

Incensed Israeli leftists protested 
yesterday at Schach’s criticism of 
secular Jews and sharply attacked tbe 
religious establishment, 
ds a caretaker Yossi Sarid of the leftist Citizens 
■5 (centre) and Rights Movement argued that ulcra- 
a ceremony at orthodox Jews, most of whom are 
nr , )n \ exempt from army service, have done 

no ; little for Israel. 

■ Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat 
was quoted today as appealing for 
the rise of an Israeli leader whit the 
courage or France's Gen. Charles de 
Gaulle to work outasettlement to the 
Palestinian problem. 

“We are offering the peace of the 
brave. Is there .a De Gaulle or an Ian 
Smith in Israel?” Arafat asked in an 
interview published in the Saudi 
Arabian newspaper Asharq Al 
Awsat. 

■ Foreign Minister Mosbe Arens 
sidestepped a plea by Lithuania's 
presidem calling on Israel to open 
diplomatic relations and said the 
country would not interfere m inter- 
nal Soviet affairs. 


UNITED NATIONS. March 
28, (UPI): Egypt asked the UN . 
Security Council yesterday to 
monitor the settlement of Soviet 
Jews in Israeli-occupied 
territories while other Arab 
countries condemned the prac- 
tice. 

Egypt's UN Ambassador 
Am re Moussa and the delegates 
from Tunisia, Yemen, Syria and 
Saudi Arabia addressed the 
Security Council on the Soviet 
Jews issue on the wake of the 
Soviet Union's decision to cancel 
direct flights for those seeking 
emigration to Israel. 

M oussa said his go vemme nt is 
appealing to Israel to adopt a 
“constructive stand” on its con- 
flict with Palestinians. 

• “I call upon Israel to terminate 
any settlement activities in the 
occupied territories including 
Jerusalem,” Moussa said. 

He said the Security Council 
should declare the settlement of 
Soviet Jews in the West Bank and 
Gaza an “illegal act and an obs- 
tacle to peace.” 

He called on the United States 
and the Soviet Union to ensure 
that the rights of Palestinians 
would not be jeopardised by 
increased immigration to Israel. 

The Council should adopt 
"specific arrangements and 
measures to monitor and verify 
the development of this issue.” 

The delegates from Yemen 
and Syria accused Israel and the 
United States of denying the 
Soviet Jews their rights to settle 
in a country of their choice. 

The Council held a first meet- 
ing on the issue March 15 at the 
request of the Soviet Union, 
which was under pressure from 
Arab governments to stop the 
flow of Soviet Jews to Israel. 
Those governments charged that 
Soviet Jews were taking over 
Palestinian lands ■ 

China, m its. first brief speech 
on the issue, did not mention the 
Soviet Union by name but con- 
demned Israel. Ambassador Li 
Luye called Israel's actions 
intransigent and contrary “to the 
prevailing tide in the world 
scene." 

He said Israel had “rejected 
the international Middle East 
conference on the one hand and 
refused dialogue and talks with 
the Palestine Liberation Organ- 
isation on the other, thus making 
it impossible to achieve any sub- 
stantive progress.” 
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Iqbal slams regression of contemporary Pakistani 


*ymsM 


By Fatfilma Ahmed 

Arab Times staff 


PAKISTAN'S former chief jus- 
tice DrJaved Iqbal has expressed 
regret over his country’s dis- 
regard for ideals of poet-philoso- 
pher Allama Iqbal and Quaid-i- 
Azam Mohammad Aii Jinnah. 

“Unfortunately, ever since the 
establishment of Pakistan, we 
have gone farther and farther 
astray from the ideals of Allama 
Iqbai and Quaid-i-Azam 
Mohammad Ali Jinnah,” he told 
a seminar marking the golden 
jubilee of the Pakistan Resolu- 
tion at Lhe Kuwait Sheraton 
Hotel on March 25. 

He said: “Instead of evolving a 
democratic polity, we have been 
afflicted with successive military 
dictatorships: instead of 

integrating ourselves into a sin- 
gle multi-cultural community 


Kuwait 


social 

benefits 


continue 


KUWAIT. March 28, (Reuter): 
“l had a British girlfriend here 
who had a nose Job absolutely 
free.” says a foreign resident of 
the Gulf State of Kuwait. 

“When 1 first arrived 1 could 
not make a call at the airport 
because the coin slot was 
blocked." says an Egyptian 
traveller. “I later found oui local 
calls were free.” 

Outsiders are endlessly 
amazed by the sweeping range of 
ben fits and services this northern 
Gulf state extends to its 700,000 
citizens. 1 .3 million non- Kuwaiti 
residents and even passing 
travellers. 

Tourists or visiting business- 
men can check in at any state 
hospital and receive free treat- 
ment. medication, even surgery. 

"My mother-in-law 'is 
diabetic. Everyday two nurses 
come to the house to give her an 
insulin injection for free.” says a 
Jordanian who has worked in 
Kuwait more than 20 years. 

Another expatriate chimes in: 
“It’s even better if you are a 
Kuwaiti.” 

Some of Kuwait’s neighbours 
had to reduce social benefits 
when oil prices crashed in the 
mid-1980s. Saudi Arabia, the 
world's largest oil exporter, tried 
to impose taxes in 1988 but 
scrapped the plan after 
expatriates threatened to quit. 


But the Amir, Sheikh Jaber A1 
Ahmed A1 Sabah, raised grants 
and loans this month for newly- 
wed Kuwaitis — part of an effort 
launched in 1986 to boost the 
proportion of Kuwaitis in the 
population to half by the turn or 
the century. 

The couples now get a 53,400 
grant and a 56,800 soft loan. ' 

Kuwaitis, who enjoy one of the 
highest per capita incomes in the 
world, can also buy a piece of 
land at a token price and take a 
5186,000 soft loan to build a 
house, or apply for a govern- 
ment-built flat. 

The Savings and Credit bank 
last year paid Kuwaiti couples 
some 106 million dinars (5366- 
million) marriage and housing 
loans and grants. 

Measuring 17.818 square km 
(6.880) square miles), Kuwait 
produces about 1.9 million 
ba rrels of oil per day and officials 
say reserves of about 92 billion 
barrels could last another 150 
years. 

In spite of agitation in recent 
months for the return of an elec- 
ted parliament. Western 
diplomats say living standards 
funded by oil wealth keep most 
Kuwaitis politically content. 

A Kuwaiti taxi driver says: 
“The government gives us every- 
thing. I do not know why these 
people are making all this noise.” 

“They have loo much at stake 
to rock the boat,” a diplomat 
commented. 

The state does not collect 
taxes, but the Public Authority 
for Social Security takes about 
five per cent of salaries from 
Kuwaiti employees and ei 


Seminar marks golden jubilee of Pak Resolution 


through a liberal, forward look- 
ing and reformist interpretation 
of Islam, we fell into the trap of 
intolerant, conservative and 
backward-looking religio-poJili- 
cal fundamentalists and have 
broken ourselves up into groups 
and nationalities on ethnic, lin- 
guistic or regional basis.” 

Squabbles 


Dr Iqbal said his country was 
suffering poverty, a high rate of 
illiteracy, unemployment and 
inadequate industrialisation. He 
implied that Pakistanis, instead 
of looking at the wider issues 
facing the nation, were involved 
in petty squabbles. “But we con- 
tinue to fight over distribution of 
river waters as though we are 
inhabitants of different coun- 
tries," he said and asked: 
"Therefore, the big question 
requiring an answer is, as to who 


is going to realise Iqbal's philoso- 
phical vision of bringing into 
being, in Pakistan, a new 
integrated, democratic, tolerant, 
liberal, reformist, creative and 
innovative Muslim society?” 

The seminar, organised by the 
Association of Pakistani Profes- 
sionals and Businessmen 
(Approb) was also addressed by 
speakers Mrs Nasira Iqbal, wife 
of Dr Javed, Seema Faruqui, 
Abdul Sattar Ghazaii. Mohsin 
Siddiqui, Anwar Sanaullah, 
Iqbal Latif and Obaid-ur-Rah- 
man. 

The speakers seemed to be in a 
reflective mood and discussed 
the shortcomings and what they 
thought could be done to build 
their nation. 

Nasira Iqbal said the founders 
of Pakistan, Iqbal and Jinnah, 
were progressive thinkers who 
believed that no nation could 



DrJaved !q bal 


progress without the act:ve par- 
ticipation of its women. On this 



Approb dinner 


Approb invited a high ranking Pakistani official delegation to the residence of Iqbal Latif for dinner. The 
delegation included chairman Rice Export Corporation of Pakistan. directorPIA, chairman of Red Crescent 
Sind, additional secretary Ministry of Commerce, and charges d'affaires and commercial secretary of 
Pakistan embassy. The photograph shows Approb members with the delegates. 


Parallel mobile phone 
company a possibility 


Project may be floated in ’91 


THE Chairman of Mobile Telephones Company 
Abdullah Al Sabej was quoted as saying that the 
company is seriously contemplating allowing 
another company to sell the mobile telephones 
provided the company should have proven 
capability for undertaking the necessary mainten- 
ance. 

In an interview with a local daily, the official said 
that such a suggestion is currently under discussion 
and the necessary regulations will beset up soon in a 
prelude to float the project in the local market at the 
outset of next year. 

Meanwhile, Sabej said that the new telephone 
exchange which cost about KD13 million will be 
commissioned during March of next year. The new 
exchange will alleviate the pressure facing the 
current one. the official said and added that the new 
system comprises 34 stations. With this number, 
mobile telephone stations in thecountry will total 68 
distributed in several areas. 

Capacity 

Speaking of telephone lines being continually 
engaged, the official said that this was at specific 
times only and this could be attributed to the calls 
movement which was exceeding the capacity of the 
exchange. 

He added that the halt of selling mobile telephone 
service will not constitute a solution at all as long as 
some subscribers still misuse the telephone 
apparatuses. He clarified that the company has no 
right to confiscate citizens rights to benefit from 


such a service. 

Meanwhile, the chairman disclosed that the com- 
pany is planning to reduce the subscription fees in 
the future and will revise the current tarTiff. 

Subscription 

He clarified that by the end of this year the 
subscription fees will be reduced to KD25 for those 
whose monthly calls were less than 400 minutes and 
will reduce the subscription fees to KD15 For subs- 
cribers whose calls were less than 500 minutes per 
month. He pointed out that such a measure is to be 
taken to encourage the rationalisation of telephone 
calls. 


He added that the roving services connected 
Kuwait and Lfnited Arab Emirates and Bahrain was 
constituting no additional pressure on the exchange 
as on ly 20 apparatuses were entering the country per 
month from these countries. 


Speaking of the pager service extended by the 
company. Sabej said that about 9,000 apparatuses 


of this system had been distributed so far and the 
company is planning to distribute another 7,000 in 
lhe near future. The official said this system will be 
expanded four fold. 

Meanwhile, the official bad denied that there was 
a pager which can pick up the telephone numbers, 
clarifying that this type of paper contradicts with the 
Ministry of Communication system. He clarified 
that the' company was previously planning to adopt 
this svstem but abandoned it. 


Egyptian ban on Palestinians denied 


,TH E consul-general of Egypt 
in Kuwait Al Saeed Sultan 
has denied rumours about an 
Egyptian government ban on 
the entry of Palestinian 
citizens or Palestinian holders 
of Egyptian travel docum- 
ents. 


considerations for certain 
people. 


He told a local daily that 
entry bans were issued for 
individual cases relating to 
the circumstances or security 


He expressed his country’s 
open-door policy, and its 
readiness to receive more and 
more tourists this summer, 
adding that Arab citizens 
have the right to stay in Egypt 
and work. However, this 
required the consent and 
official approval of relevant 
government authorities. 


Hestressed that Arabs who 
can deposit sums in the 
amount of 550,000 will have 
the right to permanent 
residence in the country and 
will enjoy the advantage 
associated with deposits 
made in hard currencies. 

He pointed out that the 
Kuwaitis and Palestinians 
form the greater number of 


basis, women had pinned great 
hopes on Pakistan to “provide 
them a status equal to men.” 
Nasira Iqbal said that al- 
though women are given a high 
status by law, their actual par- 
ticipation and productivity in 
national life is constrained. 
Female literacy is 16 per cent; 
customs such as dowry, child 
marriage and social stigma os 
divorce are widely prevalent; 
women are still deprived of their 
due share of inheritance and 
crimes against women are rising 
partly due to portrayal of women 
as sex objects in movies and 
advertising. 


Discrimination 

“Accidental deaths by gas 
stove explosions appear omin- 


ously influenced by bride burn- 
ing across the border,” she said. 


The unilateral imposition of 


discriminatory laws as the Zina 
Ordinance has led to an increase . 
in the number of women prison- 
ers; and sex discrimination exists, 
she added. 

Nasira iqbai, who has been 
actively involved with women's 
movements in Pakistan, admits 
that improving the status of 
women is not an “easy task" but 
stressed that it was “imperative 
for the futuredevdopment of our 
country.” 

Seema Faruqui spoke about a 
“nation tom with communal 
hatred with no basic platform” 
for interpretation of faith and a 
lack of discipline amongst 
society and “everyone working 
for his own selfish .ends; 
bureaucracy and corruption are 
the order of the day arid the social 
order is in shambles and the 
young generation is manipulated 
for political means.” 


Seema said the leaders are 
powerless to “control the mas- 
ses;” and said some , “soul-sear- 
ching” was required in order to 
fight the forces of evil. . . 

Another speaker, Iqbal Latif 
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Anwar Sanaullah, Mohsin Sid- 
diqui and Obaid-ur-Rahman. 

Obaid-ur-Rahman referring 
to the sums and objectives of their 
organisation, Approb said it has 
“ imme nse potential which needs 
to be exploited ” 


Pessimism* 


“We shall remove the shroud 
of pessimism and feelings of 
hatred among communities and 
work for the common cause of 
Pakistan and greater unity,” he 
said. ’ 
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Shortage 


of seats 
in private 
schools 


high 


Currency f I u ct uatiori 






PRIVATE schools have been 
experiencing a shortage of seats 
for pupils of the first class at the 
intermediate stage, according to 
a reliable source at the Ministry 
of Education. 

He said that a bout 5.200 pupils 
out of 7,200 presently studying in 
the 4th class of the primary stage 
will not be able to continue their 
education in the intermediate 
stage next scholastic year, if the 
ministry of education does not 
take the initiative to urgently 
address adequate seats for these 
pupils a t private schools. 

Scats available for the 1st 
intermediate class in private 
schools do not exceed 2,000 at 
boys schools and some private 
schools have been obliged to use 
some of their utilities and trans- 
fer them into classrooms on a 
makeshift basis. 


Aggravation 


The crisis has been attributed 
to the non-avaiJability of school 
buildings which would accom- 
modate the increasing number of 
pupils at the intermediate stage, 
coupled with the shortage in 
administrative and teaching staff 
at private schools. Male teachers 
refuse to work in private schools 
and the Jack of teacher problem 
has been further aggravated by 
ibe restrictions imposed by the 
Ministry of Social Affairs and 
La hour in issuing fresh work per- 
mits for this category of 
employees. 

The sources stressed on the 
needs to approve a draft law for 
the distribution of 28 allotments 
of land for private sector usages. 


CONSUMERS in Kuwait are 
being victimised by the spiralling 
prices of commodities and have 
complained that thought hey can 
bear with kbe pressure in the 
increase of most commodities, 
they -categorically rejected the 
increase ..in the. prices of 
medicines. 

The unified pricing for 
medicines is still a pending issue, 
wailing to be implemented. The 
medicine price unification 
among pharmacies in Kuwait 
was introduced by the Ministry 
of Public Health quite some time 
back and pharmacists had jointly 
agreed upon the unification of 
prices. 

Pharmacists had considered 
this step to be vital to prevent 
monopoly bring resorted to by 
merchantsin the medidne sector. 

A local daily interviewed a 
number of officials and a number 
of residents to obtain an 
overview on the situation. 

Director of Lhe Medicine Con- 
trol Centre at the Ministry of 
Public Health Issa AJ KhaJeefa 
spoke of the role played by the 
centre by saying that the centre is 
held responsible for the safety of 
medicines and their effectiveness 
towards treatment. The centre 
carries full scientific, technical 
and political responsibility to 
ensure the safety of consumers. 

The centre’s activities briefly 
include registration- of new 
medicines after approvals 
received on their validity, and 
conducting tests at government 
hospitals to prove the validity of 
any medicines. 

He indicated that other 
activities cover withdrawing 


medicines from themarkei which 
proves to have any side-effects in - 
addition to ‘he canceflatibn of; 
some medicines and ■ replacing 
‘them with, other. mqrp r ,fn^rn_. 
formulas. . • : 1 : : \ 

• The cen tretakes the 1 futf 
. ponsibility to censor all types of 
• . medicines entering the country j. 
and uses the most modeni - 
devices in carrying Out analysis 
on these tnedidnes. Hesaidthat ’ 
these requirements and activities 
have called loprovkfe7be centre . 
with well qualified and experien.- • 
ced technicians. V • t , 
t*W .X 

With resp^ttometfianeprice; ’ 
u ni fica t ion at p rivate phar- 
macies, he pointed out tiiat 'the ; 
ministry alreadyhasactear idea 
about the rise in medieme pricey, 
the reason a’ special law was ; 
issued to follow up this problem. 
He added that a special coirimit- 
' tee was formed tdpui restrictions 
on medicine prices and indicated 
that the project is currently in its 
final stages. The only problem 
which* kept the law of prices 
unification .from , implementa- 
tion at a foster, rate is the large 
fluctuations; of currencies 
against the Kuwait, dinar. He 
said that the unification of prices 
will therefore consider the 
interest, of consumers and 
medicine agents at the same time. 

_ Mean while, AhedaMelhem, a 
teacher stated that she regularly 
goes to pharmacies in order to 
buy cosmetics or at limes when 
she needs medicine. She pointed 
out that prices are high, the 
reason she deducts KD10 per 
month from her salary for that 
purpose. She poi nled out that she - 


‘ prefers buying 
• because they have mqrepoi 

- . "Fluctuation. . 
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Salwa Hassan slated , 


7 fetent private phaj^aqe&l 
said that the* price of.mpdR: 
- are not high i f compared wiji 
. standard oflrrirtgin Kuwait 
added that any metiidissT' 
mi tied to ehterthe market are 
..through long tests. in atiditid 
other costs of importaiibrtv 
commissions. .2.:^*'.^ 
FaToqq HaunW a pharins 
agreed with all otberinteryie 
pharmacists by .saying!' that 
prices of raedirines.'^rejt 
. adding that this was^dilfetQ; 
factors rtemely. : -ffi^ : ;!Cu? 
. population is small compare 
other neighbouring 'slates ': 
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recommended by 
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due to the facl lhat ja^'pr 
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which occupy neax^ W pef t 
of all the contents ofphtana 


in Kuwait. 



Academy farewell 


Arabs living in Egypt and 


enjoy the right to ownership. 


Officers at the General Administration of the Police Academy held a farewell partyin honour oi.the 18th batch of 

academy. Brig. Khaled Al Murray®® attended the party. Picture shows aHihe graduating (SnSS 
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economy still buoyant, says Khorafi issu ^xagS rated, 
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ciKSions, which are more harmful thLi 
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!5 n -.. of trust among social relations 
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Arab Common Market a distinct possibility 


among old Kuwaiti traditions. 

Khorafi said that he is optimistic on 
the level of reduction of the deficit of the 
state budgcL this year. But, he commen- 
ted that this improvement is connected 
with changeable incomes depending on 
oil prices. However, he was optimistic 
that the state budget will register an 
improvement of national incomes. 

Commenting on the withdrawal of 
Kuwait from the Council of Arab Econ- 
omic Unity, he said that Kuwait’s 
decision was taken as a result of the 
council becoming paralysed and unable 
to perform its missions that are also 
similar to missions of the Arab Economic 


and Social Council that encompasses all 
Arab sta tes, while the first council consis- 
ted of only 1 3 Arab slates. Most of them 
did not pay their financial obligations to 
the council, he added. 


Khorafi ruled out the probability that 
this decision is the first step for Kuwait to 
withdraw from some Arab and inter- 
national organisations. He said that the 
council's most important task is the 
establishment of ihe Arab Common 
Market and added that Arab Economic 
and Social Council can do the same mis- 


sion for this council. 

The official specifically pointed out 
that Kuwait will not call Tor assets or 
financial rights from the council it has 
withdrawn from. He also rejected 
statements that Kuwait's withdrawal is a 
step to dissolve the council and added 
that Kuwait alone cannot decide in this 
issue. He commented that the two coun- 
cils should be merged to avoid duplica- 
tion of missions. 

Commenting on the establishment of 
an Arab Common Market, similar to the 
EEC. the minister said that thesituat/ons 
of the Arab states differ from those of 
European countries and this makes the 


Workforce 

motivation 


By Jadranka Porter 

w Arab Times staff 

® group of researchers entrusted with the task of 
find in g something, anything, to help motivate the local work- 
force, arc preparing for a trip to the US after watching the 
American senes Real People on KTV-2 a few weeks ago. 

They will visit Nellie who makes rounds of Pittsburgh homes 
to deliver morning newspaper and Conrad, the traffic policeman 
m Milwaukee. Both were featured in the programme for their 
formidable capacity for work. 

The pair has so intrigued the Kuwaitis that they decided to 
have a close look at them. They also feel that the programme did 
not adequately explain why these two people want to work so ' 
hard. 

For example, the statement by 85-year-old Nellie “I will retire 
when I get old” and Conrad's wish to die with a whistle in his 
mouth posed more questions than they provided the answers, 
they say. 

* This is why nutritionists, sociologists, genetic engineers, psy- 
chologists and environment experts have been invited to join the 
team that will dig into Nelli's and Conrad's background and 
hopefully come up with a clue, perhaps a type of diet, a syrup or 
an exercise that inspires such Incomprehensible craving for 
work; 

The researchers are not exactly seeking to produce worka- 
holics, although they feel they could do with a few of those too. 
Their initial goal issimply to come up with a man willing to put in 
a few decent hours a day. Thisis the first step, fn the second phase 
of the project they hope to get those who have been broken in to 
like their jobs, at least a little. 

Their ultimate aim though is to produce the Kuwaiti of the 
21st century, a man who, as oneofficial recently told me, loves to 
work with his hands, whoworks for work's sake, and who thinks 
not oplyof himself but the community as well- 


The researchers concede that they face a formidable task and have 
decided to focus their efforts on babies as their best bet to produce 
- results. But they also admit thal time is running ouL Although the 
Sjpper-Kuwaiti has been the focal point of every single five-year plan 
since independence not much has been done to raise this new breed. 
And the 21 st century is on our doorstep. 

Tbe researchers now pin all their hopes on Nellie and Conrad. They 
admit that the Americans tend to go overboard with their zeal but say 
they are not ovedy concerned. If only they could lay their bands on 
-•* Nellie's and Conrad's secret, then they could administer smaller doses 
of whatever it is that feeds their drive to candidates at home. 

Despite her age Nellie swept the Kuwaitis off their feet when early in 
.re. the programme she declared “I do as I dare and please. " 

r And even better, she said it while crossing the street against the light. 

“What a spirit" the team members exclaimed with admiration. 
However, they say this kind of daring is one skill their charges have 
already perfected. 

Desk space 

To break the secret of her seemingly endless energy the researchers 
are going to conduct an indepih study of a flick of Nellie's wrist when 
she launches the paper and its trajectory before it makes a perfect 
landing on a porch. They also feel there might be something in the way 
she shuffles her feet when she starts on her daily tour at 4 am. 

Although he looked a bit of a prank while "dancing" at the traffic 
^Junction, Conrad has just the quality the researchers are after. "Can 
you imagine he passed up several promotions because he did not want a < 
desk job” they raved. Desk problem is acute in Kuwait Not that there is , 
a shortage of desks but it is the space that is in short supply in this desk- 1 

* ; loving nation. 

The researchers are toying with the idea of inviting Nellie and 
Conrad Lo conduct a crash course entitled the "Pleasures ofWork." But 
? the idea has already met with opposi lion. 

Several citizens groups have countered the proposal by launching a 
course of their own. "The purpose of oiircourseis lo teach studentshow 
to be winners without being the best, or even without competing" said 
one curriculum planner. 

(fi The enrollmem has already begun and the response is overwhelming, 

disturbed the researchers. But in thw releotl^ 
march towards their goal they are not ready to give in. if the idea of the 

* SSe d«L not work, Lhey will get Nellie and Conrad an iqamn and 

* • h^thetn do some on-the-job training. If this does notpr^uoAe 

rigM profile Kuwaiti, and time is about to run out, they might give them 
thp "agenciya." Dead lines are there to be met. 

Islamabad mosque finalised 


THE construction of Jamia 
Masjid and Madrasa in 
Islamabad with the financial co- 
operation of Kuwait is in its final 

St The residents of Sector G 8/2 
have formed a committee with 
Hafiz Mohammad Janas 
patron, Abdul Latif as i general 
secretary and Haji Mohammad 
Zafariillab Khan and I Haji 
Mohammad Din as members. 

The- pioneer of this prefect 
Haji Mohammed ^afarul ah 
Khan Shawnwary who a!so 
represents the comrmU e _ ^ 
-Kuwait recently explain^ the 
^ project to higher authonues m 
Kuwait and brought to then 
knowledse that this project may 
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require 1 5 lakh wm ** " 
Members of the committee 

have thanked teWgSgJfi 
Awqaf in Kuwait, the Pakistani 

ambassador and director 


Zafarullah Khan Shawnwary 

Kuwait University Nader Nouri 
for their generous help and finan- 
cial co-operaiion. 
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Farewell Sirkal 


Acting Dean ot Diplomatic Corps, Hans Longva, ambassador extraordinary plenipotentiary oJ the Kingdom 
of Norway to Kuwait, hosted a farewell reception for Yousef Abdul Latif Ai Sirkal, ambassador extraordinary 
plenipotentiary of the United Arab Emirates who is leaving Kuwait. The reception which was attended by a 
number of diplomats was held at the Sheraton recently. 


work of unification that much more dif- 
ficult. Though it is difficult to establish a 
common Arab market at the present 
lime, the Arab Co-operation councils 
could be considered a step in the right 
direction in the future. 

On the other hand. Khorafi said that 
the ministry encourages agriculture and 
afforestation indifferent areas. Speaking 
on the recent fines of KD 1,000 against 
owners of chalets who planted Lhe areas 
out oflimits of their chalets, the official 
said that afforestation should be under- 
take/} ttifhm the limits of respective 
chalets and after obtaining prior 
approval from relevant authorities. 

Coastguard 
rescue three 
off Ouha 

ACCORDING to security sour- 
ces, the national coast guards 
have managed to rescue three of 
the people reported missing in 
the sea while on a fishing trip 
close to the island of Ouha. 

The sources revealed that the 
people rescued were non- 
Kuwaitis reported lost out in the 
sea, and were found in a state of 
severe ennui and fatigue. 

An indefinite number of 
Kuwaiti citizens are reportedly 
still lost out at sea and efforts to 
find them have so far proved 
futile. 

One of these people is a 
Kuwaiti reported lost since four 
months and two other citizens 
and a third non-Kuwaiti. 

Sources said that these people 
lom have been confirmed captured by 


have been confirmed captured by 
some foreign country. Official 
and diplomatic efforts are being 
exerted lo retrieve them. 


says Soviet visitor 

KUWAIT, March 28, (AP): A senior advisor to So Wet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev was quoted today as saying the Arabs are exag- 
gerating the issue of Soviet Jewish emigration to Israel. 

Georgy Arbatov, a member of the central commitieeand thedireclor 
of the United States and Canada Institute, also predicted the number of 
Soviet Jews going to Israel "will be on the retreat." 

Hie Soviet official was invited to K uwait by the Kuwaiti ambassador 
in Moscow for an exchange of views on recent developments in the 
Soviet Union and Eastern Europe and how these would affect 
traditionally strong ties between Moscow and the Arabs. 

“The cold war has given Israel a size larger than its actual one ... the 
mentality of the cold war and its considerations have played a very 
dangerous role in the US Middle East policy." Arbatov said. 
“Therefore, I think the end of ihecold war will mean many things to this 
region.” 

“1 don't think the situation in the Middle East will remain as it is. it 
should change in line with other changes taking place." he said. 

' “The Arabs can depend on the Soviet Union in supporting a just 
settlement of the Palestinian question. The Soviet Union will honour i ts 
commitments, as we support the setting up of an independent Palestin- 
ian state, the liberation of the occupied territories and strongly oppose 
the settlement of Soviet Jews in the occupied territories." Arbatov 
added. 

He said: “The question of SovieL-Jewish emigrants has been exag- 
gerated. 1 don’t think the number of emigrants will increase or even that 
it will remain at its present standard. It will diminish if we succeed in 
applying international pressure. The issue may have been raised by the 
Israelis lo spoil relations between the Soviet Union and the Arabs," he 
added. 

Elaborating, ArbaLov expressed the belief lhaL the number of Soviet 
Jews emigrating to Israel will be in the tens of thousands rather than 
hundreds of thousands. 

KPTC extends hours 

KUWAIT. March 28, (Kuna): Acting Assistant Managing Director lor 
Transportation at the Kuwait Public Transportation Company (KPTC) 
Khaled Mohammed AI Jasser said yesterday that the company will 
operate additional buses to downtown Kuwait from sub terminals right 
after tflar (breakfast) until 1:00 am. 

Jasser told Kuna that KPTC had decided lo extend working hours of 
all operating routes until late hours ot the night. 

He added that the company also gave instructions to operate some 
buses after the end of the evening shift whenever work conditions 
require it. 

The KPTC official said that the company believes in providing “high- 
class and distinguished" public transportation service lor ail com- 
muters. 

He indicated that the touristic route operating along the waterfront 
will run starting from 8:00 pm until midnight 


Austrians hold seminar on development in Kuwait 


VIENNA March 28, (Kuna): 
An Austrian organisation, 
Orient-GeseUschaft Hammer- 
Purgsta.il (OGHP), held a one- 
day comprehensive seminar on 
various aspects of development 
in Kuwait. 

The seminar was attended by 
many VIPs including Kuwaiti 
ambassadors and dean of Arab 
diplomats Abdelhamid AI 
A wadi, Arab and foreign ambas- 
sadors, businessmen and 


<p3>ea a gs», 


political figures. 

Speakers at the seminar agrod 
in their lectures that “the wise 
and balanced policy presently 
followed by Kuwait has its roots 
in the history and traditions of 
the Kuwaiti people." 

Vice-president of the Austrian 
national bank Dr Heinz Kienzl, 
in an opening statement, said 
opennes^ and tolerance of 
Kuwaiti society in spite of its 
variations are closely linked to 


the experiment of the older 
Kuwaiti generations. 

He added that Kuwait has a 
special type of commercial rela- 
tion with its partners, whom 
Kuwait has carefully picked and 
maintained links with for a great 
period of time. 

Diversification 
Meanwhile, head of the 
OGHP Professor Hans Weiss, in 
his lecture entitled "Kuwait A 
Super Oil and Financial Power in 


the Arab Area," indicated that 
Kuwait diversified its widespec- 
trum of investments in order to 
lessen dependency on oil. 

He added that this policy of 
diversification started in 1956 
before the independence of 
Kuwait when specific han- 
dicrafts nourished, entailing a 
good marketing strategy. 

yVeiss revealed that revenues 
from non-oil investment projects 
started competing with oil reven- 


ues of Kuwait six years ago and 
now it is believed that income 
from non-oil investments exceed 
income from oil. 

Another lecturer. Professor 
Ghaus Ansari from Lhe Univer- 
sity of Vienna said the process of 
development in Kuwait is not 
randomly planned but departs 
from carefully considered views 
and goals. 

In his lecture, ’Transition of 
Kuwait from a Traditional to a 


Modern Society.'' he emphasised 
that the Kuwaiti government has 
used its wealth from oil to build 
basic components for a well- 
founded Kuwaiti society. 

He stressed that Kuwait 
depended on three elements in its 
cultural and economic develop- 
ment and they were the inclusion 
of women in any process, establi- 
shment of a nourishing mass 
media and developing a com- 
petitive educational system. 
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EDITORIALS 
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TimES 


Thought for today 


WE think according to nature. We speak according to 
rules. We act according to custom — Francis Bacon, 
English writer (1561-1626). 


Differences patched 


Libya acts as 


go-between 


NICOSIA. Cyprus, (AP): Talks in Libya between Presidents Hosni 
Mubarak ofEgypland Hafez A1 Assad ofSyria have sealed the end to a 
12-year rift, bringing diplomatic gains for both countries. 

The one-hour meeting look place late Saturday during a ceremony at 
Tobruk marking the 20th anniversary of the expulsion of British forces 
from Libya. 

ThehisLory of relations between Syria and Egypt is a stormy one. The 
two countries were joined for three years as the United Arab Republic 
with GamaJ Abdel Nasser as head of state, but ihe union broke down in 
acrimony in 1961 . 

Rapprochement 

The rapprochement has been a long time in coming. 

Diplomatic relations were resumed last December. Ties had been 
broken a month after the late Egyptian president. Anwar Sadar, flew to 
occupied Jerusalem in 1977 to begin the process that led to the Camp 
David peace treaty two years ~ 


later, the only such pact between 
Israel and an Arab country. 


A Western diplomat in 
Damascus attributed the move 
largely lo Assad's desire Lo 
escape from diplomatic isolation 


after Egypt was readmitted to the 
Arab League last May and other 


Arab nations 
diplomatic ties. 


resumed 


But the diplomat, who like 
other sources in Damascus insis- 
ted on anonymity, said the move 
also presented opportunities for 
the 59-year-old Syrian President 
to persuade fellow Arab leaders 
to follow his firm line toward 
Israel. 


By meeting Mubarak, Assad 
has shown once again that he is a 
master of manoeuvre in the Arab 
world, limiting his losses by join- 
ing the Arab mainstream with- 
out abandoning his cherished 
hardline polices, diplomats said. 


For Mubarak, the reconcilia- 
tion with Assad is a bid payoff for 
his cautious policy of acting as a 



Ha fezAI Assad 


go-between between Israel, the United States.and -Palestinians on the 
one hand while working to improve Cairo’s relations with other Arab 
nations on the other. 

Syria is the most implacable enemy of the Jewish state and Assad has 
vowed to continue building up his forces until he reaches “strategic 
parity" with Israel so the Arab world can negotiate from a position of 
strength. 

But the Soviet Union, preoccupied with internal affairs and econ- 
omic problems, has told Syria that the parity concept is no longer 
tenable and said Damascus, a major Sovieidient. should only purchase 
the weapons it needs for its defensive needs. 

Syrian and Soviet military leaders have agreed to the withdrawal 
from Syria of an undisclosed number of Soviet military instructors, an 
informed Syrian source said. 


Meanwhile, lies between the Soviet Union and Israel have slowly 


improved. The two countries have set up modest representation ineacl 
other's capitals and are exchanging low-level visits. 

Earlier this month Assad expressed his dismay, saying the changes 
sweeping East Europe were a boon to Israel as the formerly communist 
countries dropped their hostility to the Jewish state. 

Syria is at odds with Palesu'ne Li beration Organisation leader Yasser 
Arafat and has rejected his peace initiative toward Israel, which is 
strongly backed by Egypt and the U nited Slates. 

There is no sign yet that Assad is cutting support for Damascus- 
based. anti- Arafat redical Palestinian factions, which for their part 
have been fostering relations with Iran —just in case. 

But Assad appears to want inclusion, atjeast indirectly, in thecurrenl 
process involving Egypt, the PLO, the United Slates and Israel aimed at 
holding elections leading to some autonomy for Palestinians in Israeli- 
occupied Arab territories. 

Former US president Jimmy Carter said after a meeting with .Assad 
ea rlier this month that Syria is ready for bilateral talks with Israel if thev 
include the Golan Heights, taken by Israel from Syria after the 1967 
war. 

Egyptian officials in Cairo said they expect solid, but not too close, 
relations with Syria in view of Egypt's close ties with Iraq, Syria's arch- 
rival in Lhe Arab world, as well as Mubarak's customary caution. 

A meeting between the two leaders after December's resumption of 
diplomatic ties was originally expected to take place in Syria. There 
were several Syrian reports of an imminent Damascus meeting. 

Diplomats in Damascus said the Egyptian President would like toact 
as a matchmaker between Assad and Iraqi President Saddam Hussein. 

Intensifying the feud between the Iraqi and Syrian wings of the Arab 
Baath Socialist Party, ruling in both countries. Baghdad has supplied 
weapons to Lebanon's anti-Syrian Christian leader, Gen. Michel 
Aoun . thwarting Assad's effort to impost a pax Syriama on its war- 
torn neighbour. 


TODAY IN HISTORY 


1629 — Edict of restitution of church property in Germany, 
whereby all property secularized since peace of Augsburg 
( 1 5S5) is restored to Catholic Church. 

1792 — Sweden's King Guslavus HI is assassinated. 

1801 — Britain seizes Danish and Swedish islands in West 
Indies. 

1830 — Spain's King Ferdinand VII passes law allowing 
females lo be heirs to throne. 

1349 — Britain annexes Punjab in India by treaty with 
Maharajah of Lahore. 

1864 — Ionian Islands are ceded by Britain to Greece. 

1946 — New constitution in Gold Coast, which becomes first 
British African colony with majority of Africans in legislature. 

1947 — National revolt against France in Madagascar begins. 
1951 — Chinese government rejects US offer to- truce discus- 
sions in Korea. 

1967 — France launches its first nuclear subma - le. 

1972 — Government of Bolivia orders 1 19 me nhers of Soviet 
embassy staff to leave country — accusing embassy of financ- 
ing leftist rebel movements. 

1973 — Last American troops leave South Vietnam, ending 
direct military role of United Stales in Vietnam war. 

1977 — US and Soviet negotiators, meeting in Moscow, agree 
lo set up committees to seek solutions lo several arms control 
and diplomatic problems. 

1988 — Bomb planted in jeep kills at least four Soviets in Kabul. 
Afghanistan. 

1989 — Two Czechoslovak teenagers hijack Hungarian airliner 
from Prague to Frankfurt in attempt to reach United States. 


If ELECTED, I WILL GET 
TOUGH OH Cm\NAL5/ 



tough l m$, 

TOUGH SENTENCES/ 



9A19& TAXES ?/ . , 

THAT WOULD BE CRIMINAL/ 



So You'll PA1SE TAXES To PAY F 0 g 
M0J2E COPS, COUNTS AMD PRISONS?. 



New Air Force One due 


Most expensive transport jet 


WASHINGTON. (UPI): The President's new plane 
is still missing. 

But at least it finally has a firm arrival date. 

And once George Bush climbs aboard, he will be 
able to stretch out in unprecedented airborne lux- 


urv. 


Dubbed by some as “a flying Taj Mahal,’’ the 
New Air Fora One. now undergoing test flights, is 
to come on line Sept 30 as the most expensive 
transport jet ever produced. A backup twin is to be 
delivered nine months later. 

Two years overdue and an estimated S365 million 
over budget, the modified Boeing 747-200 BS are the 
product of a 1986 “fixed-cost contract” of S249 
million that soared by leaps and bounds and rev- 
isions. 

Stuck 

Boeing, not taxpayers, got stuck with all butS19. 
million of the added expense, like being forced to 
reroute 58 miles (93 km) of wire to guard against 
electromagnetic interference in a secure world-wide 
communication system. 

There are plenty of high-tech whistles and bows 
on the big birds, which stand six-stories high. 

They include: an anti-nuclear defence system, a 
six-channel stereo, a state room. 85 telephones, a 
television system that can simultaneously broadcast 
eight programmes, a medical emergency room 
where surgery could be performed and two top-of- 
the-Jine kitchens. 

With refrigerator freezers able to pack plenty of 
provisions for- a crew of 23 and 70 passengers, the 
aircraft, equipped to be refuelled in flight, will be 


able to stay aloft for days at a lime. 

“U should contain the best," said Bonnie New- 
man. assistam to the President for management and 
administration. “It does support the President and 
the presidency. I think the people will understand." 

Design and construction of the four-engine jets at 
Boeing's facilities in Everett. Washington, and 
Wichita, Kansas, became a multi-act, high-powered 
drama. It included input from the Air Force. Secret 
Service, National Security Agency and even the 
First Lady’s office. 

And, not surprisingly, the big drive to get the 
President a new plane was underscored with a num- 
ber of delays. 

The most recent, last June, was caused when 
Boeing had to make changes to meet air force fire 
safety demands in the belly of the planes, designed to 
hold 6.0QP pounds Q.7QQ Jcg) oHuggage. ailiccessi- 
• ble during flight ■ * *; ■ ' ’ - r . • 

- Postponement * *• ••••• - 

Late last year, a 48-day labour strike at Boeing 
gummed up some work, although no actual post- 
ponements were attributed to it. 

This past January, with everyone relatively 
happy. Boeing announced the new fall delivery date 
and began test flights in Wichita. 

Boeing is proud of ihe aircraft, but sensitive to 
criticism. It refuses to disclose the final price, which 
sources estimate tops $600 million, most of it forced 
down Boeing's corporate throat. 

“I'm not going to say a word about that." said 
Boeing spokesman Dick Ziegler* “When the plane is 
done and delivered, it will be a fine product, we are 


proud to have the man flying in.it,” 

The President's staff says Bush, a former navy 
pilot, is anxious to ride in the new plane, and insists 
he isn't a bit uncomfortable about being handed 
such an item of opulence. 

B ut they also stress that Bush did not ask for a new 
plane. 

Neither did Ronald Reagan. 

The air force did. 

Backin 1983. the air fora began campaigning for 
replacements for the current pair of Boeing 707s: 
No. 26000. on which Lyndon Johnson took the oath 
of office in Dallas on Nov 22, 1963, and No. 27000, 
first used in 1973 by Richard Nixon. 

The air force complained that the 707s had 
become antiquated ana don't even meet tte pollu- 
tion and noise standards of some airports. . . ; 

A 707 was first used, as an Air Force One by 
Dwight Eisenhower in i 9 59. . . 

Franklin'Delano Roosevelt was the first p resfdent 
to have his own plane, a propeller-powered Douglas 
C-54C nicknamed. “The Sacred Cow.” 

Through the years. Air Force One, whatever the 
make, has become the United States' best known 
plane, the President's Plane is Missing,” was turned 
intoamovie. 

The new “Bush shuttle” was designed to meet the 1 
rising demands of the travelling presidents. It also 
seemed to be built with the idea bigger is better. 

Its wing span and deck space are 195 feet (59 m) 
and 4,000 square feet (3,600 sq ra), respectively, 
compared to 145 feet (44 m) and 1.260 square feet 
f 1, 135 sq m) for the existing one.. 






VILNIUS, USSR, (APk ffy 
£eident Mikhail S, Gorbac^jy#. 

tjma. Lithuanians keep. 

S not use fora to crush . 

because his reform programme’, 

,L .- U WO uld be the end qf peresto^^Ji 
Gorbachev's poUcy afKl to aa^^T^^ 
Lithuanian Premier Kaamiewtoto^ 
don't think Gorbachev would . 
measure.' . . • 

Many Western diplomats,. andv ; ppu%^.^ 
figures agree. -- • • ' ' / 

■ Undermmo ; 

-It would undermine Kis 

■ . klv-.nM kit *^*>1 


end petti 
sful." 


cesslui. said one ' high-Tanlri^^oi^ - 
diplomat, adding that in the, 
phere of reform, Soviet troops ui^VM^ ^- 1 
use violence against Lithuanians..--: 

In the past week . tan ks and, 
sonnet carriers have rumbled thro ughihe jjth-;, 
uanian capital of Vilnius, andT3oihadiev has! 
issued a flurry of directives tbTAhuamabs, . 
including a demand that they iiV 'ifKii' 
firearms and stop sigDnzgup^fpr volunteer: -• 
military groups. • . . >• ‘ I 

But the Lithuanian capital- cafcr-x, 

throughout the polit i cal tehswnt'abd otiafehs An 


military acuon. . 


not intend to use force in Lithumii a.’ Tjorei gn- -j 
Minister Eduard A. Shevardnadze. a^OiK-adv- ^j 
iser to Gorbachev, toldrepd rttrsdi^ngbistrip'.: : 
to Africa last week tba f.lhfc Soviet"- tfaidn is ' 


“particularly against the ivs&o£ force 
ticully.” ; 


But Go roach evalsp has pledged ipkeepthe 
Soviet U nion together, andfeh^beraimable- 
» "bend 


lo bend the Lithuanians wiUi. persyaacra dr ; 
pressure. His tcwghreacaori fo lhe republici' 

caution to foeLifotianiaii^oa^^^ice. 

The Lithuanian. gcjyeTg h Pfo^ on " 

Thursday to tte.w&r&to^ any ~ 

possible use of fora T^ 5pyret F 'sol(fierv : ai^ i 
early Saturday rt passCda resoHmon fhai would' ; 
transfer power, td a dfploinaf irLWashipgtptwn ^ 
the event that .die government js ; iutes^:pt v 
assaulted. " ..' - ’ :K; --V '•? 




Nicaraguans dream of autonomy 


PEARL LAGOON, Nicaragua. (AP): Along the 
grassy streets of Pearl Lagoon, on the edge of its 
lonely dock, in hammocks swaying in the shade, 
people are wailing for the revolution, a ferry boat as 
elusive as a campaign promise . 

It sailed into Pearl Lagoon on the Sunday after 
Nicaragua's election, paused for an hour or so, then 
sailed away. 

A few people rode on the 1 50-passenger vessel: 


many just heard about it. “Some people think it is 

choolteacher who 


progress,” said Irma de Sosa, a set 


has become an authority on the subject by virtue of 

f v 


having ridden on the ferry during its brief visit. 

“Some feel like the government is just fooling the 
people, that the boat won't come back,” she said, 
spreading her hands and smiling. 

Wait 

“We'll just have to wail and see." 

The Sandinisla government had long promised 
Pearl Lagoon a ferry to lake them and their cargo on 
the 30-mile run to Bluefields, the Atlantic coast's 
largest town and its links to the rest of the world. 


But residents of this town of 1 .900 have only seen 
the revolution once. 

In many ways, the elusive ferry symbolizes the 
region’s long fight for autonomy, and the diverse 
dreams it inspires. 

The British and American companies that once 
exploited the coast's riches, the rapacious Soraoza 
dictatorship, the Sandinistas — none of them 
brought prosperity to the coast, none gave it a real 
say in its own affaire. 

The Atlantic coast, an English-speaking region, is 
home to only a tenth of Nicaragua’s people. So 
isolated that it seems like another coumiy. It is the 
poorest region of one of the poorest nations in the 
Hemisphere. 

Not ashot was fired here during the 1979 revolu- 
tion in which the Sandinistas took power. 

More than a decade laier. there is still no road 
connecting the region to Nicaragua's Spanish- 
speaking heartland on the other. Pacific c^asi. side 
of the country. 

There are a couple of Toyota trucks m Pearl 


Lagoon, but grass has overgrown the streets. Telev- 
ision broadcasts from Managua, 200 miles (322 
kilometres) west, can’t be received here. 

- Like most of the hamlets dotting the coves and 
inlets of the region's rivers andcoast. Pearl Lagoon's 
only link to the outside world is by water. 

A regular boat, a boat of its own, would mean a 
measure of independence, and an end to the balmy 
isolation that envelops the lagoon like a daydream. 

Pearl Lagoon perches on the banks of one of 
Nicaragua's richest shrimp breeding grounds, on 
lhe edge of rich lobster beds. It is the und of place 
that feeds the dreams of tropical entrepreneurs. 

The lagoon’s last success story was an enterpris- 
ing businessman, remembered simply as the Chin- 
aman, who dried and exported shrimp. , 

But as the Sandinistas drove the Chinaman into 
exileafier confiscatinghis rice mill, his shrimp plant 
and his fishing boats. 

The Chinaman's boats went to Bluefields, Leslie 
Hunsack, a 60-year-old fisherman, recalled bitterly. 
"1 1 did us no good here in Pearl Lagoon.” • 


ammimmm m iiiii 



Flights to Goa 


Western media 


Expressing gratitude 


SIR: The summer schedule of Air India shows 2 Goa 
operations from Bombay effective from Mar 29. ‘90. 

Goa ns in Kuwait will have two options. There will be 
AI flight leaving on Monday nights to Goa via Bombay 
which allows customs clearance ai Dabolim. as the 
flight arrives at Oabolim at 9.30 T uesday morning. 

Also . G oa ns here ha ve a second option — tha t is they 
can leave Kuwait for Bombay on Wednesdays by A l 
flight which arrives in Bombay Thursday morning at 
5.30 am and after customs clearance at Sahar/Bomoay 
they can avail hotel facility at A I cost and board AI 1 54 
for Goa leaving Bombay ai 2pm and arriving Dabolfm 
at 3 pm. 

The direct Goa Kuwait AI 857 flight will leave 
Daboiim on Thursdays at 4. 1 5 pm arriving in Bombay 
at 5.1"5 and passengers will be kept in-transit at Sahar 
for 2 hours before boarding Bmy Kwt flight at 8 pm 
arriving Kuwait ai 9.30 pm. 

The second option will help Goans who have Thurs- 
day holidays. especially ihe schoolsarea and also those 
who like to have customs dea ranee at Bombay airport. 
There are still persistent complaints that Goa customs 
are harassing passengers, forcing them to open every 
package for inspection, which is not the case at Bom- 
bay which allows lhe inspection through scanning, 
when it is a matter of one piece baggage. 

Goans would have greatly appreciated if Air India 
Kuwait office had released this 2 AI flights options to 
Goa through the local press for the benefit of the Goa 
passengers. „ ^ 

V. De Souza. 
Kuwait 


SIR: This is in reference roan article which appeared in 

your paper on Mar 1 7. 

Your paper also reaches Cairo. Egypt three to four 
days late. I hope something will be done about this. 

My main topic is on the Western media's distortion 
of anything Islamic. 

Lately the Western media is taking a lot of ^ 'interest* 


in the Libyan 'chemical plant.' the Iraqi missile and the 
- of Farzad Bazoft. There is definitely a reason 


hanging c 

for all these whinings. 

These so-called powers remained silent oyer Israel's 
manufacture of an atomic bomb, ballistic missiles and 
chemical weapons. Their 'impartial' news agencies 
didn't say a word about these. This implies that 
production of arms, and weapons arc the monopolies 
of the big powers and their cronies. Whenever an 
Is'amic or Arab country manufactures same, there is a 
loud cry. Well, to that 1 say you can't keep us down! 

Bazoft was executed for espionage and any country 
in Iraq's position would have taken the same measures. 

Western agencies have iljpe same goals - whatever is 
good for Muslims, or is in the best intercsi of A nibs is a 


SIR; Through your newspaper, 1 would like to thank 
the organising committee of Hyderabad's 400 years 
celebrations for planning such an event in Kuwait. 2r 
was through your newspapers I knew that such an 
event is going to take place. On further inquiry I have 
found out quite a few prominent Hyderabad] residents 
in Kuwait who are putting their efTorts-into it. 

J would like to thank FasihoddinChand convenor of 

organi sing commit tee and also Naseeruddin, joint con- 
venor of organisingcoamittee for initiating this cause. 

I would also like to thank A. M -S. Zakiuddin, Sikander 
Zamnn Khan. Muiarram Khan. Dr Naidu. Jesper and 
the rest for voluntarily helping the or^mising commit- 
tee to make this event a success. 


I sincerely appeal to all Hyderabad! community to 
join hands and try- their best to make this event 
memorable. ( am confident, like myself, other 
Hyderabadi and the rest of-the Indian comnuimiy in 
Kuwait will be anxiously waiting to know the venue 
and dates of this event. 


'enme. 


If Egypt wants to produce electricity through atomic 
reactors it's a crime, bui if Israel manufactures 
weapons it’s a 'ncoasin What an 'impeccable' logic!! 

We Muslims and Arabs must think {before it's too 
late) about how wc can counteract such blatant 
propaganda. 

Abdel Majeed Ismail, 
Cairo, Egypt. 


Mohammad Qamroddln, 
Safat. 


ALL Letters to tbe Editor must contain the 
writer’s name and address. Publication is at 
tbe discretion of tbe Editor and letters are 
subject to the editing process for space or 
otter reasons. - 


its probfaris; externally andmteraally. withjjie^ 
use of fon4-’’ said^ Algim^t^iGe^ 
served as a delegate Co fte. Smnet ^Natjonal;' 
Parliament unfit mdtepen^ 
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say: crushing^ the independence rifovehiien.t'V 
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nuclear weapo ns by ~50 per 'teht axid - remove ^ 
Flfiousand^oflrooi 
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huh 

Europe. . . .. ... 

: Relationship^ : "iv' 1 

• US Sen Edward M. ICerihedy; arrivui^iri ■ 


, Gorbachev’s yel^tcm^b^p. :«#(Ir 'tBcs. United- : 
L States^tTiskv- 

'Ahave;:yew' -sig- 



rdationsWp f M :tesaad. 

OnThuradUy.theUSSenatepassedaresolu- 
tion 93-0 asking the 


of imUtaxytxiwer ” would have severe reperqus-lJ 
stbns.for CJS-So v»et rdafions. . 

«ir m it.. OnU:«- U^ ^r.S'1 


“If te nses force, in the Baltics, Kij 
maintain his current worldwide standih^arid/ 
relations betweenChe Soviet Utuon an<f others- 


until now," Prinskiene stud. 

A riofent reaction also would likely tettte 
flow of foreign investment desperately needed 
by the Soviet economy. : 

Kremlin officials indicated last week fdirthe 
First time that the economy is in sucJfbad sitae© 
that it might need outright foreign aid, sRnrtfor 
to the United States’ Marshall Plan that teiped 
Europe recover after World War II. • • 4 
Western credits were temporarily suspended 
to China after that country cracked down Ori 
pro-democracy demonstrators, in Tiananmen 
Square. Foreign businessmen have been reluc- 
tan t to return because of uncertainty about tfcaE 
country’s stability. - . 

Use of force also could cause an uproai’. 
within the Soviet Union, as it did when soldiers, 
broke up a peaceful demonstration in Tbilisi, 
capital of the Georgian republic, last April-' 
Nineteen people were killed. /•' 

Crackdown . . ; 

Angry hardliners want some sort of aahlid- - 
own on secessionists, but reformers have thrr. 
own their support to the newly elected Lithuan-: 
ian Parliament, which issued the declaration of 
indqwndena. ' % 

The army also might balk if^ Gorbachev 1 
decided to use force in Lithuania. C": 

In January, Soviet mothers took to rite:' 
streets to protest the mobilization of their sons'; 
to restore order in Azerbaijan, a Caucasus 
mountain republic engaged in a bitter dispute 
wirii neighbouring Armenia- Soviet-officials- 
quickly backed down and esded the mobiSza-, 


uon. 


Weighing the costs' and benefit leaves lithr, 
uanians wondering: Why is the Kremfinwaging 
this war of nerves? . V " ■ 

At worst, they fear; Gorbachev . cOuid be 
P^panng the ground for armed intervention. - 
At the least, he is forcing Ijihuania residcuts^ 
from the police to everyone dwnm^k- huritil^ 
take sidespublicly and at person af osfc! 
idesorcad 


sides pubhely and atpexsOnalrislfc: 
Still, there is widespread hope the dj^riite.'WflT' 
be resolved peacefully. ■ T : ;; 




“tt'11 be kind of .strain 

backstage In ibe ,sadv&do«ie before: 
show. But I'm not afraid tn- gn. iritri ■ 
building. Luckily, it was a great Wfgh n 
people remember the batik? of ^ thebrains i 


5**^’ 7" ? nan Oftw. former Glyinjritrskatint'ClG 
pion oo skatmg professionally. : ' : • .-.v'-'; ■ 


"If the Games really represent goodwill amoDgiratic^if-' 

Ql > m i* ! ^ pi»y.iaSt feas; 


in the United States forthe National OIvni-- " 
^ ‘““^diuania, on disrucSori' 
oftte Goodwill Gaines if the SdVier Cteom' 

cracks down on Lithuania. : 
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A scene from Mani Kaul's Sidd heshwari. 


Governor C Subramaniyam gives the Gofden Conch to Vasudha Joshi for Voices for Bahapal. 


Documentaries dilemma: needed but not wanted 


By Firoze Rangoonwalla 

Arab Times correspondent 

THE documentary or short film has never 
been able to make its place in India. 
Though cinema was pioneered by short 
film makers and the tradition continued 
for many years, the feature film has domin- 
m ated the scene for over seven decades. The 
documentary dilemma is that it's needed 
but not wanted. The government's Filins 
Division makes hundreds of such films and 
they are compulsorily screened by every 
theatre. But people neither see them 
properly nor remember them. 

That's why an international festival of 
these films, held in Bombay in the first 
■week of March, failed to make any impact. 
About six hundred films were entered by 
45 countries including India. There was a 
special competition section with cash 
prizes of rupees seven and a halflakhs and 
pure gold and silver conches, for the films 
oflast two years. The information section 
covered the product of five years. There 
jpere separate packages devoted to Geor- 
ges Mefies and John Grierson. India's con- 
tribution included a spectrum of the best 
shorts of the last decade, one retrospective 
of Sukhdev's films and another of the 
diploma films made by students of the 
Film Institute. 

In addition, there weredaily open forum 
discussions, two seminars, several press 
conferences, functions, exhibitions and 
the publication of a daily bulletin and half 
adozen costly brochures. A market section 
was organised with 14 stalls. For the public 
there were daily shows of films at two 
commercial theatres and one art cinema. 


Foreign delegates were invited with the 
largesse of air tickets and rooms at the 
posh 5-star Oberoi hotel. More than sixty 
lakhs rupees were spent on the week-long 
fete. 

The results? For delegates and press, the 
festival was ruined by sheer over-kill. Like 
the feature film fetes, this too had too 
many things running at the sa me lime. Add 
to this the official bungling. Programmes 
went awry. Films were not screened in the 
given order. Several movies had no sub- 
titles and yet went on for 60 to 90 minutes. 
The excuse given was that some films 
arrived too late. But could there not be a 
cut-off dale or should such films not be 
rejected? The main brochure containing 
full details appeared only on the sixth day. 
Meanwhile, people did not know which 
shows and films to select and how to follow 
what was going on. 

The situation at public theatres was 
worse, though tickets were very low- 
priced. Interested people turned away, as 
they bad no clue of which films pertained 
to what, which awards or honours they 
had won and how they were clubbed 
togethcrin one show. Theart cinema could 
collect an audience of 1 2 to 1 5 people and 
on the fourth day it cancelled the festival 
and switched over to a sexy feature film. 
The total collections were extremely poor. 
The sale of brochures was meagre. The 
market section had not recorded any wor- 
thwhile sales till the last day. The festival 
ended up in huge losses, and without even 
serving its main purpose. 

It was a mistake to have such a huge fete 
at the time of assembly elections in Bom- 
bay. The attention was divided and the 
press coverage poor. A political undertone 
was reflected m the grand inaugural at 


Tula Theatre, attended by vice-president 
of India, chief minister of Maharashtra 
and governor of Bombay. The Janata 
government's Information Minister P. 
Upendra congratulated C.M. Sharad 
Pawar for winning the elections for Con- 
gress-I. He also spoke on the same lines. 
The vice-president had to snub them. A 
political hue of another kind was seen at 
the concluding awards function, held in 
the morning (for the sake of some V.I.P) 
even before all the films got screened. 

The film gelling the top non-fiction 
short film award was Voices From Baliapal 
made by Vasudha Joshi and Ranjan Palit. 
It criticised and lampooned ihe former 
Rajiv Gandhi government for trying to 
build a missile testing range on a prosper- 
ing rural area. This could be shown 
because that government is not in power 
and the award would be a boost for the new 
ruling parly. The Soviet film Black Square 
getting the second big award was in 
glorification of “perestroika" for art and 
culture and condemnation of previous 
suppression. The same was the case with 
Dreams From China and also/n Memory oj 
Friends on the Punjab political jumble. 
The only ones awarded for cinemauc value 
were Udel (Czech) and Tin Toy (USA). 

• The opening function had two films 
which were not entered in the fete at all. 
India Through ihe Looking Glass tried to 
look at too many things, starting from a 
factually wrong history of short films and 
some faked shots of pioneers at work. 
Mani Kaul's Siddheshwari on the classical 
Thumri singer was slow and abstract. At 
theCaIcuttafestivai.it had already raised a 
dispute of whether it is a documentary or 
feature film. 

The authorities should realise the basic 


truth that there is no documentary habit in 
India and people consider the short film to 
be a nuisance. When it ends they clap 
loudly, so that the feature film can start. A 
big reason for this is the poor quality of 
news-reels and documentaries by the mon- 
opolistic Films Division, which has to lean 
on government propaganda. Independen- 
tly made shorts have also to be approved 
and distributed by F.D. if they $re to be 
seen by the public. Otherwise there are no 
outlets. Commercial distributors and 
theatre owners don't touch them with a 
barge-pole. The censors give them a lot of 
trouble. 

Many such interesting and thought- 
provoking documentaries have been lan- 
guishing in the cans. The recent case was of 
Anand Patwardban’s Hamara Shahar on 
demolition of slums. No political party has 
ever thought of giving autonomy to F.D. 
What is the use of the division itself void ng 
criticism and then sleeping over it? The 
festival inaugural film India Through the 
Looking Glass carried many protests 
against it and this was shown to save face 
and give a facade of freedom of expression. 
But if no change or reform is brought, it is a 
futile exercise. 

Some Indian entries at the fete showed 
the routine drab altitude. Sohrab Modi, a 
bio-pic of the great producer-director- 
actor showed only his rise but not his fall. 
The interview with him in broken language 
shattered the illusion of Modi having mas- 
tery over Urdu. There were alsoerrors. like 
“Alma Tarang" being his first film under 
Minerva banner. Other films did not hold 
interest. Just like Indian art films, some 
documentaries have won awards at home 
and in foreign festivals. But the large mass 
of dnegoers are hardly aware of them. 




Chunky Pandey: unconcerned ' 


Chunky: ‘It’s all luck’ 

Q. What went wrong with your films last year? Almost every 
one was a flop.? 

A, Not “Mitli Aur Sona" and **Na-!nsaafi'\ Others ran jusi 
okay. But this has not afTecied me. People keep offering 
films tome. After all I was in “Tezab." If my career was 
shaken up. would I be on the list of "banned" stars having 
too many assignments? 

Q. But you did not get the big credit even in successful films? 

A. Others having a bigger better role may get more noticed. 
That does not mean I don't share any credit. People 
appreciate my work loo. They talk to me or write to me. 

Q. It's said you get films due to your contacts and good 
relations, as well as promoting by your doctor parents 
having patients in the industry? 

A, See, in the film world, even a father or uncle won't cast an 
actor if he is not saleable. Something in you must attract 
the producers and your name must ring a bell with 
distributors. No amount of pushing will ever help. 

Q. Your heroines too are of the smaller grade like Sonam and 
Neelam? 

A. It's all luck. My films with Dimple and others did not do 
well. The teaming with Neelam clicked and people liked 
us. But you must know that 1 am doing films with 
Madhuri, Madhvi, San gee la, Amriia and Farha too. / 



Pooja Bedi with Nari Hira: career of marriage 



Blues styles 

flock 

DELBERT McCGntoo, I'm With You {Crab Records, D4-77252) 

The rap against Delbert McClinton has always been that his records just 




Fort Worth. Texas. 

But with this album, McClinton goes a long way toward nullifying that 
canaid. One big reason is the punchy horn section he has behind him and 
another is the bluesy guitar of Anson Funderbiugh. But what really makes 
“I'm With You' 1 take off are the emotion and jump that McClinton puts into 
bis vocals. 

McClinton has always sung like a redneck Otis Redding and the soul flows 
freely throughout these 10 honky-tonky love songs. 

That 's The Way I Feel is an up-tempo rocker punctuated by the horns and I 
Want To Love You is a nice tear-jerker but Crazy 'Bout You, Who's Foolin' 
Who - and The Real Thing best capture McClimon's Fort Worth funkiness. 

But is that really a synthesizer that can be heard bleeding thro ugh, especially 
on the title cut? A synthesizer wouldn't go over very well at all on the old 
Jacksboro Highway. 

Classical 

Emanuel Ax, Claude Boding, Sonatas For Two Piamsts (CBS, 45646), 

Claude Bolling composes music featuring his own piano and the instrument 
of a famous classical musician. Yo-Yo Ma, Andres Segovia and Jean-Pierre 
Rampal have all starred in BoHing suites. . , 

Bolling Borrows licks from fascinating sources. His saccharine Suite for 
Violin and Jazz Piano with pinchas Zukennan bad the same beginning as 
Alban Berg's Adagio for Violin and Piano, an atonal work. 

This time the instrumentation is different. {“Hey. Pinky. We Won't Be 
Seeding Your Fiddle This Time. Yo. Yo-Yo. Leave Your Ax At Home Too) " 
This time Emmanuel Ax is the guest, and he plays the same instrument boiling 
does. So we get a pair of Sonatas For Two Pianists. The classical Oiles mislead: 
Bolling is still in the business of Parisian jazz-classicaf pop. 

The two piano mix works pretty well Bolling veers inventively between jazz 
and classical piano idiom. Pierre- Yyes Soria (baa) and Vincent Cordekate 
(drums) do strong, well-articulated back-up, and shine by themselves just 
before the first Sonata's finale. 

The section following their rhythmic cade^ holds ternfic pane writing 
and a moment that recallsthesuper-deep left hand of Houre Pauly Starting 
by the Herbie Nichols Trio. The bass has always been wonderfully loud and 
rich on boiling records and that’s the case here. 

Jazz 

Ralph Sutton and Jay MeSBuuut, Last of the Whorehouse Piano Players’ 
playing that draws from the stride and blu« styles. 

P3 v(^"matte» most is the incredible way they trade musical ideas, anticipate 
and complement each other. 

Ganbannies, Paw rock artists, but Gun- 

bu ^^muS e Xk, toSSS^* beginning wilh U»r debut 

of » I °^ t 5S[ 0 yS^?^B !d 0mm fa?*? Do* are the wo teadriTiradu. 

1 W. 1 S Stfhm aS old-fashioned rock n 1 roll sound I! enjoyable 10 the 
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aficionados. 

Therein ail 
“stranded,” gunl 


Three Pays aenmu 

.aficionados. anything but extraordinary- Whh the exception of 

; ij^ontemporaiy sound. 


Country 


this album. both emtsuinding upbeat oils and 

As Long As 

She slows down to Denver « 

B^i.inaTudrerforJw-.toOn./^K.U.Tfinaly 

Written tune. Tennessee Woman.GoodbyeBaby.lt Won't Be 

... Also rewarding are neresni 
■ she accomplishes diaL 



in the snapshot? 


Christine Easiell's snapshot oi her nephew Joe Butler in the ancient grounds at St Peter’s Church which 
seems to show an apparition of a woman on the gravestone. 


CHRISTINE Eastell got a shock 
when she had some wedding 
photographs developed.... and 
discovered an uninvited guest in 
the background of one. 

Now Christine, 32, is convin- 
ced the snapshot of her new- 
phew, three-year-old page-boy 
Joe Butler also features the ghos- 
tly figure of a woman clutching a 
baby. 

Christine, who lives in Conis- 
brough. South Yorkshire, told 
me: “I didn't really believe in 
ghosts before. But after seeing 
that photograph, I don't really 
know now. The image is very 
clear." 

The picture, taken at the wed- 
ding of one of Christine's in-laws 
last October, was snapped in 
front of an old gravestone in the 
ancient grounds of St Peter’s 
Church and seems to show an 
apparition of a woman on the 
gravestone. 

Christine told me: “It was my 
father who pointed out the figure 
when tbe photograph was 
developed. And when 1 looked at 
it closely. I saw the figure of a 
woman. It is not scary but it is all 
very strange. 

“I went back and had a look at 
the gravestone after I saw the 
picture. It is a gentleman's grave. 
And it seems a bit of a coin- 
cidence that the name on the 
grave is Joseph — the same as my 
father and ray nephew', who is in 
the picture. 

“My nephew iscalled Joe. And 
the name on the grave is Joseph, 
which is also ray dad’s name. The 
full name on the grave is Joseph 
Waits. 

“I don’t know who he was. The 
grave is from the IS60's, 1 think. 
And it is the only white graves- 
tone in the churchyard which 
dates hack to 900 AD. All the 
others are black." 

Christine confessed: “I don't 
know what to make of the pic- 
ture. I just can't explain it. I sup- 
pose i l could be a trick of the light 
— but the image on the graves- 
tone is so clear. 

“When I look at it sometimes, 
I think 1 see another little face at 
the bottom. But you can clearly 
see that lady holding the baby. 
People are fascinated when I 
show them. Like me, they don't 
believe it until they see it." 

The apparition is a dream 
come true for local historian and 
poet Benny Wilkinson, who has 
always fell the village should 
have its own ghost. 

“In fact, I advertised in the 
local paper for a ghost to brigh- 
ten up Conisbrough about three 
years ago but I didn't get any 
replies. 

“I thought thecharacter of the 
town was such that we ought to 
have a ghost Although nothing 


happened when I advertised, 
since Christine took this 
photograph there have been a 
number of occurrences. And 
suddenly the ghosts in the town 
have started to come to life!" 

Benny revealed: “’The keeper 
at the castle in Conisbrough has 
heard voices since the picture was 
taken in the nearby churchyard. 
And people have been walking 
around on a Sunday afternoon 
and suddenly felt a very cold 
presence in the vicinity. 

“They couldn't explain it It 
was just this one patch of about 
20 or 30 yards that was 
absolutely freezing cold ." 

Another villager complained 
of a knocking noise behind him 
as he strolled around the lJth 
century castle. He later found 
that a man with a wooden leg had 
been hung in that area! 

Benny told me: “Another sigh- 
ting was at the sweet factory 
where a young girl was boiling 
sweets. She turned round and 
there was a chap looking at her. 
She didn't know who he was and 
when she turned round again, he 
was gone. 

“It appears that a man of that 
description had hung himself 20 
years earlier in that factory. And 
it is very near the church and the 
castle." 

In the past few months the 
guardian of the castle has com- 
plained of a woman weeping and 
screaming. Thinking someone 
had been locked inside the castle 
overnight, he searched but found 
nothing. “It left him cold,” said 
Benny. 

“And the man who lives near 
Lhe chapel ended up in hospital 
after one incident. His house is 
very old and one night the doors 
were banging closed on their 
own. He came out to investigate 
and there was a young girl on the 
landing and he panicked and fell 
off the landing! 

“It put him in hospital. He is 
all right now but he said it was a 
really frightening experience. I 
questioned others in the house 
and they said there had been a lot 
of odd things happening. 

“The whole town is talking 
about iL'' 

Benny says that, when he first 
saw Christine's photo, he didn’t 
look at the little boy. “I looked 
straight at the gravestone," he 
said. “The image is there glaring 
out at you. 

“Everyone who has the 
photograph has different ideas 
about the figure. Some say she is 
a modern lady and others say 
she's an Edwardian lady in a crin- 
oline dress. One of my nephews 
say there is a man standing at her 
side. 


Behind the screen 

• Rekha surprised everybody 
by hitting the front-page with 
the news of her overnight 
marriage to businessman 
Mukesh Agarwal. The follow- 
up stories showed lhaL the 
groom was balding and did not 
want to gel photographed, not 
alone at least. But poor Rekha 
had to spend her honeymoon 
days in the Esplanade court for 
an income-tax case. The 
magistrate later said she should 
have made an appeal of being 
“just married”. After that the 
new pair flew ofT for a holiday, 
(this being Rekha's fourth or 
fifth wedding). Some have 
dismissed it as Rekha^s publicity 
stunt for her new release 
Bahurani. in which she plays a 
dulhan or new bride, and her 
husband's name is Amit (guess 
who?) 

* * * 

• Pooja Bedi should make up 
her mind whether she wants to 
have a career or a man (if not 
hubby), to be an actress and 
model or a wife and mother. She 
has the producers all tied up in 
knots whether to sign her or not. 
And on lop of that, she has a 
cookie face and doubtful acting 
talent. 

• * * 

• Nana Patekar is growing too 
big for his boots, as actor and 
back-seat director. Formerly he 
always talked of simple living 
and small tenements. Now he 
dreams of production, big 
money, bungalows. Dimple as 
heroine, and Deep ti or Raakhee 
as companions in addition to his 
wife. 


• When Salman Khan was a 
mere assistant director, nobody 
thought much of him as an actor 
or hero, what with his typical 
face. Even his father Salim 
Khan, writer and former hero of 
just one or two films, ridiculed 
his acting ambition and told him 
to learn direction. But now his 
hulk has paid off in one apt film 
Maine Pyar Kiya and producers 
are running after him. So Salim 
has promptly joined the race 
and iaunaied his own 
production with son as hero. He 
also keeps repeating that his 
Prince Salman was always a 
good looker and had sparks of 
acting from the time he did not 
know how to brush his teeth. 

• * • 

• Jaya Prada’s much-boosted 
brother Raja Babu whom she 
chlls a big actor ia ibe south has 
been in true colours, in a 
dubbed Hindi version. He has 
appeared “in and as” the 
romantic playboy of a sex flick 
JowoniJaan-e-Mon. That too 
opposite six “sex bombs” as 
heroines, also called “crazy 
girls”. 

• * • 

• Farha’s lover, Dara Singh’s 
son Vindoo has proved smarter 
than the fiery actress. Instead of 
going crazy for her, he makes 
her run after him and dangles 
the carrot of marriage. Perhaps, 
be can foresee his fate as a 
husband a few vears hence. 


Star Slips 

Shatntghan Sinhsu “If the 
authorities questioned Amilabb 
during the Congress-1 regime, 
then it must be about his films, 
his heroines and about Rekha.” 
Jnhi Chawla: “Big banners are 
not that important, considering 
that so many of them are 
flopping these days.” 

Rishi Kapoor“The only three 
heroines in my career with 
whom I enjoyed working are 
Farida Jalal, Padmini 
Kolhapure and Sri Devi.” 
(Note: He forgets wife Neelu 
Singh)” 

Sonam: “I am the worst dancer 
in the industry. If Poonam 
Dhillon and I were to dance 
together, then Poonam would 
look as if she was Sri Devi.” 
Mitfum: “Can you believe, I 
spent seventy lakhs on Shiipa 
Shirodkar. 

Mumtafln my struggling ' 
days, every actor refused to 
accept me as heroine, even 
Shashi Kapoor and Dharam. 
Only Rajesh Khanna and 
Sanjay Khan were wilting. 




VARIETY 




By Shaun Seekins 


BERT RIGBY, YOU'RE A 
FOOL is an old fashioned 
musical comedy that has proved 
to be a little too corny for univer- 
sal acceptance. Robert Lindsay, 
who starred on Broadway in Me 
and My Girl plays the title 
character, a mine worker in a 
small English town who has a 
passion for hoofers like Fred 
Astaire and Gene Kelly. His one 
dream in life is to buy the town’s 
lone cinema, restore it to it's past 
glory, and turn it into a cultural 
hub for the run-down area. 

On a whim, Bert enters a 
travelling talent contest and is 
soon launched on the road to 
showbiz stardom. Through a 
series of fortuitous meetings and 
lucky breaks, the effervescent 
dancer /singer/comic is transpor- 
ted to America, where he first 
makes an unsuccesful running 
shoes commercial (posing as 
Buster Keaton) and then finds 
work as a dialogue coach to an 
arrogant actor (Corbin Bern- 
sen). That leads to a bit part in a 
movie, and soon he is a wealthy 
celebrity, and has returned to his 
home town as a hero. 

Franklin SchafFner’s film Wel- 
come Home is yet another instal- 
ment in the seemingly endless 
fascination that Hollywood has 
with the Vietnam war. Kris Kris- 
tofferson plays an Air Force pilot 
was shot down over Cambodiain 
1970 and has returned to the 
States after 17 years to find that 
his wife has remarried and that he 
has been listed as dead. 

Schaffner manages to obtain 
some strong performances from 
his cast, Kristofferson gives a 
good portrayal of a man who has 
to choose between his Cam- 
bodian wife and family and the 
ex-wife be finds on his return. 
Jo Beth Williams has a more dif- 
ficult task persuading us that a 
woman who was only married 
for one month before her bus- 



Vietnam fixation 



Robert Lindsay. Robbie Coltrane, 


band disappeared for 17 years 
and who subsequently remarried 


and who subsequently remarried 
could still fee! such powerful 
emotions. She does it well. 

The Big Picture seems to have 
been made as one big inside joke. 
The most amusing scenes in the 
film are to be appreciated by peo- 
ple who have close relationship 
with the movie business. j.T. 
Walsh'.- performance as the unc- 


tuous studio boss is spot on and 
Martin Short's parody of an 
agent is very funny. There’s also 
a jab at the growing influence of 
market research when we are 
offered a look at the production 
of Abe and the Babe, it seems that 
the two most popular figures in 
American history are Abe Lin- 
coln and Babe Ruth. 

The story is an old one, young 
man betrays his ideals, is briefly 
successful, but loses everything 
and must come to terms with 
making good the damage that he 
has caused. Hie hero is Nick 
(Kevin Bacon) a young aspiring 
film-maker who wins a talent 
contest and quickly becomes the 
toast of Hollywood. Tempted by 
promises of wealth and power, be 
is soon driving a Porsche and 
mixing with aspiring starlets, 
neglecting his girlfriend and best 
friends along the way. Only as 
the realities of studio wheeling 


Ann Bancroft and Corbin Bernsen 
English comedy, 
and dealing are brought home to 
him does he come to terms with 
his situation. 

Kill Me Again is a clever ‘film 
no2r' that has plenty of plot twists 


star in Bert Rigby. You’re a Fool, an 


to keep the suspense at a high 
level. The double crosses begin 
early on in the film when Fay 
Forester knocks out her 
boyfriend and runs off with the 
money they have just stolen from 
the mob. To make sure that he 
doesn't try to find her, she hires 
Jack Andrews (Va 1 Kilmer) to 
fake her death. But he does it too 
well and is arrested by the police. 
He then has to convince them 
that the improbable story is true 
by finding the girl before either 
the ex-boyfriend or the mob can 
really kill her. 

Asterix And The Big Fight is 
touted as the most ambitious car- 
toon film ever made in Europe. It 
reportedly took 300 artistes and 
technicians two years to make 


FAMILY DOCTOR 

Bv DR ALLAN BRUCKHEIM 


BATTERIES CAN BE MORE 
DANGEROUS THAN 
OTHER OBJECTS 


QUESTION: I know 1 should have been more careful, but 
when my 2-year-old son stuffed a small calculator battery 
up hisnose, 1 rushed him to the emergency room asquickly 
as possible. Although the doctor tried to be polite. 1 felt 


manner may have been upappealing, his concern was 
valid. 


that he was uptight and that he made a bigger thing out or 
this than it was. Ail I know is that he really made me feel 
bad. Can you get inside his head and figure out what was 
bugging him? 

Answer: Foreign bodies in every possible body orifice 
are common enough in emergency room medicine, not 
only in children, who have the habit of stuffing small 
objects where they don’t belong, but also in adults who 


play some unusual games. 

The concern you sensed in the physician was 
appropriate, and I'm happy to make his point of view clear 
to you. The usual run of objects that find their way into 
noses, mouths and ears may include small plastic parts 
from toys, marbles, pencil erasers, nuts, bolts and snail 
screws, as well as paper clips, hard candy and beans, peas 
and peanuts. 

But these items don’t possess the same dangerous poten- 
tial as those small batteries used for calculators, watches, 
games and even greeting cards. The battery has the added 
hazard of emitting electricity, capable of destroying sen- 
sitive tissue linings of the nasal and ear passages. In 
addition, they also have the potential of leaking alkaline 
chemical components that can bum these tissues and kill 
the cells. They must be removed as promptly as possible, 
using methods that reduce the probabilities of these com- 
plications. 

The best medicine here is prevention — clearing the 
home of all small items that children just cannot resist 
poking into some body cavity. While the doctor's bedside 


Question: Our youngest son still has crossed eyes, even 
though we at first thought the condition would pass as it 
had with our other children. Besides the kidding he may 
take from other children, we’re worried about his right- 
Can you teD us where the condition comes from and what 
we can do to help him? 

Answer About 2 per cent of all children are affected by 
“strabismus," which is the medical name for crossed eyes, 
and there are several causes that should be considered 
before planning the treatment strategy. If it was present 
from birth, it may be inherited, due io a birth injury or due 
to problems with the eye muscles. If the problem arose 
later, it may have resulted from developing farsightedness 
or neurological disease, possibly caused by high fever. 


The good news is that you are justifiably concerned 
tout the problem and wish to deal with it Undiagnosed 


about the problem and wish to deal with it- Undiagnosed 
strabismus can cause amblyopia ora “lazy eye" syndrome, 
where the vision in one eye becomes weakened. A baby 
should be able to focus his or her eyes on a nearby object by 
the age of 6 months. When this is recognized, a full 
evaluation of the eyes is in order. 

A child diagnosed with strabismus should be examined 
by a doctor who specialises in eye conditions and who can 
decide on an appropriate course of treatment based on the 
results of the investigation. This may include glasses, an 
eye patch, medication, suigery, eye exercises or retraining 
to overcome the amblyopia, or any combination of these. 


especially when treatment begins before the age of 4, 
although follow-up be required until age 10. 


Trilogy of battles 


The Bourne Ultimatum, by Robert Ludhun 
(Random House, 624 pp_, $21.95) 

THIS is the final book of Robert Ludlum's trilogy of 
the battles between Jason Bourne and the terrorist, 
Carlos the Jackal. 

This one is the global battle carried out in exotic 
locales — the Caribbean. Paris, the Soviet KGB's 
model cities of America (sort of a Russian Disne- 
yworld ) and Manassas. Va. OK, so maybe not all the 
locales are exotic. 

The characters from previous yams are back — 
the sinister cabal called Medusa, the evil genius 
Carlos and David Webb, the academic and family 
man who, in his spy-novel split personality, becomes 
(Trumpets Blare) Jason Bourne. 

Ludlum has been true to time however. Years 
have passed. The hero and his archnemesis have 
become older. Money is no object. Middle-aged men 
run around the world plotting and killing like chil- 
dren in a make-believe shoot’em-up with toy pistols. 
It's all in the name of vengeance. 

The evil cabal, led by a Wall Street law firm, is 
trying to take over the world. The KGB and the 
CIA, unbeliavably. co-operate fully with these two 
madmen gunning for each other. If a high body 
count, gore and mayhem are your suit, or if you're a 
die-hard Ludlum fan. this may be your cup of tea. 
For others, i t j usl isn’t plausible. 

The Scions of Sbamtara, by Terry Brooks 
(Del Rey, 465 p*, $19.95) 

Palpable evil. was a major attraction in Terry 
Brooks' first Shannan; fantasy novel. The Sword of 
Shannora. It appeared in 1977, and the current 
offering opens a second trilogy, also based in the 
four lands where man, elf, dwarf and troll live in a 
post-apocalyptic world. 

In The Scions of Shannara. Brooks returns to the 
Ohmsford family, whose ancestral trace of elven 
blood gives them access to potent magic. It opens 
with magic outlawed under oppressive rule of the 
federation. 

Worse yet, the elves have disappeared, the 


dwarves are under genocidal enslavement and shad- 
owen roam the land — vile magical creatures who 
transform men and women into zombie-like 


parasites. And now, young Par Ohmsford is plagued 
by dream-warnings from the shade of Ailanon, the 


Iasi Druid, now 300 years dead. 

Par is an inheritor of the magic of the elfstones. 
His talent is the wishsong. Of course, his duty 
become recovery of the missing sword, which can 
reveal truth and vanquish evil. 

This first volume sketches the full set — three 
daunting quests. Of course, one volume is barely 
sufficient for one quest, although it strides rhyth- 
mically toward its goal and hints of the exotic 
dangers io come. 

Brooks uses sturdy, familiar ploys to assemble 
and motivate his mediavel characters. His lawyerly 
training shows as he builds his descriptive passages a 
mix of incantation and evocation. 


V* iilVUIlUiUVU WOVUUVU. 

While this book lacks the oppressive sense of evil 
that marked the first novel it maintains a level of 
mystery: nothing about magic is as it appears. The 
tapestry is tightly woven, but the colouring seems 

I • 


duller, the scenes less electric. 

The reward for the reader is a substantial escape, 
but the cost in hardcover may be too high a price for 
many. Bless Del Rey for its paperbacks. 

IT» Spy Went Dancing, by Aline, Countess of 
Romunoiies 

(Putnam’s, 320 pp^ $19.95) 

Aline, the countess who was a spy, is at it again 
with another of her adventures set this time in 
Madrid and Europe in 1966. 

Although the war is over, espionage is not and 
“Tiger” finds herself once aj^in in the thick of 
thing?, this lime assisted by her friend, the Duchess 
of Windsor, 

The countess finds here newest assignment, find- 
ing a deeply entrenched mole, is intrinsically tied to 
her past. And although the was has been over 20 
years, the danger from the past is still fresh. The Spy 
Went Dancing is irresistible. 


anH cost several million dollars. 
Druid Getafix has gone com- 
pletely ga-ga having been 
accidentally clouted by one of 
Obelix* flying menhirs, asa result 
he cannot recall the recipe of the 
magi c potion that the Druids use 
to keep their strength. While 
Getafix is blasting a crater in the 
middle of the village with his dis- 
astrous experiments to refind the 
recipe, the other villagers have 
also gone crazy for a quack 
soothsayer who dupes them into 
believing everything he says. 
This goes down well with the 
Romans, who use him as bait to 
conquer the Gauls. 

Naturally the film ends with a 
big Gauls versus Romans battle. 
TV above films are by courtesy of 
the Video Chib, Sahniya, TeL 
5724372, fmtas Towers, SaHuah 
Shopping Complex, Kuwait City 
and Safeway Shopping Complex, 
Farwaniya. 


Weedkiller 
crops in 
prospect 


Science 


LONDON (LPS): Nature may 
have its own answer to the 
problem of weeds spoiling crops. 
Scienlists have found that plants 
such as mustard contains com- 
pounds that inhibit the growth of 
weeds. 

The UK Institute of Food 
Research has been carrying out a 
long-term investigation of 
naturally occurring compounds 
that have a wide range of 
biological activity, and is curren- 
tly working to prove that mus- 
tard grown between crcjps can 
replace man-made chemicals in 
controlling weeds. 

Dr Roger Fenwick, head of the 
institute's bioactive components 
group, says be is now confident 
that when mustard is grown bet- 
ween crop plantings and 
ploughed back into the soil it will 
produce eno ugh potent weedkiU- 
ing chemical to dramatically 
reduce the amount of synthetic 
weedkillers currently needed. 
There are fears that the latter are 
becoming an environmental 
hazard as the rain washes them 
off the soil into watercourses. 

Part of the research at Lhe ins- 
titute has focused on brassicas 
such as rapeseed and mustard. 
The early results of work in both 
Britain and Poland have shown 
that brassicas generally appear 
to have a significant* effect on 
weed production. Laboratory 
experiments have clearly shown 
that the germination of weeds 
and theirgrowth are inhibited by 
the active components in mus- 
tard. 

Dr Fenwick says field trials 
have also shown that if farmers 
plant a crop of mustard in bet- 
ween two food crops, the number 
of weeds in those crops is sig- 
nificantly reduced. He explained: 
“The reason why mustarel keeps 
down the weeds is due to the 
presence init of a group of com- 
pounds called glucosinolates. 
Essentially, these are the com- 
pounds in mustard which give 
rise to the hotness when we eat it. 

Their presence in the plant is 
really protective — they protect 
the plant against fungal disease 
and animal attack. In addition to 
these properties, we have found 
that they have really significant 
effect in terms of the inhibition of 
weed growth.” 

Research has shown that dif- 
ferences in soil have little effect 
on weed growth. Dr Fenwick 
continued: “I should say that the 
effect of mustard is produced by 
its natural compounds. The mus- 
tard is harvested, it is chopped up 
and these compounds are absor- 
bed into the soil. AU the evidence 
that we have suggests that the 
compounds do remain in the soil 
long enough to enable a wide 
scale killing of weeds.” 



Kim Koshy turns 7 on Simia celebrates tier JjirtfP ‘ : -.Gres^aP^MttirnS86n:: 
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Before 
the half 
hour war 


/AllkUlllg IrtvW :. 1 -set fpot on mainland Am^<» was:btt:bis ; 

, i_ • * j , ' thirdSroyage in;;1498. ^i$ ^w^ iri,>y 

The rickshaw was invented, by an. ez^ataixMcalledC^ 

American Baptist minister in Japan m ' .. e vi.; 1 


By the end of 1976 over 1 85 million bottles Anne Bdi<^i6ccribd^ Heiiry_VtHi 

ofCbca-Colawercboughteveryday. had an ejrtrafe^dniKri^fiMa. ^7*:^ 


Stories have been told 
Over and over again 
Of an age — when man did 
Impossible things 
Before the half hour war 
Which ended new begin- 
nings. 


What a muddle! ^ f / 

Which present belongs to which : character?; 7 




Today is — ‘The Day’, . 
When man is destined to 


t! 


recover 
To emerge 

From the concrete walls of 
the fallout shelter 
And once again — to do 
impossible things 
Which man did, before 
The half hour war 
To begin in the beginning. 





Putting on clothes,’ from 
our ancestors' wardrobes 
Feeling the weight of our 
thick green suits. 

Donning the oxygen masks 
ever so tightly . 

For-we are the people 
Who will do — impossible 
things 

Which men did before 
The half hour war. 



Whirr of electric roojors 
Green level, blue level, red 
level, yellow level. 

The doors sy/ing open. 
What a hideous landscape! 
No cement no odour of 
rotting garbage! 

No dead bodies — just 
‘green stuff 
No screams, no life. 
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We stumble back into the 


Praying to be removed 
from this hideous site. 

The doors slowly close. 
The motors whirr 
Down, down we go.. 

Back, to our suffering cells. 
Leaving behind us - 
The landscape that men left 
After the half an hour war 
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Saliya Silva (Age 13), 
Senior 2, 
Kuwait English School, 
Salwa. 
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r. Join the dots 


ARAB TIMES, THUkSDAY-FRIDAY, MARCH 29-30, 1990 
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Deor Junior Reodors, toothbrush with o small head and nylon 

medium-had! bristles, if you can, you should 
buy a new one every month. You must never 
Do pxj always clean your leelti properly? You let anyone else use it. 

should brush them twice a day — after Oroose toothpaste which has fluoride in il. 

breakfast and at bedtime. You need your awn Ruoride strengthens the hard enamel on the 
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At least ten items of sports equipment ore ridden oeiow. 
Con you find them oft? 

S RiiNMc* BEANS ■' 1 


nJ What swcxjld athletes I 
Q ENT ir THcV WANT TO g 
A//.V WtCS&i j 
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outside of your teeth. You can also buy 
fluoride mouthwash. Last, you can use dis- 
closing tablets. These stain your teeth red in 
the places where there is plaque, the sticky 
stuff that makes hales in your teeth. 

Manal. 


Just for laughs! 

ft 'as Draatfj ever married ? 
No. he was a bat-chelor. 

What is the ghosts' favourite 
pub? 

The Horse and Gloom. 

H oil’ does a ghost count ? 

One Boo Three Four Five 
Six Seven Hate Nine Frieh- . 
ten! 
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Congratulations 
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ICE CREAM CONE 


olt '-eriors to rind out yvhcit book enen 
T-. cf jJt-- innvlv is tending. 


Firsts and lasts 

The first record of fly-fishing is that it was practised with great 
skill by the Romans. 

South Africa's first railway was built in 1 860, thirty years after 
they were built in America. 

The first wrestling is known to date from 2,700 BC when it was 
practised in Iraq. 
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The Goops again 


QUIETNESS 


“AP” Words 

Directions: Put a letter in each blank to form 
words that fit the definitions below. 

1. A P _ _ _ 

2. _ _ A P 

3. _ A P _ _ 

4. _ A P _ _ 

5. _ _ AP _ _ _ 

6. _ A P 

7. A P _ m 

Definitions: ^ 

1. The fourth month. 

2. When you put paper on a present, you 

3. When you are smiling, you are 

4. What you write on. 

5. What you call the sections of a book. 

6. What you wear on your head. 

7. A big monkey. 




Let’s Settle It! 


Running water can carry sand, soil, and other things like shell pieces with it as it 
moves. When these things finally settle at the bottom of a lake or ocean, we call it 
SEDIMENT. The great pressure of the water on top of the sediment turns the 
sediment into rock. New layers of sediment form over old layers. 

Hypothesis 




Can mixing sand and dirt 
together In water show 
how rock layers of the 
Earth are formed? Check 
your answer? 


0 ' J-V-'i.' 


Hush! for your father is reading. 

Hush! for your mother is ill. 

Hush ! for the baby 
Is sleeping, and may be 
He’ll catch a nice dream if you ’re still. 
Kiss me, and promise you will ! 


Materials Needed: 8 oz. plastic glass, sand, 
dirt, water, measuring cup (1/4) 


Procedure 

1* Collect 1/4 cup of sand and 1/4 cup of dirt from 
the schoolyard in a clear plastic glass. 

2. Rll the glass with water until it is 3/4 full. 

3. Mix the sand and dirt. Draw what it looks like. 

4. Walt 24 hours. Draw what it looks like. 



Just Mixed 


After Settling 24 Hours 



Results and Conclusions 

1. Did you see layers of sediment in the water? 

2. Is that what you thought would happen? 

3. What did you learn? 



Sana Waheed ranked top 
position in KG I of the Pak- 
isfani School. Rumaifhiya. 
Congratulations! Keep up 
the good work. 


CAN YOU CREATE A NEW TOY? 


ABILITY 

FANTASY 

MEET 

SENDS 

ARTISTIC 

FASHION 

NOVELTIES 

TERMS 

AWARE 

FORTUNES 

NEED 

TEST 

CHALLENGE 

GAMES 

PART 

THRILL 

CHILDREN 

GOING 

PATENT 

TOYS 

CLEVER 

IDEA 

PLAYTHINGS 

TRENDS 

CREW 

INVENTORS 

PROTOTYPES 

UNITS 

CURREKr 

INVEST 

REVIEW 

VALUE 

DESIGN 

KNOWLEDGE 

RISKS 

WIZARDRY 

DIALS 

MAKE 

ROYALTIES 

WORLD 

DREAMERS 

MARKET 

SECRET 


ELECTRONIC 


SELECT 



SWDSTERCESYTRCA 
EHFSK I GDGRDOBTR 
NTYADSENDSYNRNT 
UOSESS I REATAEE I 
THAE I HARLLP I ERS 
RCTGTZ I TWRLMNRT 
OHNY I S I OOEAAOU I 
F I AWTEDTNRRTHCC 
ALFVS I ORKTNCDCT 
PDCMATLEEENLSSM 
NRRLYLT I VAREEHA 
'DESP I EUNBOMVTWK 
TNEREV I EWANEAAE 
CSHDGO i NG I CRRLP 

HTRC I NORTCELESE 

— . 

Birthday coupon 

Is your birthday to come soon? 

Are you a regular reader of the Junior Times? 

Well, now is the chance to let your friends know that it 
is your birthday! 

Or maybe you would like to surprise your best friend, 
brother or sister by putting their picture in for them. 
The details we need are: 

Name: 

Date of birth: 

School: 


Telephone: 

(confidential) 


Your 

favourite 

most 

recent 

picture 

(4x6) 


Send to: 

RRflB&TIIIIES 

Junior Times 
P.O. Box 2270 
13023, Safat, 
Kuwait 

To avoid Mated greet- 
ing* please Mild 
with Is a weak before 
the special date 











Meet a ne 


AtmaJashanmal 


By Yakub Razzaque 

Arab Times staff 
INDIAN businessmen have 
been pioneers in the promotion 
an d development of trade and 
commerce in all parts of the 
world. For centuries India has 
exported its human resources 
and business acumen and expert- 
ise to every continent, gaining in 
the process a world-wide reputa- 
tion and tradition second to 
none. Wherever they may have 
settled and established them- 
selves, Indian entrepreneurs 
have built up a name in com- 
merce from humble beginnings 
to gian t enterprises through their 
sheer determination, hardwork 
and of course talent with that 
indomitable pioneering spirit 
that has now become a part of 
Indian commercial legacy. 

In a number of countries in the 


Middle East Indian merchants 
have left an indelible imprint in 
business for several decades and 
in some cases centureis. Since the 
arrival in their host countries in- 
those early years when most 
Arab countries were under- 
developed, this band of young 
pioneers from India began to 
make their presence felt with 
their invaluable contributions to 
the growth of commerce of their 
new land. 

In Bahrain a prominent name 
among the Indian business com- 
munity is Jashanmals. In 1938, 
an Indian schoolboy came to 
visit his father in Bahrain on a 
week's vacation. Little did he 
know that he was destined to 
remain there and for the next 
fifty years be at the helm of a 
famous organisation in this 
country. The father, who three 
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years before, had started a small 
store, asked the lad to join the 
business and thus began an 
as sociation for the teenager with 
his new country and company 
that would last to this day. 

Today that unsuspecting 
Indian schoolboy is still here, his 
enthusiasm for business 
im diminis hed, beading a busi- 
ness empire that has become a 
household name throughout 
Bahrain and most parts of the 
Middle East 

Alma Jasbanmal is among 
those rarest of business tycoons 
who remains unchanged and 
retains his principles and values, 
of life despite success fromthose 
early teen-age days of initiation 
into the world of commerce. 
What is remarkable is his success 
as a human being. In an exclusive 
interview with the Arab Times, 
Jashanmal about his life 

and work in Bahrain. 

Likein mostmechani familie s, 
Jashanmal joined his father in 
the family business as a matter of 
course and duty. 

“I suppose it was a natural 
course to follow. My father sum- 
moned me and I obeyed. My only 
ambition at that rime was to go to 
college, but I have no regrets. It 
turned out to be alright at the 
end,” reminisced Jashanmal. 

Jashanmal started off at the 
‘bottom 1 to learn the ropes of the 
business and sort of "grew up 
with the business.” In a few years 
he was asked to run the company 
called ‘Jashanmal & Sons.' 
Thanks to the leadership and 
foresigh ted ness of Jashanmal, 
the business expanded rapidly 
and from a small store progres- 
sed to a retail giant selling a host 
of famous international 
products. 

What makes Jashanmal a 
unique personality is his human- 
ity. Unlike the average business- 
man he is not particularly 
interested in “the process of 


making money” although he 
admits it is a necessity. He : loves 
his adopted country Bahrain and 
help people dearly and makes no 
secret of his admiration, affinity 
and dose bond with the ruling 
famil y, in particular the Annr. 

“Bahrain is a very special 
place. I have lived in all parts of 
the Gulf, but nothing compares 
with B ahrain. Apart from its cos- 
mopolitan atmosphere, the 
island's greatest resource is her 
people, the friendliest and most 
hospitable I have come across,” 
said Jashanmal. 

Although originally front 
India, Jashanmal is proud _ of 
being a Bahraini — having 
received Bahraini citizenship 
with his family — and is commit- 
ted passionately to her cause in 
any way he can. 

“Bahrain is my country. 1 
would like to see business in gen- 
eral develop further in this coun- 
try so that the next generation of 
Bahrainis can take over,” said 
Jashanmal. His love for Bahrain 
explains why he never expanded 
his business in any other place in 
the world. 

“I could have branched out 
anywhere else but 1 felt nothing 
could take the place of this 
beautiful island." His attach- 
ment to Bahrain also explains 
why he always spent his vacation 
here. 

Atma Jashanmal, now in his 
late sixties, is a warm, simple and 
compassionate human being. A* 
soft-spoken old gentleman, be 
chooses his words carefully and 
talks as effortlessly as he makes 
you fee) forever welcome. A 
meeting with him is quite an 
experience. Always impeccably 
attired, he looks the picture of a 
refined and scholarly country 
esquire. Perhaps what draws one 
immediately to him is his cool 
demeanour and relaxed way of 
speaking. A self-educated and 


self-made man, Jashanmal has a 
remarkable command of English 
language. Not bad for someone 
who never made it to college. 

Like his father, Jashanmal is a 
philanthropist who has a deep 
love and desire to help anyone in 
need irrespective of caste, culture 
and nationality. Over the yearn 
his company has been active fun- 
ding and sponsoring anumber of 
various cultural and sporting 
events in Bah ra in for charitable 
causes. This desire to meet and 
help people perhaps explains 
why he enjoys best the public 
relations aspect of his business 
empire 1 . Jashanmal, among all bis 
other achievements, is also a 
founding member of the island's 
biggest school, the Indian 
ScBdoJ. Inspire of his advancing 
years his min d is as sharp as ever 
and there are no plans for 
retirement. 

“I will carry on as long as I 
have to. When the time comes, 
the new generation will take 
over.”. The new generation 
indudes his son and daughter as 
well as several nephews and 
nieces. 

A keen sportsman in his years, 
Jashanmal keeps in touch with 
various sports in the country and 
sponsors a major cricket trophy 
named after him. These days he 
Ekes to spend some time in health 
centres to keep fit. 

Last year Jashanmal & Sons 
opened a magnificent shopping 
complex with a range of modern 
facilities and quahty products for 
its customers, a showpiece that 
stand as a tribute to its owners. 

Asked what advice he would 
give to an upcoming business- 
man, he said, “One must be 
rational without avarice.” 

Perhaps it would be 
appropriate to condude with the 
man's own words about himself. 

“I am a simple man with sim- 
ple habits. Afterall I am a human 
being.” 



ARTS 

Sultan Galtary 

INDIAN artist Shamima 
Farid is showing a collection of 
her latest works at the Sultan 
Gallery, near Rolls Royce 
showroom. A wide selection of 
subjects are featured in the 
paintings of the artist, who has 
exhibited widely in Kuwait and 
overseas. However, this is 
Shamima's first solo-exhibi- 
tion in Kuwait. Open daily 
from 9 am to I pm and 4 to 8 
pm. 

Bfts’n’ Pieces 

An interesting 8 week course 
in patchwork and quilting tech- 
niques. For details contact Tel. 
5634663. 


Guardian Angel Club 

The Guardian Angel Club 
take great pleasure in announc- 
ing their Konkani drama enti- 
I tied “Ostorecho Mog” 
(Woman's Love) directed by 
Remmie J. Colaco, on June 8, 
1990, at the IAC. Goan Charlie 
Chaplin — Jancito Vaz, 
Ophelia, H. Britton and Sebby 
Coutinho are among the other 
well known Goan cast 

Summer Affair *90 

THE Weekend Club will 
host their traditional “Summer 
Affair” on the first day of Eid 
A1 Fitr (April 26) at the 
Regency Palace Hotel. Watch 
or participate in the selection 
and crowning of the 1990 Sum- 
mer Queen, join in a Jive Con- 
test, watch a scintillating dis- 
play of “Lambada” or simply 
let your feet loose to the music 
of Top Ranks and Perfect 
Strangers. Gala buffet, loads of 
prizes and most important have 
a good time. For reservations 
call 431 5425 (Julio), 5741380 or 
4890566. 


PAC’s Silver Jubilee 

THE organising committee 
of the Pakistan Arts Circle will 
celebrate PACs Silver Jubilee 
on Thursday, the 27th April, 
1990 at 9 pm. The programme 
will include variety of 
programme and “Sham-e- 
Ghazal.” Our earlier artist will 
present his wonderful perfor- 
mance, and is being invited 
from Pakistan. 

Reservations are open to all 
families. All are kindly reques- 
ted to book their seats well 
before 15th April. 1990. For 
more information contact 
4716258. 

British Council 

The British Council working 
hours during the Holy month 
of Ramadhan: General office 
— Saturday to Wednesday — 

7.30 to 14.00; Library — Satur- 
day to Wednesday — 9.00 to 
12.30, 16.00 to 19.00; Thurs- 
day: 9.00 to 1.20. 

Konkani non-stop show 

A Konkani non-stop show 
entitled Koxtt Ani Santos 
(Hardships&Happiness), writ- 
ten and directed by Epa de 
Utorda, organised by Utorda 
Lourdes Boys will be staged on 
July 6, 1990 at 3.30 pm. Venue: 
Labour Union HaU. Maidan 
Hawalli. 

For more information con- 
tact 48 17857. 

Narmada's Malaya lam play 

NARMADA Theatres will 
be staging a soda! Malayaiam 
play, A Love Mantra From 
ujjain, at Indian Arts Circle 
auditorium, Funaitees on 
Friday, May il, 1990. at 

6.30 pm. Written by Varghese 
Paul, lyrics by Rajendra Babu, 
music by Antony Joseph, the 
play is co-directed by Sheriy 
John and directed by Jayan 
Pattathu. Various characters 
are being represented by 
popular stage artists among the 
Malay alee community in 
Kuwait. 



Holy Week 1990 

Holy Family Cathedral — 
Kuwait' 

Palm and Passion Sunday: 
8th April — 7.00 am. Holy 
Mass (English); 3.25 pm. Holy 
Mass (Konkani); 4.30 pm. 
Holy Mass (Konkani); 5.45 
pm. Holy Mass (English); 7.55 
pm. Holy Mass (English). 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednes- 
day of the Holy Week: 9th, 
10th, Uth April — 7.15 am. 
Holy Mass (English), 6.00 pm 
to 8.30 pm. Confession; 6.30 
pm. Holy Mass (English); 7.00, 
Holy Mass & Retreat 
(Malayaiam — in big hall). 

Maundy Thursday; 12th 
April — 7.00 am. Con- 
celebrated Mass of Chrism 
(English); 4.00 pm. Holy Mass 
(Konkani); 5.30 pm. Solemn 
Holy Mass of the Lord's Sup- 
per (English); 9.00 pm. Adora- 
tion (English — in the big hall). 

Good Friday: 13th April 
(Day of fast and abstinence) — 

7.00 am. Celebration of the 
Lord's Passion {Malayaiam); 

9.00 am. Celebration of the 
Lord's Passion (English); 2.30 
pm. Celebration of the Lord's 
Passion (Konkani); 4.00 pm. 
Celebration of the Lord's Pas- 
sion (English); 5.30 pm. 
Celebration of the Lord’s Pas- 
sion (English). 

Holy Saturday: 14th April — 

4.00 pm to 6.00 pm Confes- 
sions; 8.00 pm, Easter Vigil 
Mass (English). 

Easter Sunday: 1 5th April — 

7.00 am. Holy Mass (English); 

9.00 am, Holy Mass (English); 

10.00 am. Holy Mass (English); 

1 1 .00 am Holy Mass (English); 
1 1 .30 am Holy Mass (French 
in big hall); 12.00 noon Holy 
Mass (English); 4.00 pm. Holy 
Mass (Konkani); 5.00 pm. 
Holy Mass (English); 6.00 pm 
Holy Mass (English); 7.00 pm, 
Holy Mass (Malayaiam in big 
hall). 

Hyderabad 

The Committee for Celebra- 
tions of 400-year Anniversary 
of Hyderabad (DECCEN) 
invites essays in either Urdu, 
Telugu or English languages in 
not less than 1000 words on one 
of the following topics: I . Quli 
Qutub Shah — the Architect of 
Hyderabad; 2. Contribution of 
Nawab Mir Osman Ali Khan 
towards modern Hyderabad; 3. 
Hyderabad City as I saw her 
(for school students only). 

The competition is open to 
all present and former 
Hyderabadis and their children 
residing in Kuwait 

A panel of judges will judge 
the first, second and third prize 
winning entries, and the prizes 
and citations will be distributed 
before the audience at 400-year 
anniversary celebrations to be 
held sometime in May 1990. 

All entries must be neatly 
written or typed on A4 size 
paper in double space, and 
I reach the committee on or 
before April 30, 1990 and 
addressed to the Convenor 
Literary Committee, PO Box 
1 23343, Safat, 13094, Kuwait. 
No entry fee is charged. 


Kuwait Little Theatre 

KUWAIT Little Theatre will 
present a Sl George’s Night 
show, on Wednesday 18th 
April. Stage crew, wood but- 
chers and set painters are 
required now. Set construction 
begins on Saturday 3 1 st March 
at 6.30 pm in the theatre. -GalF- 
the stage manager on 3725407 
for details. 

Rose Ferns’ drama 

MAY 10-11: Expatriates 
Club proudly announces that 
Goa’s celebrated king of cen- 
tury shows Rose Ferns, and his 
sixteen member troupe, will 
present at the Granada Cinema 
hall, Kfaeitan, his premier 
release in Kuwait “Xinxe” 
(Broken Glass) and “Beiman 
Turn” (You Ungrateful) which 
has already crossed the hun- 
dred plus mark in Goa. More 
details later. 

Ladles International League 

LEL's Summer Bazaar is now 
being held at the Kuwait 
Regency Palace Hotel in the 
exhibition hall on Friday, May 
11 from 10 am to 6 pm. Ven- 
dors* first meeting at Regency . 
palace in Nabila Room from 5 
pm to 7 pm on March 26. All 
inquiries contact Ceilia on 
3434946 or Barbara on 
5325131. 

Ladles international League 

LEL’S BIG MEETING: 
Monday, April 2, 1990 from 7 
pm to 10 pm — Sheraton Hotel 
Ballroom A. This month's 
programme shall be health, 
exercise and jazzercise. 
Audience participation wel- 
comed but not required. Please 
join us for fun, refr eshm ent, 
entertainment and socialising. 
Doors open at 7 pm, refresh- 
ments at 7.30 and programme 
starts at 8 pm sharp. Doors 
shall close at 7.45 pm sharp. 

Bangladesh War 

Bangladesh Association will 
hold an Iftar party on Friday, 
the March 30, 1 990 in embassy 
premises atKhalidiya. All Ban- 
gladeshis are cordially invited.' 

Swedish Ladles Meeting 

The Swedish ladies will hold 
a coffee afternoon on April 3, 
.Tuesday. For further details 
call 5317473. 

HOTELS 

Sheraton Hotel 

HUNT ROOM: Opens for 
Iftar with a buffet of exquisite 
delicacies. RICARDO: Will be 
opened for dinner with live 
entertainment by the ne w du o 
— Franco + Regina. COFFEE 
SHOP: Will serve an Iftar buf- 
fet and regular dinner with 
special menu items such as 
(pilled items, mazza. etc. Enjoy 
Suhour from 12 pm to 3 am. 
LOBBY: Lady pianist Malgor- 
zata Wejsis plays in the lobby 
diwaniya after Iftar until the 
end of Ramadan. 

Mesallah Beach Hotel 

Messilah Beach Hotel is 
promoting an evening of 
seafood specialities every Wed- 
nesday evening at 7 pm m A1 
Mubarakiah Restaurant ■ 


Indian CuMne Centre 

Indian art of fancied lac ban- 
gles and designful henna work 
comes live at the finest Indian 
cuisine centre of Kuwait at the 
Maharaja Palace Restaurant 
- - Come savour the ddkades 
whilst giving your lady a gift to 
— cberis hrF o r mo re in formation 
contact 24061 50. • . 

Holiday Inn 

Ramadan Activities: COF- 
FEE SHOP: Lavish buffet of 
traditional Arabic cuisine for 
only KD6.000 including 
beverages. First two kids free, 
per family, the rest half price. 
SUHOUR: Eat as much as yon 
can for KD2.000. LOBBY 
CAFE: All kinds of freshly, 
squeezed juices plus mouth- , 
watering pastries. BABYLON 
GARDENS: Order for 2 and 
pay for I. From 7 to 9 pm nigh- 
tly. Enjoy a variety of Arabic 
and Continental sweets and 
associat ed fresh fruit juices. 

SPORTS 

Apollo Fitness Centre 

ON-GOING CLASSES: 
Apollo Stretch — Sun and Wed 
— 10.30 - 11.30 am; Apollo 
Workout — Sunday — 530 - 
6.30 pm, Tuesday — 5.00 - 6 
pm; Fast ’n’ Fizzical (mixed) — 
Friday — 1.00 to 2.00 pm; 
Monday Madness — 4.00-5.00 
pm; Tuesday treat (mixed) — 

6.00 to 7.00 pm; Saturday 
sweatshop — 4.00 to 5.00 pm; 
Martial arts — Mon, Wed, Fri; 
Taekwondo — Sat, Mon, Wed; 
Hatha Yoga — enroll now for 
ApriL Call in now for further, 
details. Tele. 4742000 ext. 6700. 

Dinghy Laser Sailing . . 

M.B.L.C. announces its 
Ramadan “Madhatter” racing 
series commencing Friday 
30.3.90 and running every 
Tuesday and Friday until 
17.4.90. Briefing times, Fridays 

10.00 am. Tuesday 15.00. All 
members are requested to 
attend the pre-race meeting on 
Friday, 30.3.90 at 0930. New 
members welcome, limited 
number of dub boats available. 
For further details please con- 
tact: David Clark (W) 48451 71 
(H) 2451791, Roger Brown (W) 
4736167, (H) 5325139. 

India Festival Tournaments 

Indian Arts Circle in its press 
release, announced that an all 
Indian Open badminton and 
volleyball, tournaments will be 
conducted in connection with 
the India Festival. 

All Indian teams/individuals 
are invited to register them- 
selves for early nxtaures to 
avoid disappointment 

Both the tournaments will 
commence on 9.4.1990 at 7.30 
pm. Last date for entry will be 
5.4.1990 before 10.00 pm. Fix- 
tures will be displayed at I-A.C. 
on 7.4.1990 at 8.00 pm. Par- 
ticipation is only against India 
Festival Master coupons for 
each event/individual. For fur- 
ther details please contact: IAC 
office or India Festival Office 
Tel: 3904817 (5 pm- 10 pm), 
2456293 (530 pm- 11 pm) 
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Kuwait to 
increase 
investment 
in E.Europe 

PARIS, March 28, (Kona); Mix- 
ing foretga policy and a wise finair- 
, s f D ^ e ' Kuwait is the best 
placed investor to enter the 
market economies of Eastern 
Enrope, a specialised magazine 
said here Tuesday. 

^ la an article on the Kuwaiti 
investments, the "Economic” 

monthly magazin e said In its April 
[ssie that Kuwait has adopted a 
long term investment policy in 
Eastern Europe that will now reap 
fruit. 

The magazine recalled that 
until 1985, Kuwait was the only 

country among the Gulf co-opera- 

turn Council to have diplomatic 
relations with East bloc nations, 

saying it Inaugurated its non-alig- 
ned foreign policy by the opening 
of an embassy in Moscow in 1963. 

It gave several examples of (be 
privileged ties with Eastern and 
Central Europe, noting that when 
^aD foreign capitals left Hungary in 
the economic crisis of spring 1982, 
Kuwait decided to maintain its 
assets in Budapest. 

“Hungary viewed that as a 
positive political gesture ... alth- 
ough the Kuwaiti capitals were 
beoefitting from returns offered in 
Budapest higher thaw anv other 
financial centre,” the Economic 
said. 

“When the East Europeans 
open their market economies and 
searching for capitals, the 
Kuwaitis win be the best placed 
among foreign investors, because 
at one time in the past they were 
there almost alone, 41 it added. 

The magazine quoted the head 
fef the “Kuwait Investment Auth- 
ority” Dr Fahd AJ Hashed assay- 
ing that there are studies muter- 
way for further investments in 
Hmgary and Bulgaria. 

Economic said that contrary to 
all other Opec nations, Kuwait 
refused to spend all its revenues, 
and 25 years ago it started protec- 
ting its future generations by 
investing these revenues in foreign 
markets. 

It maintained that Kuwait's fin- 
ancial reserves are estimated at 
$95 bUSon with returns exceeding 
o0 revenues in certain years. 

IOC and 
KPC sign 
oil contract 

^THREE-Member Indian Oil 
Corporation (IOC) delegation 
led by S.L. Khosla, chairman, 
visited Kuwait from 25 to 27. 
During their slay in Kuwait, the 
delegation had talks with Kuwait 
Petroleum Corporation (KPC) 
for the purchase of crude oil and 
petroleum products* from 
Kuwait. On the conclusion of 
talks on Tuesday, a contract has 
been signed between IOC and 
KPC. 

According to this contract, 
India is to buy 1 .5 million tonnes 
of crude oil and 1.5 million ton- 
nes of petroleum products which 
include kerosene oil and gas oil. 
The total value of the contract is 
US$447 million. India is also lik- 
ely to buy an additional quantity 
of 500,000 tonnes oferude oil and 
yjOO.OOO tonnes of petroleum 
products valued approximately 
US$113 million, thus making 
total imports of crude oil and 
petroleum products of US$560 
million during 1 990-9 1 . 

The contract was signed bv 
S.L. Khosla on behalf oflOC and 
Abdullah Al-Roumi, assistant 
managing director on behalf of 
KPC 

In 1989-90, India had pur- 
chased crude oil and petroleum 
products worth $480 million. 

: This deal is a significant step 
towards further strengthening 
bilateral trade ties between the 
two friendly countries. 

Dollar and 

.gold firm 

European trading ^ 5 

Unification ! fades and wrtwg 
about the economic costs for the 

!“ TaSmSii Lithuanfrand concern 
over how Soviet leaderM* 1 ^ 1 
bachev will handle them 
drivinginvestorsaway from the West 

nical, bat people arc getting used » 
In Tokvo, where trading ends 

dosing 1-67 yen higherat !58.Myen. 


Algeria reaches out to foreigninvestors 


ALGIERS, March 28. (Reuter): 
Socialist Algeria, in a bid to ease an 
economic crisis, has liberalised capital 
movements and is likely to reap 
unprecedented new foreign investment. 

But bankers and diplomats said on 
Tuesday the North African state, rich 
in oil and gas, faced slid competition 
from newly opened East European 
markets. 

investors might also be cautious in 
approaching a country with a reputa- 


tion for bureaucracy and past hostility 
to foreign capital. 

"Algeria cannot live in a state of 
economic self-sufficiency," said Ali 
Kaci, head of parliament's finance 
commission after Monday's vote. 

"Ii needs money lo develop its 
productive capacity and has no other 
choice but to open up to foreign invest- 
ment." 

The bill to bring in the law has been 
walched carefully by foreign creditors 


concerned over Algeria's ability to 
meet service payments on a $24 billion 
foreign debt, expected to cal up three- 
quarters of export earnings of some $ 1 0 
billion this year. 

Potential investors, mainly from 
Western Europe, have sought a more 
favourable legal framework than 
previous law which limited foreign 
investment to joint ventures in which 
Algerian state firms held 51 percent. 

Algeria boasts one of Africa's most 


advanced industrial bases, a relatively 
skilled labour force, proximity to 
Europe, a huge domestic market and 
massive reserves of cheap energy. 

Western diplomats said banking, 
tourism and export-oriented manufac- 
ture of semi-finished product? were sec- 
tors likely to aitract the most interest, 
especially from nearby southern 
European states. 

The law for the first time allows 
foreign banks and finance firms to 


establish branches in Algeria, which 
has been slowly moving toward a 
market-based economy since falling oil 
and gas revenue triggered a recession in 
the mid- 1 980s. 

A powerful new council of money 
and credit will issue regulations lo 
govern capital inflows and repatria- 
tion. The council is to be composed of 
theCenlral Bank Governor, three vice- 
governors and three technocrats 
appointed by the prime minister. 


The law says foreign investment 
must be directed into projects that 
create jobs and transfer technology. No 
project can result in a net loss of hard 
currency, and foreign investors cannot 
enjoy privileges not available to 
Algerians. 

Algerian bankers say the law will 
have a profound impact on the way 
they operate, placings banks at the 
heart of development finance in place 
of the treasury. 


US, Soviet output drops 


Subroto predicts 
crude price rise 


ANCHORAGE. Alaska. March 
28, (UPI): Oil production has 
peaked and is on the decline in 
non-Opec countries, but the 
petroleum organisation will 
pickup the slack and gradually 
increase production to meet 
world demand, its leader said 
yesterday. 

Opec General Secretary 
Subroto, arriving for a five-day 
visit to Alaska, America’s big- 
gest oil-producing stale, said 
world oil prices will rise steadily 
and that a new wave of environ- 
mentalism sweeping the world 
also will have its impact on the 
developing na lions of the Organ- 
ise lion of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries. 

The Indonesian leader of the 
1 3-nation oil organisation said 
Opec would gain an increasing 
share of the international 
petroleum market with the 
decline in production in the 
United States and the Soviet 
Union, but he predicted price 
increases would generally keep 



Suorcto 

pace with inflation and not 
return lo the rollercoaster price 
rise of the past decade. 

Asked if the changing world 
oil picture meant Opec would 
regain the clout it wielded in the 
early 1970s. Subroto replied 
indirectly that Opec would re- 
establish its position of promin- 
ence. 

"If you mean by that, will 


Opec be able to supply the oil that 
the world needs since non-Opec 
production is stagnant and 
declining, then Lhe answer is 
yes." 

Non-Opcc production has 
generaly peaked or is on the 
decline, Subroto said, while Opec 
countries are capable of produc- 
ing more oil. But he acknowled- 
ged there is "a rather fragile 
equilibrium" between world sup- 
ply and world demand. 

"Prices will go up slowly." he 
said. "Reflecting at least the 
inflation rate. If you talk about 
prices in real terms, 1 think it will 
be about $23, or $24 per barrel in 
1995." 

However. Subroto was refer- 
ring to Opec oil. which is cheaper 
than Texas oil or Alkaska oil or 
North Sea oil. Hi? price predic- 
tion is roughly $5.50 to $8.50 
more than what the average Opec 
price has been recently. Domes- 
tic oil has been pushing $20 a 
barrel and could approach $30 a 
barrel in the next five years if 
Subroto is right. 


But the Opec chief said, 
“nobody wants to repeat Lhe his- 
tory of ihe '80s and see the fluc- 
tuation go up to S40 and go down 
again to $9 (per barrel). It's very 
disruptive for the producers as 
well as for the consumers." 

The "fragile equilibrium" bet- 
ween supply and demand, and 
OPec’s role in maintaining the 
balance, depend partly on a num- 
ber of uncertainties. Subroto 
said. 

The Opec chief said these 
include the emergence of new 
economies in Eastern Europe, 
what percentage of oil the Soviet 
Union, now the world’s biggest 
oil producer, will be able to sup- 
ply. the impact of US production 
declines, the speed of industrial- 
isation in Southeast Asia, and the 
emergence of several "new- 
comer" nations as significant oil 
producers in the Third World. 

Co-operation among prod- 
cers as well as between producing 
nations and consuming nations 
underlies this precarious 
stability. Subroto said. 


Market tu rmoil seen divorced from econom ic trends 

Higher rates make lending more expensive 


NEW YORK. March 28. (Reuter): Financial 
markets are now being driven more by inter- 
national events and market forces themselves 
than by the underlying pace of economic 
growth, economists say. 

"The globalisation of markets means it is 
more difficult for a country to conduct mon- 
etary policy independent of the rest of the 
world, “said Norman Robertson of Mellon 
Bank in Pittsburgh. 

The traditionally strong link between the 
markets and national economies had grown 
more tenuous as electronic trading has 
profileraid and the number and types of 
securities traded globally have grown. 

Economist Lester Thurow of the Massa- 
chusetts Institute of Technology said 1988. 
"the fastest year of economic growth during 
the decade,” was only one year after " the most 
severe slock market crash since 1929.” 

Yet three years ago. many economists 
predicted that the 1987 world stock market 
crash would herald another great depression 
in the United States. 

In another example, gold, long viewed as a 


hedge against inflation and a safe haven in 
times of world political turmoil, plunged lo its 
lowest level in six months on Monday but not 
because of any change in the inflation outlook 
and despite tension in the Soviet republic of 
Lithuania. 

Overseas, a severe 20 per cent plunge in the 
Tokyo Stock Market this year has been 
viewed as a result of an overpriced and 
speculative market rather than any fun- 
damental weakness in the world's second-lar- 
gest economy. 

“We could have a crash in Japan's stock 
market without major deleterious effects in 
other economies." said Charles Schultze, sen- 
ior fellow at the Brookings Institution. 

The loose links between the markets and the 
economy have been replaced by other more 
subtle forces that could actually hurt the 
economy in the long run. 

Concern about inflation in both West Ger- 
many and Japan scut ; u ,eiest rates in those 
countries up sharply, and the US markets 
have reacted by raising rales by nearly half a 


point this year to about 8.5 percent to attract 
investment flows into the United States. 

"The runup in US rates is largely a kneejerk 
reaction to the runup overseas,” said Elliott 
Platt, chief economist of Donaldson, Lufkin 
and Jenrette Securities Corp. 

The move could hamper US growth. 
Higher interest rates make lending more 
expensive for companies and increase the cost 
of financing the huge US budget deficit. 

If present interest rate levels are sustained, 
economists said, consumer confidence could 
slump, housing could contract and the trou- 
bled manufacturing sector could face more 
pressure. 

International events over which the United 
States has little control could make it tougher 
for the Federal Reserve, the US central bank, 
to guide the economy in a direction of slow 
growth and low inflation. 

Alfred Kahn, economics Professor 
Emeritus at Cornell University, said he was 
frightened at the lack of US control over its 
monetary policy, which stems from the need 
to draw in investment funds. 


Slower growth for US economy 


WASHINGTON. March 28. (AP): The US economy is 
growing nearly twice as fast as it did in the final quarter or 
1 989, analysis say. but few predict it will bounce back this 
year to the levels reached in much of the late 1980s. 

The latest consensus of top economists shows a 1 .7 per 
cent growth rate for this year, which would be the poorest 
performance since economic activity declined 2.5 per cent 
in L982 during the last recession. 

In advance of the Commerce Department's final rev- 
ision in its estimate of fourth-quarter growth today, most 
analysts said the report would show the Gross National 
Product advanced 0.9 percent during the October- Decem- 
ber period. 

That's the same as the department's estimate last month 
and would mean the gnp — the nation's total output of 
goods and services — rose 3 per cent during all of 1989. 

The economy grew more than 3 per cent during each of 
the years since the 1981-1982 recession except when it 
slowed to a 2.7 percent gain in 1986. 

But even moderate growth this quarter relieves reces- 
sionary fearst hat some fell hie in 1989 as lhe economy 
slowed after the Federal Reserve adopted high interest- 
rate policies in an effort to stem inflation. 

David Wvss, chief financial economist for DRI- 
McGraw-HilL. a forecasting organisation, said he is look- 


ing for 1 .5 per cent growth during the January- March 
period, “which still is pretty weak by normal s tan d a rds, 
but it doesn't look like we're headed for a recession." 

A recession usually is defined as two consecutive quar- 
terly declines in the GNP. The last decline was a one- 
quarter. 1.8 per cent drop in the second quarter of 1986, 
after which the economy resumed growth. 

Kathleen Cooper, senior financial economist for 
security Pacific National Bank in Los Angeles, said he 
expects first-quarter growth of about 2 per cent. 

“This quarter turned out to be a good deal stronger than 
we anticipated.’’ she said. 

"But it may well be that the first quarter will he the 
strongest of the year,*’ she added, saying 1990 growth 
would register between 1 .5 per cent and 2 per cent. 

On the other hand, Michael K. Evans, head of Evans 
Economics Inc., is forecasting a "surprisingly robust” 
second-quarter growth of between 3 per cent and 4 per 
cent. 

Both Ms Cooper and Evans said the relatively stronger 
□umbers means it is unlikely the Federal Reserve will ease 
its light-credit policies. The administration of President 
George Bush and manny economists have urged the cen- 
tral bank to permit interest rates to fall to sumulate the 
economy. 


South Korea 
wins contract 

SEOUL. March 28, (Opecna): 
The Lucky Engineering Com- 
pany, a subsidiary of South 
Korea's Lucky-Goldstar Busi- 
ness Group, has won a 5500 
million contract lo build a petro- 
chemical complex in Indonesia. 

Under the terms of the deal, 
which was signed earlier this 
month. Lucky will be the main 
contractor for the project to be 
sited in Serang, western Java, 
working alongside Indonesian 
firm, Graha Swakarsa Prima. 

The complex, expected to be 
completed in 1992. will include a 
plant to produce 120,000 tons a 
year of styrene monomer, along 
with production untis for 
butadiene styrene and polys- 
tyrene resins. 


Tanzania set to introduce more liberal investment policy 


DAR ES SALAAM, March 28, (Reuter): 
Tanzania is set to introduce more liberal 
investment laws aimed at revitalizing the 
country's stagnant economy, despite opposi- 
tion from some socialist hardliners. 

A new investment code, giving foreign and 
local investors new tax incentives and guaran- 
tees on their investments, has already been 
approved by the Ruling Chama Cha Mapin- 
duzi Party. It is due to go before Tanzania's 
one-parly parliament in April 1. 

Former President Julius Nyerere frowned 
on capitalism and for 23 years endeavoured to 
stifle private enterprise and build a socialist 
economy. 

His more pragmatic successor. Alt Hassan 
Mwinyi, is now trying to revive private invest- 
ment as part of a news strategy of liberalising 
the economy to promote faster growth. 

"The government deliberately wishes to 
entice private and public investors on local 
and foreign origin to lake a more active role in 
promoting the development of our national 
economy," the government said this week in a 
statement announcing the new investment 


code. 

The priority areas for private investment 
include agriculture, mining, manufacturing, 
transport and tourism. 

The government will set up a one-stop 
investment promotion centre to eliminate the 
nightmare of red tape which would-be inves- 
tors have faced in the past. 

And many of the present laws on invest- 
ment, taxation and licencing will be amended 
or repealed- 

The economic reforms implemented by 
Mwinyi since he came to power in 1985 have 
been tacked by loans from the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) and World B ank and 
generous support from Western donors. 

The government said the new investment 
policy aims lo improve on Lhe poor invest- 
ment growth rates which it blamed in large 
measure for “unprecedented economic dif- 
ficulties" since the late 1970s.' 

“Total capital investment in real terms 
increased by 25.6 per cent between 1973 and 
1981, then registered negative growth of 1.4 
percent between 1977 and 198 1 and then rose 


by only 19 per cent between 1981 and 1985." 
the government statement said. 

It said Tanzania planned to improve legal 
protection for investors by joining the Inter- 
national Centre for the Settlement of invest- 
ment disputes and the multilateral invest- 
ments guarantee agency, both World Bank 
agencies. 

Benefits would also be offered in the form 
of tax holidays of new investments and 
favourable schemes on personal income tax. 
indirect taxes and with holding taxes on 
dividends. 

The statement said that to begin with 
priority would be given to investments which 
boost export earnings, the transfer of tech- 
nology or reduce imports. 

Diplomats said Tanzania had so far been 
slow to implement economic reforms and 
they predicted that it would take some time to 
put the new investment policy in place. 

They also pointed to severe infrastructure 
problems, such as bad roads and unreliable 
power supplies, which were likely to deter 
potential investors. 



Danish visit 

A Danish business delegation yesterday paid a visit lo the Kuwait Petroleum Corporation, where they were 
received by senior officials. 

The visiting delegation laiervisited the KPC’s training centre mAhmadi and also the KPC's three refineries. 
Leader of the Danish delegation, (above) is speaking with chairman of the Kuwait International Petroleum 
Company. Nader Ahmad. Below pan of the delegation listening to a lecture on Kuwait oil industry. 



Turnover on the rise 


Renault reports $1 .6b profit 


PARIS. March 28, (UPI): The nationalised 
automobile maker Renault, confirming its tur- 
naround from a money losing giant to one or Fran- 
ce’s biggest profit makers. reported 9.3 billion francs 
(SI .6 billion) in 1989 net consolidated profit Tues- 
day. slightly higher than the 8.8 billion francs ($1.5 
billion) in profit recorded the previous year. 

Renault said its turnover reached 174.5 billion 
francs ($30.6 billion) an 8 percent increase from Lhe 
161.4 billion francs ($28.3 billion) in turnover in 
1988. 

Renault’s mack truck division in the United 
States was one of the group’s few money-losing 
operations with a $ 1 85.4 million loss. 

Even though the 1 989 profit was lower than Ihe 1 0 
billion francs ($1.7 billion) that had been predicted 
earlier by industry analysts, the results confirmed 
the success of the company’s radical restructuring 
programme during the past five years. 

Renault said the lower than expected profit mar- 
gin was due to a 1.2 billion francs ($2)0 million) 
extraordinary item related to the decision lo close 
the billiancourt plant outside Paris. In addition. 


Renault said it paid 1 .8 billion francs ($315 million) 
to a special employee retirement fund. 

Louis Schweitzer, Renault’s financial director, 
said the firm's outstanding debt had been reduced 
by 6.2 billion francs ($1.08 billion to 17.6 billion 
francs ($3.08 billion). He said the group's financial 
charges were reduced to 2.1 billion francs (5368 
million) from 3.4 billion ($596 million) in 1988. 

Although lhe debt has been sharply reduced 
reduced from ‘62 billion francs($10.S billion) in 1985 
to the 17.6 billion francs ($3.08 billion) reported 
Tuesday. Renault said it was tbe only large 
European carmaker whose financial debt represents 
more than 10 per cent of total turnover. 

The French government erased 12 billion francs 
($2.1 billion) of Renault’s debts last year, but the 
European Economic Commission has protested the 
action as anti-competitive. 

Paris is hoping that the projected change in Ren- 
ault's status from a government agency that cannot 
be declared insolvent to a nationalised company as 
demanded by the EEC commission will permit a 
compromise on the debt issue. 


Prague approves $7. 8b budget 


PRAGUE. March 28. (UPI ): Czechoslovakia's Icgisla lure 
approved a 57.8 billion budget that slashes subsidies to 
state-owned industries, cuts financial support for the 
Communist Party and lays (he groundwork for economic 
reforms. 

The budget, to take effect April I. 1990, is relatively 
unchanged from the spending plan submitted by the 
government last month, and its passage is seen as a minor 
victory for thr free market camp of the Czechoslovak 
government. 

Advocates of free market reforms urge a quick shock 
treatment For the economy while left wing, including 
socialists and ex-communists, seek a more gradual transi- 
tion that would protect the country's relatively high stan- 
dard of living. 


Finance Minister Vaclav KJaus. who leads the free 
market proponents in the government, said when he 
presented the budget to the federal assem bly that it laid the 
groundwork for a “radical economic reform based on 
gradual, but at the same time relatively quick and organ- 
ized transition to a market economy." 

The major provisions :he budget include a total 
reduction ip subsidies of about SI biuion. including dlrs 
217 million in direct subsidies to farmers and agricultural 
combines and a 5500 million cutback in subsidies to state- 
owned heavy industry. 

Funds for the army and police were cut by S735 million 
and S70 million in annual support for the Czechoslovak 
communist party was eliminated. 


Oil price 
rises flayed 

ISLAMABAD. March 28. 
(Opecna): The leader of Pakis- 
tan's main opposition party, 
Mohammad Nawaz Sharif, yes- 
terday criticised increases in 
domestic petroleum prices 
implemented by the federal 
government. 

Speaking in Lahore. Sharif, 
who is the chief minister of Pun- 
jab province, stressed that the 
rises would significantly a fleet 
ihe prices of other commodities 
throughout the country. 

He affirmed that the ruling 
Pakistan Peoples Party would 
make life “miserable” for ordin- 
ary people in thecounlry because 
of the unavoidable price 
increases of other essential goods 
and services. 

His comments came after 
Monday's decision by the gover- 
nment's economic Co -ordination 
committee to hike the pi -ce of all 
petroleum products. 
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The 

Original 
£ covered 
copy of 
Indian 
film in 

Kuwait National 

Cinema Co’s 


VIDEO 

SHOPS 


Kuwait National Cinema Co. S AK. announces that it has the 
sole rights of exploitation of the above-mentioned film in 
Kuwait (Cinema and Video) and warns anyone of dealing in 
this Him, whether in setting or renting It crony other manner of | 
exploitation. The company will take necessary legal action to 
protect its rights tor this film. 
















Workers 
looking for 
bigger 
pay raises 

TOKYO, March 28, (AP): 
Japanese workers hope a labour 
shortage and recent nigh profits 
will help them win bigger pay 
raises and other measures to cope 
with burdensome housing costs 
in neat month's annual negotia- 
tions. 

Their employers say big raises 
are difficult at a tone of new 
financial worries caused by 
higher interest rates and a severe 
weakening of the yen and the 
stock market. They also say they 
do not want to do anything that 
would push up prices and hurt 
the competitiveness of Japanese 
industry. 

“The Japanese economy is 
prosperous, but workers' lives 
don't correspond to that prosp- 
erity," said Jun Masumoto of the 
8- milli on-member Japan Trade 
Union Confederation, known as 
Reugo. The biggest share of the 
prosperity goes to the compan- 
ies, he said. 

Akira Yamagishi, Rengo's 
chairman, told a rally for the 
annual “spring labour offen- 
sive" that most corporations had 
been reporting record profits for 
the last year. 

“If we miss the chance of get- 
ting higher wages and shorter 
working hours at this time, we 
will not get them," he told a 
crowd estimated by Re ngo at 
50,000 workers. 

Masumoto said its guideline 
for affiliated unions is a demand 
for an 8 per cent to 9 per cent 
raise. Last year, the unions 
demanded an average of about 7 
per cent and settled for 5.1 per 
cent, or an average of 1 2, 124 yen 
($77.70) a month. 

The Labour Ministry says 
Japan's average monthly wage 
after last year's spring bargain- 
ing, at companies employing 30 
or more workers, was 264,439 
yen ($1,695.12), including over- 
time and allowances, but not 
including bonuses. 

Japanese companies pay bon- 
uses twice a year. Last year, amid 
an economic boom, summer 
bonuses at large companies 
averaged 645,800 yen 
(54,139.75) and winter bonuses 
reached 70 1 .405 yen (54,496. 19). 
This would bring average annual 
pay to about S29j000. 

Japan's economy now has 
expanded for 40 consecutive 
months, one of the longest post- 
Worid War II periods of expan- 
sion. Some companies deal with 
labour shortages that have 
developed in the boom by 
illegally hiring some of the 
thousands of foreigners who 
have entered Japan in search of 
high wages but lack work per- 
mits. 

Government officials say the 
central bank's recent increase in 
its key interest rate, intended to 
avoid inflation, will restrain 
expansion but will be a sharp 
slowdown. 

But companies worry about 
the weak yen making imported 
fuel and material more expen- 
sive, and about higher interest 
rates and low stock prices mak- 
ing it difficult to raise funds. 


US and Mexico 
mulling free 
trade pact 

WASHINGTON, March 28, 
(Reuter): The United States and 
Mexico are talking about 
negotiating a free trade 
agreement similar to the US- 
Canadian trade pact in a bid to 
create a unified North American 
market, the White House said on 
Tuesday. 

“President Bush. ..during the 
(1988 presidential) campaign 
indicated he would like to see free 
trade with Mexico — he would 
like to see a northern hemisphere 
dedicated to free trade, which 
include Canada, the United 
States and Mexico — and there 
have been preliminary discus- 
sions," spokesman Marlin Fitz- 
water said. 

The United States and Canada 
signed a far-reaching trade pact 
in January 1989 which aims to 
phase out most tariffs by the end 
of the decade. 

Fitzwater stressed that no 
decisions had been made regard- 
ing a pact with Mexico. “We 
really haven't gone very far down 
that road yet,” he said. 

Another official, who asked 
anonymity, said th„ discussions 
were the result of last year's 
agreement between Bush and 
Mexico President Carlos Salinas 
de Gortari to examine ways to 
enhance US-Mexican trade. 


Promising opportunity for diversification 


East Europe reforms could curb Asian gro 


CUti, 


HONG KONG, March 28, (UPI): 
Reforms in Eastern Europe could put a 
temporary squeeze on economic 
growth in Southeast Asia as investors 
scramble to secure a toehold in the 
infant democracies, analysts say. 

Market watchen say Beijing will be 
hardest bit as Western firms, drawn by 
cultural bonds and the allure oi 
dramatic political and economic 
change, explore opportunities in Eas- 
tern Europe. 

Investors in China had a cold shower 
following Beijing's harsh crackdown 
on mainland democracy advocates in 
June. Many companies abandoned 
projects and few have returned with the 
government’s increasingly hard-line 
communist stance. 

At least some of that money, analysts 
say, is headed to Eastern Europe. 

“Virtually nobody has said anything 
about putting a joint venture in China 
in the past six months, while all kinds of 
companies are announcing joint ven- 
tures in Eastern Europe," said Graham 
Nutter, managing director of Inter- 


national Investments at Fidelity Inter- 
national. “That surely is an indication 
ofwhatisgoingon.” • . 

Western analysts have urged their 
investors to tread carefully when 
exploring Eastern Europe's fledging 
democracies, but say many firms are 
eager to enter the untested market. 

“The United States has a large num- 
ber of entrepreneurs who are ethnic 
Poles, Czechs and Germans and who 
have kept in dose contact with their 
roots,” said Eugene Lawson vice chair- 
man of the US Export-Import Bank. 
“They really want to make a difference 
in Eastern Europe and are pushing 
investment" 

The Ex-Im Bank is using its $10.6 
billion guarantee authority to offer 
trade credit insurance in -Poland and 
Hungary and recently got the nod from 
President Bush to go into Cze- 
choslovakia with a wide range oflend- 
ing and insurance services. 

“West European firms that would 
have set up factories in Asia to produce 
goods for Europe can now do it in* their 


own backyard," said Ran j an Pal direc- 
tor of forecasting services at Business 
International. "The divergence of 
those funds will have an impact. It will 
slow the growth in Asia." 

But Pal and other analysts say emer- 
ging East European economies also will 
generate a new appetite for products 
traditionally made in Southeast Asia. 

“The East bloc population is goingto 
demand consumer goods — electric 
fans, calculators, cheap clothes and 
toys,” Pal said. "East European com- 
panies will buy those products where 
they are the cheapest. That means 
Asia." 

Dennis Yau. assistant director of the 
Hong Kong Trade Development 
Council agreed. 

“We want to diversify our markets so 
we don't depend as much on the West,” 
he said. “Eastern Europe provides a 
promising opportunity for diversifica- 
tion." 

The quasi-government organisation 
is set to launch trade missions to Poland 


and Hungary in late March, Following £ 
successful trip to the Soviet Union,, 
where Yau said Hong Kong merchants 
garnered S 1.79 million in on the spot: 
■ orders and $24.74 million in orders 
under negotiation- \ V; : 

While Asian finm are eager to peddle 
their goods to consumers in Eastern 
Europe’s new democracies* direct 
investment meets with less enthusiasm. 

Despite Japanese Prime Minister 
Toshiki Kaifu’s pledge of $1.8 billion in 
economic aid to Poland and Hungary, 
few Japanese companies havefoUowed 
with investment. 

“We welcome economic reforms in 
Eastern Europe, but Japan's tie to 
those countries is weak geographically, 
psychologically and historically;" said 
a spokesman at one of Japan's major 
trading companies. “We cannot but be 
discreet on investment- 

“Compared with Eastern . Europe, 
East Asian markets are nearer- and, I 
must say. more attractive." 

Mindful of US investors premature, 
romance with Deng Xiaoping's open- 


ing China market in ibe- 1970s; 

.American officials arc praching 
prudence to firms eager to support the ■ 

new East European democracies. -■ - 

“American companies caught the 
Chiba fevereariy on," said John Kamm 
preodent of the American Chamber ot 
Commerce in Hong Kong- “We ve 
been so connected to the prop 5 * “ 
reform a certain measure of healthy 
scepticism would be good right now. . 

“Eastern Europe is going to encoun- 
ter some serious problems. more 
serious than what China went through. 

“In China there was always a certain 
segment of the economy no! under cen- 
tral control but. that was. not so in 
Eastern Europe. Places such as 
Romania and Poland are going to have 
huge problems with decentralisation ” 

■ Lawson said the US Ex-Im Bank had 
about 40 percent of its loans and credit 
insurance in Asia and although the 
bank .was backing limited ventures in 
Eastern Europe, it would not do so at 
the expense outs Pacific rim interests. ; 

“Most co untries in Eastern Europe 


1 

1 

i 


are struggling, " he said. 1 *Tbey are 
gingdemocracies in a transition star** 
sort bfneverriwverland tenbobetw 
a centralised, state-cpnUolkdccon 
and something approachmg a. qi 
free market Thty suffer from a lack i 
'a ccountin g principles and.pTpcedr 
that ran bemeshedrwith Western p 
fices. The bankmg^ysiem is weak. 

“Any business’ Ex-Im Bankdocs 
Eastern Europe rail ^probhbly - 
predous little use of pur 'direct cre< 
authority and much, more of- o 

• guarantee authority. Weaie very acti 

in Asia. ; and Eastern : Europe is n 
going to change.that “ V V 1; . j 

- Market watchers said, Eastei 
Europe could provide acheap wayih 
unrestricted access to European cO 
sumeis after 1 992, when the Euro 

Economic CdinmumtydropsTiafe 
trade barriers. • - ,'V'V 

But there is no guarantee any of 
new democrat^ 
ted to the European Economic 
munity. -’M. - : y. 


Streams of cash will keep flowing 




Japanese foreign 

investment surges 
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TOKYO, March 28, (Reuter): 
Streams of cash from Japanese 
companies investing in overseas 
factories, firms and real estate 
will keep flowing despite an ever- 
weakening yen, economists and 
officials say. 

That, in turn, is likely to help 
keep up pressure on the 
beleaguered Japanese currency. 

“Direct investment, unlike 
indirect investment, is based on 
relatively long-term business 
considerations," said Ryuhei 
Wakasugi, director of the Minis- 
try of International Trade and 
Industry’s international business 
affairs division. 

“So short-term exchange rate 
movements don't have such a big 
impact" 

Japanese overseas direct 
investment has ballooned since 
1985, the year of the Plaza 
accord, in which the seven lead- 
ing industrial nations agreed to 
weaken the dollar in order to 
redress world trade imbalances. 

The agreement helped boost 
the yen from about 240 to the 
dollar in September 1985 to a 
January 1988 peak of about 120. 

Meanwhile, new Japanese 
direct foreign investment abroad 
rose from S12.2 billion in the year 





Toshiki Kaifu 

ended March 31, 1986 to 47 
billion in (he year to March 31, 
1989. 

About 40 percent of the inves- 
tment has gone to the United 
States, about 16 per cent to 
Europe and the rest to Asia, 
Oceana and other regions. 

The higher yen made overseas 
investment cheaper and, by 
boosting the cost of Japanese 
exports, increased the appeal of • 
overseas production for Japan- 
ese firms. But economists say the 
yen's rise, while encouraging the 
trend, was not the key factor. 

“The main reason for man- 
ufacturers was to get around 
trade barriers, such as restric- 
tions on imports.” Wakasugi 


said. “For financial institutions, 
it was to expand their business 
opportunities in an era of world 
deregulation." 

He added, “in the case of real 
estate investment, the motive 
was the fact that return on invest- 
ment is higher overseas due to 
Japan’s high land prices." 

Given such deep-rooted 
motives, the decline of the yen so 
far is not likely to alter the trend 
towardsdirect investment, econ- 
omists say. The yen opened at 
158.30 here today. 

“Compared to 120, the yen is 
weaker, but compared to the pre- 
Plaza rate, it's still higher." said 
Kazutaka Miyazaki, an econ- 
omist at Dai-ichi Kangyo Bank. 

“Japanese industry has under- 
gone a structural change, includ- 
ing a shift to overseas produc- 
tion. and that can't be changed. " 

Recent news of Japanese over- 
seas acquisitions supports the 
view that firms are unlikely to 
halt planned deals overseas. - 

Just last week, supermarket 
operator Jto-Yokado said its 
group had made a conditional 
$400 million offer to buy 75 per 
cent of Southland Corp, the 
operator of 7-Eleven chain stores 
in the United States. 






New Rothmans Lights 


Rothma ns of Pall Mall a rrd Mohammed Abd ul Salam Sh uaib Tradi ng company have an nou need the launch 
of the NEW ROTHMANS LIGHTS cigarettes in the Kuwait Market. Made from the best tobacco money can 
buy they are packed to perfection in an attractive gold and white pack and are low tar/nicotine American 
flavoured cigarettes. The NEW ROTHMANS LIGHTS are availble in Co-operatives and major retailoutlets at 

the same price as Rothmans King Size. 


That followed close on the 
heels of an announcement that 
Japan's Tobu Department Store 
had offered, along with the man- 
agement of Saks Fifth Avenue, to 
acquire Saks from Britain's BAT 
Industries for an undisclosed 
price which analysts said could 
reach about SI billion. 

Economists say a fall in the 
yen's value to as low as 1 80 to the 
dollar or beyond could cause 
some Japanese firms to hold off 
on major investments, but it 
would probably not have a sig- 
nificant impact overall. 

Currency traders see the yen 
weakening further in coining 
months, possibly . to 165 by the 
Start of the s umm er. 

“If they decide the yen will go 
to 180 and stay there, it could 
slow direct investment, but since 
the large proportion is due to 
other consideration such as 
market access, that would go 
ahead anyway," said. Baring 
Securities (Japan) economist 
James Vestal. 

And that means one more fac- 
tor that will continue to under- 
mine the yen, as Japanese com- 
panies need to sell yen and buy 
foreign currencies when they set 
up shop abroad. 


Budget 

approved 

TOKYO, March 28, (AP): The 
Japanese cabinet today 
approved a 10.2 trillion-yea 
($64.55 billion) provisional bud- 
get to cover the first 50 days of the 
new fiscal year beginning next 
Aprill.. 

It is the fourth straight year 
that the government has been 
forced to come up with a prov- 
isional budget while negotiations 
on the final budget were continu- 
ing, Finance Ministry officials 
said. 

They said the 50-day budget 
was expected to clear both 
bouses of the Japanese 
parliament by the end of next 
week. 

The cabinet submitted to 
parliament the nation's main fis- 
cal 1990 budget totalling 66.27 
•trillion yen (5466.7 billion) in 
early January, but the governing 
liberal democrats and opposi- 
tion parties still have not agreed 
on its deliberation schedule. 
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Japaneseshare dealers reach out over one another toward a tradin g cou nter.ot the- T okyo Stock £ 
yesterday, as share prices fell sharply in line withtheweak yeri, closing th&mprniog hessiomfownc 

31,30038. (Reuter wirephotoV/v. . 1? . - ,- r 


TOKYO, March 28, (Renter): Tokyo share prices 
toppled today as the yen continued to lose value 


Securities; : • • : * • ' v ' •' 


against a surging US dollar. - bargains — r stocksseen ^ dversoldrecenlly — 

The key 225-share Nikkei index extended its export-mteMveissaws 


recent slide by a further 562.39 points, or 1.7? per_ 
cent, to doseat 3 1 763.57aftersheddinga bare 14.53 
points on Tuesday. - • 

The dollar ended nearly one yen above Tuesday's •' 
New York dose after steady demand for the green- , 
back overwhelmed currency market intervention by 
the Japanese Central Bank to support the yen. .v\ : 

The dollar ended at 158.63 yen and 1.7137 West , 
Ger man marks against 157.75 and 1.7133 at New 
York's Tuesday dose. This marks the first time the 
dollar has traded above 158 yen in Tokyo since 
January 12, 1987. 

Yasushi Mieno, Governor of the Bank of Japan 
(BOJ), Japan's Central Bank said today that co- 
operation on currency between Japan and the US is ; 
not weakening. . 

He told a news conference that Japan, in co- 
operation with other major nations, will continue: 
strong intervention in the currency markets. The •• 
BOJ itself sold dollars at around 158.50 yen in late 
morning, currency market sources said, and reap- 
peared at around 158.40 yen in early afternoon. 

The troubled yen rattled the share market 

“Whether the yenisat 158 or 160,it’spretty much 
the same psychologically. The market's in- a fix,” 

said MasabikoTsuyuzakL chief trader at Tachibana 


Me taifCftAjf toltom dfthe. z 
d ShujenSSEiba, head trader at U 




Shares against:' 

- million onTuesday.. . * 

. , > New investment trust funds were smdfonj 

- trickled littfe<ash mtb 

: had low expeetatipas:that the enoimbiisT 
trust funds woufdptnnp dutch cash into me 
come the new fisemyear in April. . 

Gold bullion wastraded 5370.25 per ounce in 
: afternoon trade against 369.25 in New York 
Tuesday. • " / v 7 : . . 

. In regional share markets, Australian sh 
dosed almost steady m extremely listless trajie, 
-brokers' said. . "■ 1 .- ' . v. ■ 

. The All Ordinaries mdexfimshed 0.8 points of at 
r,557_9 afler tradxng mn:iight six-poin t range lall 
day. . r 

Taiwan stocks closed slightly higher after fall ng 
ineady trade. TheWei^ww(torore4i.56^U ts, 
or 0.4 per cent* end ati0,447,87 compared w [th 
Tuesday’s 10,406, 31 fimsb^: - * 

Hong Kong stocks Were lbwerin. late aflerndon 
trade. ’ .. . 
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Employment continues to rise rapidly in industries, 


The US 

FOLLOWING a weak fourth quarter in 
1989. the US economy has been showing a 
few signs (hat it is not about to drop into a 
recession. The number of workers on indus- 
try payrolls surged in January and again last 
month and the unemployment rate 
remained at 5.3 per cent on a seasonally 
adjusted basis for (he ninth consecutive 
month. 

Although there were some special factors 
that contributed to the gain, employment 
continued to rise rapidly in industries 
providingservices while manufacturingjobs 
lagged. The manufacturing sector is Show- 
ing no signs of recovering soon as factory 
orders in January took their deepest plunge 
since 1974, largely because of a record 
decline in durable goods. Industrial output 
also declined and capacity utilisation drop- 
ped sharply from 83.1 per cent in December 
to 81-9 per cent in January, according to 
IBfC’s Interest and Exchange Rate Monitor. 

Housing starts surged 29.6 per cent in 
Januaty due to unseasonably warm weather 
but this is not viewed as a reversal of the 
slump trend in the construction industry 
during the past year. Retail sales were also 
relatively strong boosted primarily by the 
Strong performance of the car market foll- 
owing the launch of a new campaign of 
incentives. 

However, most economists do not foresee 


a US recession during the next 3 years. In his 
half-yearly statement to Congress, Federal 
Reserve chairman, Alan Greenspan said 
that the US economy may have avoided the 
dangerof an imminent recession although it 
still faces a risk of accelerating inflation. 

Consumer prices were up 1 . 1 per cent in 
January and 0.5 per cent in February with 
the core rate (excluding food and energy 
items from the index) still around 5 per cent. 
Inflation was 4.6 per cent in 1989. Decem- 
ber's trade deficit dropped sharply to $7.17 
billion from November's S10.29 billion but 
(he trend remains. ' 

. Japan 

With the' fastest growth of the main 
industrialised economies, Japan is 
entering 1990 in high gear. Economic 
reports indicate continued growth in 
Japan's mining and industrial produc- 
tion. retail sales, household spending 
and leading indicatorvafl fuelled by 
strong domestic demand. 

This strong growth is bringing with ii 
inflationary pressure although at 
approximately 3 per cent, inflation 
remains at a low level. When ihcefiet of 
the 1989 sales tax drops out oflhe price 
index in April a more accurate picture 
may be seen. 


However, the fear of inflation has 
been enough to push Japanese interest 
rates up iD what may be a fundamental 
economic shift portending the end of 
the era of extraordinarily low Japanese 
rates. Although this change would nor- 
mally be expected to lead to much 
slower economic growth, many poten- 
tial negative consequences 'will be 
mitigated by the huge cash reserves 
Japanese corporations built up during 
the lime of low rates. 

The more dangerous factor in the 
performance of the Japanese economy 
is the weak yen. While adding to infla- 
tion it also retards the attempt to reduce 
the trade surplus by making Japanese 
exports cheaper and imports more 
expensive. This is especially important 
in the sensitive US- Japanese trade 
balance. Although Japan’s overall sur- 
plus on a customs-clearance basis fell 
16.9 percent to $64.4 billion in 1989, its 
bilateral surplus with the US narrowed 
at a slower 5.5 percent to $45 billion. In 
Januaty, the current account deficit 
dropped into deficit for the first time in 
six years, largely due to seasonal fac- 
tors. 


W. Germany 

The accelerating momentum of 
political and economic reunification 
between East and West Germany has 
significantly al tered the outlook for the 
West Germany economy. Consump- 
tion growth is increasing, due to 
employment growth, tax cuts and the 
prospect of higher wage increases. 
Unemployment felhio 8.2 per cent in 
February from 8.5 per cent in January 
and from 8.9 percent in February i 989. 
The wave of immigrants from East Ger- 
many hasn't yet had a strong effect on 
the unemployment rate. AH sectors 
experience a rise in jobs, especially the 
manufacturing, construction and; 
services industries, and immigrants hel- 
ped contribute to alleviate a shortage of 
skilled workers in the country. Infla- 
tion finned 0.3 per cent in February 
from January and was up 2.6 per cent 
from February 1989. 

Data for industrial production and 
trade in January suggest that the West 
German economy is still growing at a 
robust rate, and GNP may grow at the 
same pace as last year where it grew by 
4.0 per cent. Industrial production rose 


1.7 per cent in January from December 
and was 43 higher than in January 
1989. . 

Trade . surplus rose more than 8 per 
cent from a year earlier, to DM12.8 
billion fromDMl 1,8 billion in January 


1989. Exports rose 1 1 per cent in Jan- . 
nary to DM50.4 billion, while imports 
were up 12 per cent to DM28.6 billion. 


The current .account surplus also 
..Increased in January to DM 10.8 biHicn 
from DM6:2 billion in December, but 
down from DM 1 1 J billion in January 
1989. - - 

Wholesale sales rose a real 4.4 per 
cent to DM68 billion in January from a 
year earlier. This increase reversed a 
real 5 per cent decline in December 
1 989. In nominal terms, wholesale sales 
. gained 5.5 per cent in Januaty. Retail 
sales surged a real 5.9 per cent in Jan- 
uary from a year earlier, with gains in 

. alT major retail sectors. 

United Kingdom 

: Britain's productivity for the whole 
, of 1989 began to. decline for the first 
time since 1984, while wage costs pa- 
unit of production moved ahead of 
inflation to 10.1 per pent Growth^of 


GDP slowed to an annual 2.3 per cent 
in 1989 after rising 4.6 per cent in 19^8 
and is estimated to increase by onlyJ-0 
per cent in 1 990.,. . '7*' 

In the fourth quarter of 1989T it 
increased by only 0.7 per cent over ihe 
third :quarter to stand 2.0. per cent 
higher than a year earlier. Man ufactir- 
ing output in the. three months ended 
January was 0.2 per cent below jf*e 
previous three montha but 1.9 percent 
higher than a year earlier. This^vasdue 
• to industrial dispute^ which h^d 
depressed manufacturing output d6r- 
ing tiusperiod by O^pcrcent • . . j 
Concerns ajbout the performancejof 
UK inflation increased due to y ear-da- 
. year increase in RPi at a. 7.7 per cent? i n 
January; With a finlher. mortgage rate 
moTsaseinMarch ; 

•poll rax conring through in April pn 
petrol, alcohol and tobacco, RPI nfav 

- climb as Mgfcas ^Sper cent farfrK 

rafc torecast at the Aid 
of T990, accordmg to budget esthnaies 

- Unemployment rate in January ferito 

5J percent fiWB 74) in December J,d 
trom 7^l in January l989. | . 

fr®b® c oriltmi,|d} 
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TAKE A MEMO, TO THE 
MISS BUXLEY... PERSONNEL 
OF CAMP 
SWAMPY... 
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50 KAETAM'S EGOt HOOWP5 LET 

OLD- eC*J6 FACE 6ET AWAY 
THAT'S OiE MISTAKE I tf/QH T- 
MAKE' 





WHY WHISPER ? I KHOW 
VOJ’BK THERE.. AMD KAFTAN 'S 
STOWE SOLDIERS WILL SAVE 
ME THE TROUBLE OF 
LE6T®0/|M6 /CM 



TODAY’S CROSSWORD 


GORCN BRIDGE 
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BY CHARLES GOREN AND OMAR SHARIF 
AVOID THE DANGER 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 

NORTH 

942 

9 A 8 7 6 3 
C 4 2 
* 0853 
EAST 
* J 83 


WEST 

* A Q 
9 10 

v A 7 

* J 4 


7 65 
6 5 3 


4 2 
10 9 8 
K 10 9 7 6 


9 K 
0 K 

* A 

The bidding: 
South West 
19 1 * 

4 v Pass 


SOUTH 
* K 10 9 
Q J 9 5 

Q3 

2 


East 

Pass 

Pass 


ACROSS 
1 Greengrocer 
purchase 
5 Desires 

10 Part of a 
party line 

14 The tentmaker 

15 System of belief 
in the British 
West 

Indies 

16 Officiate 
at a tea 

17 Pilau 
ingredient 

18 City on the 
Wabash 

-20 Rakes with 
gunfire 

22 ”... caters for 
the — As You 
Like It 

23 of Two 
Cities" 

24 Success, as 
a show 

25 Aba tones 

27 Wbrk clothing 

32 Silly ones 

33 Rabbit" 

34 Midday 

35 Operated 

36 Strode 

37 Sign for a 
hit show 

38 Outer: Comb, 
form 

40 Raise 

41 Mild cigar 

43 Corks 

45 Pluto, for 
example 

46 Cosset 

47 Accompanying 

46 Puts upon 

52 Most downcast 

55 Site ot a U.S. 
mint 1870-93. 

57 Cinder ending 

58 Nobel i st, 

Wiesei 


59 Gift receiver 

60 Restrain 

61 Oilfield 
sights 

62 Turf 

63 Very fast 
planes, tor 
short 
DOWN 

1 Launcelots 
uncle 

2 Skip 

3 Pony Express 
terminus 

4 Makes 

5 Inns 

6 More than 
plump 

7 Fpr each 

8 Little 
pitchers' 
have these 

9 Chloe's 
Daphnis 

10 Severe 

11 Journey 

12 Biography 
lead-in 

13 Developed 

19 Mod musical 

21 Bus passenger 


25 Blunderbores 

26 Respond 

27 Killer whales 

28 Turn sharply 

29 Captured by 
Commodore 
Stockton: 1846 

30 A “Casablanca" 
actor 

31 Look down 
one's nose at 

33 Bugs or Max 

36 Lets on 

39 Objects 

41 Clumsy one 

42 Advice 
columnist Ann 

44 100 centavos 

45 Joined the team 

47 Michaelmas 
daisy 

48 Bakery 
worker 

49 African 
republic 

50 Stuffed shirt 

51 Harbor craft 

53 Skirt feature 

54 Toasts in 
the sun 

56 “Pig — poke” 


North 
2 9 
Pass 

Opening lead: Jack of * 

On today’s band declarer was the 
victim of an acute case of “flying 
fingers.” He played to the first trick 
without pausing to plan his cam- 
paign and paid the appropriate 
penalty. 

The auction was straightforward. 
Note that, with his dearth of aces 
and multitude of slow tricks, South 
had no interest in three no trump. 
He realized that, by the time he had 
developed enough tricks at no 
trump, the enemy would have estab- 


lished and cashed more than enough 
tricks to defeat the game. 

West led the jack of clubs and 
declarer routinely covered with the 
queen— ""/ev might have been 
leading fi *». j 10, partner!" he 
explained later. East’s king fell to 
the ace, declarer drew trumps in two 
rounds, ending in dummy and led a 
diamond to his king. West took the 
ace, led a low club to East’s nine and 
East’s spade return netted the de- 
fenders two tricks in that suit. 
Tough luck. 

Not really. Had declarer paused 
to plan the play before committing 
himself to the first trick he might 
have survived. Given time, declarer 
can discard one of dummy’s spades 
on a long diamond. To buy that 
time. East must be kept off lead. 

Suppose South played low from 
the table at trick one and, when East 
follows low. allowed West to win 
the first trick. Declarer can win the 
club continuation, draw trumps and 
then force out the ace of diamonds. 

When West has to win the dia- 
mond trick the contract is safe. 
There is no way for West to reach 
East to have a spade led through the 
king. Whether or not West takes the 
ace of spades, one trick in that suit is 
all the defenders can collect. 


ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE: 
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YOUR STARS 







You are liable to jump to con- 
clusions and should try to avoid 
doing so. You will have a good 
opportunity to make amends Tor a 
past omission. Do not reject an 
offer or proposal without first con- 
sidering it carefully. Be hopeful. 


You should not allow some small 
setback to discourage you 
altogether. A small cold or infec- 
tion should not be neglected lest it 
gets worse. Think a little longer 
before deciding on a course! of 
action. Be tolerant. 


A lot of your time will be taken 
up by secondary matters, but you 
cannot altogether ignore them. 
Make sure you do not forget to 
keep a promise you have made. 
Steer yourself away from gloomy 
thoughts. Be moderate. 


You will have a good opportun- 
ity to do something you had long 
warned to do. Do not say you can 
do what you are not yet fully 
qualified to do. how to do. Instead 
do your best to learn the necessary 
skills as quickly as possible. Be 
resolute. 






You will tend to feel rather irrita- 
ble but you will also be able to 
overcome this mood if you try. 
Make sure you do not eat anything 
that has upset your stomach in the 
past. Avoid taking too much for 
granted. Be firm. 


Something that you have not 
been able to do of late will now 
again become possible. However, 
you should still exercise a certain 
amount of restraint. Your lucky 
numbers are 1 5 and 24. There is no 
reason for undue pessimism nor for 
wild optimism. Be loyal. 


You will tend to be rather 
nervous but if you try you can calm 
yourself. A letter you had been 
expecting will not contain the news 
you had hoped for. You should 
keep your eyes and ears a little 
witter open. Be attentive. 


You should take another look at 
your costs, they may well be higher 
than you Tint though 1 , they were. 
You must avoid making a nuisance 
of yourself no should you suffer 
fools gladly. If you expect results 
overnight you will be disappointed, 
have a little more patience. 






Y ou will be tempted to just hope 
for the best and would be foolish to 
do so. What seemed at first like a 
good idea will turn out not to be. 
M ake sure you do not omit to pay a 
bill you have incurred. Be helpful. 


You should not take too much 
for granted just now. You would be 
wrong to make more haste and in 
the process drop your standards of 
excellence. Do not allow your day 
to be all work and no leisure. Be less 
talkative. 


Avoid exposing yourself to noise 
nor should you generate noise. 
Avoid expenditure that does not 
keep within tb.e bounds of your 
income. Do not leave your partner 
in any doubt about your love. Be 
sincere. 


1 here is a greater likelihood of 
mistakes so watch out for them 
carefully. Make sure you remain 
receptive to new ideas and do not 
allow yourself to get into an 
invariable routine. Make sure you 
eat a well-balanced diet. Be com- 
passionate. 




'This reading lamp hasn't uttered 
a word since I bought it!" 


'Did you have to buy him 
such a big bucket?" 













ACCOMMODATION 


Available 


FOR RENT 


Villas, half villas and 
flats with swimming 
pool 


Teh 2401908-2407677 
2451489-2451476 
FAX 2403260 

The All Real Estate 


Good News 

For all Indian Schools Students 

Textbooks for all classes 
Available at very competitive prices and also available 
New guides based 
on latest syllabus for classes DC. X 30 * 

Visit our shop or call on 5631527 
NABLUS BOOKSHOP 


SALMIYA. Opp. 

School (Junior). Single room ma 4 
! bed room apartment fora 
bachelor. Rent KD50- Tele. 

56S3928 ' 11am ' 1 5"T«M9-3) 
MAIDAN Hawalli. near the 

Jamiya. Spacious room wrth 

separate entrance 

foa working lady. Tele. George. 

56301 63 ' CAT5-52070-3 


Issa Al Qatami SL 

Near Indian School , (Senior), Salmiya 
Note: Shop Timing 6 am to 11 pm 


5526066 J 


2410368 


Al Ibrahim 
Taxi 

Tel. 2400013, 
2400014,2400015 


itJ A 


Faiwaniyo branch 

Tel. 4745600. 
4745900 



Al-Naaeeb & Khattar 


CompuBase" V 

2407888. SAUflYA COMWg.Wr.EB 


IB A KAMI KAP AG 
CARGO ANG 
PI NAG - USAPAN 
DOOR TO DOOR 
PHILIPPINES 


tfsX'SiM /mk 

Cfte Yf 
fj-Zs/CC -fc 

4741280 

faW . I YY c£ 



oushahri OFFERS 

REAL ■ ES I A 1 1 fcbT 


IS) ASA6Q09 

II AT GOA 


REAL-ESlAit Cbi 

SALWA VILLA:- 4-brms with garden & garage KD650/- 

S'.KSSSff.iCSS'.--- 

accommodation. _ _ ... 

Plus many more quality hats * w/tes. 

Tel*- 5744017 - 5744018 - Fax:- 5755799. 

Ramadan timings: 9am-2pm & 8-11.00 pm 


FOR SALE 

A residential complex 
comprising single/ double 
bedroom flats with ail 
modem amenities at Alto 
Porvorira close to 
(XCoqueiro Restaurant. 
Call Mr Fernandez, on 
5751 61 8, for further 
details. 



Boodai Carso 




ALRASHED 
FREIGHT 

^ door-to- 
\ DOOR 
^Philippines 



CCearCv '■ / YA 
tfte Better / 

choice... 






With a team of professionals 

BOODAI CARGO 


Tel. 4817708-4847937-4837650 
Tlx: 30157 BACARGO, Fax: 4837651 


WANTED 

An Electrician 

An established company 
for insulation of 
electrical equipment. 
Applicants should have 
valid driving licence and 
transferable residence. 

Tel: 2617544. 


FOR RENT 


Salwa, Area 10. close to 
American School 
New deluxe flats, 3 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 
living roonv dining room, 
reception. Kitchen and one 
store room (200 sqr). Rent 
KD375. 

Tete. 563747a Faisal Al 
Haip,2pmtol2pm. 


Introducing 

OLYMPUS’ 

/IZ-S00suPERZ00m 


PHOTOGRAPHS 
BRIGHT NEW S 




SALMIYA. House No. a Block 
No. 1Z SL No. 1. Salem At 
Mubarak St in front of petr ol st a- 
tion. Large rooms in a flat for a 
family, working girls or bachelor 
to share with an Indian family. Bus 
routes 15. 19. 24. 27. 45. Rent 

(AT6-51 891-6) 


For Rent 


KUWAIT City. Sharq. spaaous 

M-SSe.ec- 


SALMIYA. close to Cooperative 
and Sultan Center. Mulhap; one 
bedroom, kitchen, bathroom, 
separate entrance for a small 
family. Rent KD90. Bakala Yousif 
Al Zaid. Al Mowasat Hospital 
Street Tele. Sami. 2453376. 

(AT4-52057-3) 


tnerty ror inui«< > ^ ■■ ■... 

or 2 bachelors to share 
bachelor. KD100. Tele. 2445635. 

9 am -8 pm. ^$52079-3) 


A leading company requires specialists with 
vast experience in marketing the foliowing 
materials: 

1. Timber and its products 
(kitchens and doors). 

2. Marble and Granite 

3. Sanitary warehouses, bathroom sets 

and accessories. 

4. Decoration materials 

5. Ceramic tiles for international trade 
marks 


All applicants must fulfil the following conditions: 

1. Be fluent In Arabic and English. 

2. Should not be over 35 years’ old. 

3. A minimum of 5 yehrs experience in the same new* 

4. Should have a car and hold a valid Kuwaiti driving 
licence. 

Interested persons who fulfil the conditions should 

send the necessary documents ai^ recent 

photographs to the following address: P.O. Box 
23368— Safat— 13094 Kuwait 


FOR SALE 

Furniture 


SOFA set cupboards eta. Tele. 
5743390. 9- 1 2 morning. 

(AT6-52080-3) 


Cars 


NISSAN Gloria 1981. good AC. 
new paint KD600 ono. Tele. 
4741367. _ , 

CAT4-52063-3) 

TOYOTA Supra 3.0i. automatic, 
immaculate condition inside and 
out Owned and maintained from 
new. full service history. KD3.750 
ono Tele lan. 5638716. 

(AT5-S2042-3) 


LADA Niva. 4- wheel drive. 1984. . 
AC. Stereo large wheels and 4 . 
spare wheels, in very good condi- 
tion. Owner leaving Kuwait, 
KD450. Tele. 5526721 (off). 
5323791 (home). •’ 

(AT4-52056-3) 

TOYOTA Super Saloon ’83 
model, in good condition. Tele. 
5636748. 7 am- 10 pm. ' 

(AT4-TM-3) 

VOLVO. 244GL 1978. new 
engine and clutch, good AC, 

KD450. Tele. 4741367. 

CAT4-52063-3) 

HONDA CFIX '84 model, in good 
condition. Tele. 5636748, 7am -10 

pm. 

^ (AT4-TM-3) 

PONTIAC 6000LE, Nov 82, in 
excellent condition with many 
new parts. Best o ffer over KD95Q- 
Tele. 5730064. ' 

(AT4-52060-33 

FORD Timbo. 1988. fully 
automatic, manual gear, golden 
colour, bought new from. the 
agency in 1989. Cash or instal- 
ment. Tele. Abdul Salam, 
3613100. 

(AT3-52029-3) 


3 BEDROOMS, tar ge 
CAC, fully hjrrushed 
for sale. Swimming pool. P™**? 

TOT ware- « Urtifinvvns. Rent 


tor sate. DVW1MWH»'» r- — . • 

St tele. 2 bathrooms. Rwrt 

KD250. Tele. 5518941., 2 - 5 pm,- 

5617192 (all day). 

CHINESE rosewood bar and 
screen crystal chandelier. 6 
^dirr^rsetl 12 pieces^ 
nSl 3 bedroom flat »sq 
central Panjim. Goa. leie r 

56540351 (AT6-52064-3). 

CONTENTS of one 
in Abu Halifa for sale, KD200. 
includes sofa, dining set 2 aim 
chairs, refrigeratonwashmg 

machine, gas oven. 

drobe and miscellaneous 

all in good condition. T ®!®_^ re 

“3903526.8^^ 

BOOK SHELVES, tables. drawer, 
units, wash /tumbler machine, 
chest drawer, single, bed. queen 
size bed. sofa, sidetables. dining 
table incl. 6 chairs and kitchen 
items.Tele.56S4609^W 


PHL-scnooi kciu •« wrrr \ZZ~5i - , 
experienced teacher at Jforne., r . 
Tele. 561 41 78- ■ 

■ 

methods, given 

ced university teacher at 

Teie..5730Q6A 

NURSERY/K.G. ctasssgiw^: 

a framed ; 

teacher. Tuitijpnsxgto . 
GPO.Te.e.^gea^.^ 

- • . ' ■ ~ — >■» 


LOST 


24 U I pew goto - 

about 35 gms lost(betwegi^^ . . 
Shopping Centre and Bartqngy. 

Complex). Finder please^ce^ 

4847231, 4846883. Abraham^ 

CgamtoSpmi.Rew^^^^; 


miscellaneous 


Miscellaneous 


Boats 


FUNschod facilities avaHabte^^ 
children of 5 - 10 years old w*h- 
qualified teacher at 
^Fordeta^Te^^-^ 


BMW motorbike K100RS model 
1988. metallic pearl white, in 
exceUerrt condition. KD 1 ^00. Tel. 
4838101 Mr Floyd Sequeira. 

(AT6-52CS3-33 


BOSTON Whaler, 21ft w/ 1x1 75 

hp Johnson engine (heeds repair) 

and 1x10 hp New Johnson »are 
engine, with traifer. Tol. 2456814. 

between 9 am and 1 pm. . 

..(AT4-52052-3) 


SITUATIONS ^ 

Wanted j 

SRI LANKAN arxiFikpino ma^f • 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

A reputable trading company. d^ingln^dT^mals 
andmarerialsfor the oil industry, has vacancies for the 

^ Sales e^cutfve wtth Kuwaiti driving licence. 

2. Typist. . 

AppUconts to have transferable resldeoce. 
pfeose send yoor CV to: 

The Advertiser 
P.O.Box 3653 Safot 
13037 Safot Kuwait 

Your CVfo read) us loresrby 7rhApnt 199U 


SERVICES 

Tuition 


^ fork* 

^ 28313 W ,CAT6-51894^>1; 


Vacant 


PHYSICa Maths arid Cherriistiy. 
'O' level. A - level end higher etas- . 
ses (Std IX to stri-XiP in Kuwait 
City, (behind GPOX! Tele. 
2422246. ■ s - - 

(ATfr52072-» ; 


DRIVER ;reqdr«^ ; Jor' a 
family full or partfrrr®.T ! or deteHS 




ALMWlDSHlPPma 1 

f> } ..... . •_ -^. r . .x . - T -,jvj 


gggJJgjgJEj 



Of personai effects and other goods to Cochin. Bomouy; 
Madras, Delhi, Mcngolore; the Far East, European countfiej 
and USA by Full/Part containers. 


Tak* a mini break vacation on 
any wwfceail thronahoi^ the year. 
Marlin? from ^nlj KD- 50 you 
can away £r»ni i: all tu 
« >]irus. Cairo. Lor.d"n. India or 
;im rift vmintry. Visas can be 
f.tsij, arranged. So. now you dors r 
h,i\e m wan Tor an official holiday 
C«» have a Imle vacation. Come by 
,iur uffins and weH he glad to 
help you make arrangement for 
viiur mini hn-ak. 





SALMLAH. TEL. 5724372# SALHIYA COMPLEX . TEL. 2432809 ' 

SAFEWAY FARWANIYA. TH^ 4341166#FINTAS TQWgtS. TEL 3710218 



Oh, No! 
One is 
missing!! 


Rakart Computer 

XT, AT286, AT386 SX 


I should 
have called 
Alghanim... 

No one does it better. 

The biggest IAT A 
Freight agent in Kuwait. 


•MOTHBtBOARDG 
• FLOPPY DISK ; . 


• HARD DISK- 
DRIVES 

• ADD-ON . 


• MONITORS 

• KEYBOARDS 


n. " r?. - - -- -■ 


Alghanim 


•SWTTCHINGPO- 

•ELOWY 

WB? SUPPLY 

DISKERES, 

• D-RAM CHIPS 



Customer Services Tel. 

4745533 


Sea -Freight -Ah- 
Packing 


3«348e/8 - Slvuq 2M0na/3 
J«my*b241239flr2416881 


Rakan Electronics Co. 

Behbehani Commercial Center — Jaber Al 
Mubarak St. Sharq, ground floor — Shop No. 35. 
Tele. 2452974 




There has never been a camera /|7.pnft 
like the AZ-200 Super Zoom qSJjn/H 

from Olympus. bUHtNZLUJIIl 

Because the AZ-200 Super 2.oom isn't just 
another 35mm camera with a 2\ zoom lens. It’s a 
remarkable new full- auto camera featuring the 
world's first built-in variable- power Hash' An infra- 
red remote controller And a reliable new multi-spot 
autoloading system. All enebs-.d in a compact, 
lightweight body with sleek Olympus lines 
The AZ-200 Super Zoom - tire new full-auto 
zoom that's in a class by itself. 


spgf 

ti- 


Sole Agents 

QIRTAS & 6AJRIA CO 

Al Gaith Bldg., Fahad Salem St. Tel: 2414728 
Al Awqaf Bldg., Fahad Salem SL Tel: 2414739 


H igh speed ekdmM( 

Wide variety of prod sizes 


Zl‘ II JL LTtJ'e iwur pictures in a short while. 


soukAiwotya 
Shop No. 102 
Tel: 2439400 


SoukAIKamak 
Shop Nal, near G.P.0. 
TBfc2401318/9exr,17 


SouKAlMuthahida 
Shop No. 10, Mez. Root 

2408378 



HOW TO IMPROVi 
YOUR HEARING 


If you have a little difficulty 
in hearing sometimes, 
particularly when several 
people are talking or when 
there is background noise, 
don’t worry! 
literally hundreds or 
thousands of people have 
the same problem and we at' 
Alghanim have the 
solution. 

It’s a tiny device, no bigger 
than your fingernail, with 
no wires or cords attached. 
All you do is pop it ta your 
ear whenever your hearing 

needs a boost 
We at Aighanhn have 
already helped many 
thousands of people back to 
a dearer, sharper hearing. 


Ond ot the world T si f F; 
smallest hearing 

instruments 

JustpopitiAM^ 

dearer,shaipOTli^^| 


(b — 

yourew . v/1 - 



GNI Dqnavo^ : 

The Danovox 131Carrfli 

Hearing 

-such power, such darityi 

Available at . . -‘ 

Alg hanim Pharmacy;. 

Fahri-RalenrOt- .• 


Fahd-SalemSt r 

TeL-2413847 
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Whispering finishes 2nd and 3rd 


Red Viking, Shammal win 

TUP . .. .. W ' 


' A ■ 

* / ^ .• 
:>t '■ ‘ 


I2L £*"*“* Offshore Sailing 
Assoaauon (Kosal continued it\ 

Senes on Friday by staging a 
two Cans race double header The 
morning nice SS9. was won bv a 
narrow six second margin by Red 
V*mg from the rapidly iraprovme 
wntspenng. Shammal continued her 
impressive form and was a convinc- 
a*—r °r the afternoon nice 

A dead calm engulfed the Shaab 
Manna in the early morning as the 
J»ce officer set about laying the 

Rourae. However, much to his relief, 
conditions changed rapidly and 
resulted in a 15 knot south-easterly 
breeze by briefing lime. 

All yacht crews breathed a sign of 
reli ef at the prospect of daylight sail- 
ing after the rigorous schedule of 
mghi races held recently. Some crew 
members expressed amazement at 
the sight of colour in their spinnak- 
ers. 

Seven yachts linned up for the 
day's activities; the regulars. Red 
Viking. Shammal. Magic Flute, 
Good (Company and Whispering 
were joined by the two 40 looters 
Danat and Gull Wing. Both these 
yachts have only recently hit the 
water and arc keenly training their 


crew and generally getting iheir act 

together for the forthcoming 

Rah min R.irf- 

The SS9 course was set as a trian- 
gle sausage 'triangle over a ten mile 
distance. Most yachts elected to run 
for the start line on port tack but Red 
Viking gjhed onto starboard just 

before the siart and using her right of 
way caused havoc amongst the fleet 
which had to take avoiding action. 
Only Danat who got a good upwind 
position on the beat to the windward 
mark and Magic Flute were able to 
escape. 

All yachts opted for full mainsails 
and their biggest No I Genoa's 
which, in some cases, resulted in 
them being over powered as a result 
of the gusty conditions caused by- 
being close in shore with a lot of tall 
building. After a short but exciting 
leg Danat rounded the windward 
mark |Fish Cages) first and was foll- 
owed around by Gull Wing. Red Vik- 
ing and Shammal were the next to 
round. 

The second leg was a close reach to 
the Wing Buoy and saw most boats 
(ly iheir spinnakers. The Gull Wing 
crew were unlucky enough to hoist 
spinnaker sideway; this problem was 



Red Vikmg on its way lo victory in SS9 


later compounded by not being able 
to drop the spinnaker at the wing 
murk which forced them completely 
off course. 

A feature of the race was the 
improved form of Whispering — she 
was right up with Red Viking and 
Shammal at the end of the first man- 
gle (ODM m.\rk). Magic Fluic was 
not enjoying one of her best days 
considering the strung conditions 
which she favours. Good (Company 
were struggling and did not look like 
matching the wcqnd place achieved 
in the previous race. Gull Wing made 
a good recovery and passed Red Vik- 
ing jusi after ODM. 

Donat went on to lake line hon- 
ours with a lime of 1 hour 4.1 minutes, 
in a good performance which augurs 
well for their crew of 1 3 us they con- 
tinue to prepare for Bahrain. 

Handicap corrected results of 
S59> I Red Viking 2 Whispering 3 
Shammal. 

The afternoon race highlight (or 
lou-light) proved to be the start, (nan 
incomprehensible affair. Dunat got 
away to a good start, upwind and 
atleast 1 00 metres clear of her nearest 
rival. Whispering. Shammal foll- 
owed next; Gull Wing misjudged the 
short line and was forced to tack onto 
to port in order to clear ODM; Red 
Viking crossed minutes late and dow- 
nwind. 

in a brilliant recovery .-Gull Wing 
rounded Fish Cages in a neck and 
neck tussle with Danat a clear indica- 
tion of the battle that will ensue bet- 
ween these two on the way to 
Bahrain. Danat was paying the pen- 
alty for electing to reef her mainsail 
and use a number 2 genoa. 

Whispering continued where she 
lefioffin the morning and flayed the 
1/2 ton end of the fleet by rounding 
Fish Cages not far behind Shammal 
and with a good lead over Red Vik- 
ing. Magic Flute was Having a dirty 
day and was obviously suffering 
from the effects of the helmsman try- 
ing to do too much while having a 
bad dose of the flu. Good (Company 
emerged from irons and immediately 
began lo gybe for the windward 


mark! 

Gull Wing and Danat traded 
blows on the reach lo the Wing mark. 
The latter yacht went far broke and 
hoisted a spinnaker which proved 
too hot to handle and resulted in a 
broach or two. Gull Wing played the 
percentage game and used her genoa 
well to nudge out Danat at the mark 
and begun to build a lead. 

Shammal elected not to fl> her 
spinnaker and looked in ominously 
threatening form as far as the fleet 
was concerned. Red Viliog decided 
to get serious and catch whispering; 
she 3/4 hoisted her spinnaker and 
after much effort the skipper “spat 
the dummy" and called matters lo a 
halt. 

Only 10 seconds separated Gull 
Wing from Danat us they rounded 
ODM. The beat to Fish Cages saw 
Gull Wing open up a big lead as she 
really began to put her game 
together. The boat was beautifully 
balanced in contrast to Danat which 
appeared to suffer badly from an 
over powered problem. 

Meanwhile Whispering continued 
to lead Red Viking and it was not 
until just before rounding ODM on 
the downwind sausage run that the 
position changed. However the next 
beat back to Fish Cages sorted things 
out again as Whispering once again 
managed to make the mark in one 
tack. 

Guil Wing took line honours from 
Danat by a margin of4 minutes and is 
to be rompfimen ted cm her form after 
only 3 races. Shammal sailed an 
excellent race, especially given her 
green crew which was brought in for 
the day, and crossed the line in third 
place. 

Whispering capped off a great day 
and narrowly beat Red Viking over 
the line to avenge the morning result. 

Handicap corrected results of 
SSI0;- 1 Shammal 2 Gull Wing 3 
Whispering 

Progressive results of the Spring 
Series after 5SI0:- 1 Red Viking 

27.75 2 Shammal 31 .25 3 Magic Flute 

39.75 4 Good (Company 57 5 Danat 
78 b Whispering 85 7 Gambit 1 10 
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$purs defeat 
fSupersonics 
to clinch 
playoff berth 

$AN ANTONIO, March 28, 
(SAP): Terry Cummings -scored 3 1 
the-Sao An to n i o . , 
Spurs clinch a playoff berth last 
night, defeating the Seattle 
Supersonics 115-103. 

• Willie Anderson and David 
Robinson each had 22 points for 
tljie Spurs, who also broke their 
swdle-season attendance record. 

Dale Ellis led the Supersonics 
with 36 points. 

Snicks 11 9, Bullets 100 
‘.Patrick Ewing scored 41 
points, including the first 3-poin- 
ter of his career, as the New York 
Knicks snapped a six-game los- 
ing streak with a 119-100 victory 
over the Washington Bullets. 
Ewing extended his club-record 
sifeak of games with 20 or more 
points to 28. 

■Gerald Wilkins added 19 
points for the Knicks, who had 
lost four straight and seven of 
their last nine at home after start- 
ing the season 22-2 at Madison 
Square Garden. 

; Bernard King had 23 points 
Apr the Bullets, who have lost .10 
of their last J4. 
iPacora 101, Celtics 98 
^Vem Fleming sparked a 13-2 
Indiana spurt to start the lourth 
qjUarter, then scored the game's 
final four points as the Pacers 
defeated Boston 101-96, snap- 
ping the Celtics five-game win- 
ning streak. 

' Reggie Miller scored 22 points 
to lead a balanced Indiana attack 
tKat had six players in double 
figures. Fleming finished with 

iKevin McHale led Boston 

with 32 points. , r . - 
^ Ricky Pierce scored 1 20 onus 
30 points in the second half and 
Jay Humphries had .6 as . the 
Milwaukee Bucks defeated 
Pboeni* 133-127, halting the 
Sins’ bid to clinch a Western 
Conference playoff berth. 

-Kevin Johnson had a career- 
high 44 points for Phoenix. 
^Mavericks 118, WarriorslOB 
4 'Sam Perkins scored 1 1 points 
in a four-minute sjwn of tne 
fourth quarter to break upa udit 
gta* and give Da ta . rtf 
straight victory, 118-108 over 


Garrison outlasts Zvereva 


HOUSTON. Texas. March 28: 
(Reuter): Second seed Zina 
Garrison, playing before her 
hometown fans, foughi off a ten- 
acious challenge from Natalia 
Zvereva of the Soviet Union at 
the S225.000 Houston Tennis 
Tournament yesterday. 

Garrison, ranked sixth in ihe 
world, look ihe Iasi four games 
afterJiaUing 2-3,in thetbird set 1.0, 
advance to the second round 
■ With L ‘ 4 -t TfrS B- 3 t'iuuiy . 

Zvereva was the Soviet ; 
Union's last hope in this outdoor 
day court tournament after Leila 
Meskhi fell to fourth seed 
Katerina Maleeva of Bulgaria 
earlier yesterday. 

Maleeva seized momentum 
after winning an exciting first set 
tiebreak 1 1-9 and sailed through 
the ««cond set 6- 1 . 

Garrison fell behind early 
alter losing her serve in the third 
came of the opening set to the 


1 3th-ranked Zvereva. 

"She doesn't give you any 
pace.” Garrison said. "Every 
linte I've played her it has been a 
struggle." 

Yesterday's match was no 
exception as Garrison pulled 
back from a 24 deficit to 4-5 
hefore losing the first sel. 

The second seed turned the 
match in her favour in the middle 
set by taking the second and third 
games after failing behind 0-40. 

~ “That's what did it for her." 
Zvereva said. “1 was up 4U-love 
and played a little too Cast ihai 
game and the third. She fell a lot 
more confident with the fast 
game than 1 did." 

But Garrison quickly fell 
behind 2-0 in the third set and 
had to battle in every game to 
claim victory. 

“1 really thought it was my 
match to win." Zvereva said. "1 
didn't feel verv comfortable in 


my head. 1 just couldn't make it 
somehow." 

And in Chicago, former junior 
standout Nicolas Pe> *ira of Ven- 
ezuela downed Airci can Joey- 
Rive 6-2 6-3 in just >1 n.inutes to 
advance to the second round of 
the S500.000 Chicago tennis 
tournament yesterday. 

Leif Shiras needed two hours 
41 minutes to beat fellow 
American quahfietitichard Sch- 
midt 7-6 6-7 6-4 and will have day- 
off to ponder what will likely be a 
much shorter match against top 
seed Ivan Lendl tomorrow. 

In other first-round play, the 
tournament's two-man Swedish 
contingent was wiped out. 

American Dan Goldie rallied 
to eliminate Peter Lundgren 3-6 
7-6 6-4. while John Ross of the 
US rebounded from a 1-4 first- 
set deficitto oust Niclas K roon 6- 
4 6-4. 



An action snot of ihe race. 
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Whispering tied) and Shammal in action during SS10. 

Percy Beard dies j ■■ ■ . ; . 


GAINESVt LL £' 'Flo tidal' 7 (5f arcfi 
28. lAPi: Percy Beard, an Olympic 
silver medallist who coached the 
University of Florida track (earn for 
27 years, died yesterday after a long 
illness. He was 82. 

Beard finished second in the 1 10- 
metre high hurdles at the 1932 Sum- 
mer Olympics in Los ‘Angeles. He 
held the world record in that event 
from 1931 to 1937 and set five world 
records in 1931-34 while competing 
for the New York Athletic Club. 

Beard was a seven-lime Amateur 
Athletic Union champion hurdler. 


S. American stuns Quirot 

MANAUS. Brazil, March 28. ( Reuter): Cuban Ana Quiroi.lhe 
World Cup gold medallist, was surprisingly beaten in the 400 
metres by Brazil's South American record holder Maria Magolia 
di Figueiredo yesterday. 

Di Figuerido clocked 5 1 .33 seconds, more than a second ahead 
ol'Quiroi who returned 52.42. 

There was also an early-season upset in the discus where East 
Germany's world record holder Juergen Schull could manage 
only third place behind Cubans Juan Martinez and Luis Delis. 

Another East German world record holder, women's Javelin 
thrower Petra Felke. easily won her event with a mark of 73.08 
metres. 


Green overcome Red in KPBL All-Star game 


THE KPBL-Kuwait Pinoy Basketball League in 
co-operation with Arab Food Sen-ices Co. Pizza 
Italia recently held its All-Star game at the Kaifan 
High School Gym. 

Served as the main course in a six-game menu or 
the ongoing KPBL Ist-ConferenceChampionship 
Round, the capacity crowd saw all of their 
favourite players pit' their talents against each 
other in this classic encoun” .*eld to give special 
tribute to the players who have shown more than 
one shining moment in the KPBL oumey. 

The Green Shirts with its nucleus made up of 
EEl.Trico. A! Ghanim. KRP. and Nissan drillers 
made a repeat over the Red Shins with a 142-137 
win. They now lead this annual classic 2-0. 

In the 1 st quarter of play, things look well for the 
Red team being coached by KPBC merfor Ed De 
La Cruz, as the combinations of Castro. Pizarro, 
Abobo. Ortega. Limdimas. Marin and Navarro 
ercted a 7-point margin at the end of the first 12 
minutes of play 41-34. This, however, was short- 
lived. as the Green team erupied for 49 2nd quarter 
points compared to the Red teams meascly 24 
points output, iijlftime score sLood at 83-65 in 
favour of the Green shirts. 

In the second-half, the Green team phiyed 
cautiously and contended itself with matching its 
opponents baskets. The Red team tried to make a 
run. but each though was thwarted by Donny 
Caoili's charges. At the end of48 minutes of play, it 
was a 5-point win by the Green team over the Red 
shirts. 

Top scorers for the victorious Green team were 
Reyes 21. Tuadles 20. Jugo 18. Zalavurria 18. 
Menes 14. Garcia 14. Dingson 10 and Babierra 7. 
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The victorious Green team 


The Red team was paced by Domingo 23. Ortega 
19. Dc La Cruz 16. Castro 14. Perez f2. Abubo 11. 
Navarro 6 Mann 5. 

Mat Reyes of the Green team (Trico J was named 
the Most Valuable Player of the game for his 
consistency all through the game. Both coaches 
were given plaques of recognition for their par- 
ticipation in this special event, sponsored by Pizza 
Italia under the auspices of Chawki E. Bara’kat the 
general manager. All players also received 
individual medals for their 'participation in the 
event. Bussam the asst manager and Mazem senior 




supervisor bom of whom are with Arab Food 
Services C'o.-P;zza Italia were on hand to award 
the trophies & medals to the participants. 

■ The Kuwait Pinoy Basketball League action 
continues with its championship round at the 
Kaifan High School Gym tomorrow. Friday, with 
a series of crucial & exciting games. The schedules 
arc as follows: 2:00 pm Nissan Al-Babtuin vs Kay 
& Associates. 3:30 pm Al Ghanim vs KRP. 5:00 
pm KDD vs Overland. 6:30 pm KPBC vs KHC- 
Bayan. 8:00 pm EF.l vs Trico. 

Nissan Al-babtain. leading 1-0 in it best of three 



GoldenState. , , r . Q n_ c 

j Rolando Blackman led Dallas 

v4lh 25 points. 

Results 

sr u: sr * 

ggr- \\l SEfe* ;jg 

isara sa- " 

Volvo tournament 

NEW HAVEN. Conn ecticuu March 
18. i APj: Michaci Chang. winner 9 r 
ikisi veaf s French Open, will play 10 
\ht Volvo Interns. tional tennis tour- 
nament. in New Haven, the tour- 
nament has announced- 

Chang joins (van Lendl and Mats 
Wilandcr at the SI million lour- 
narnent, to be hcldai Y ale University 
A lie 13-19. l! wiH.be his third 
appearance at die Volvo, which 
moved to Connecticut this year after 
livj years in Stratton, Vermont. 




Reyes: the All-Star MVP collects h:s award 


Ed De La Cruz (leflj receives his plaque Irom Bas- Danny Coaoli: Green team coach receives his 
sam. plaque 


Tne Red All-Star team. 

scries with K A I for the 9th place go for the clincher 
in tomorrow first game set at 2pm. Nissan is higly 
favoured to win but KAI is not out until its over as 
they've shown that they are capable of playing 
serious ball despite iheir depleted bench. 

' In ihe 2nd game. Al Ghanim and KRP. both 
sporting 0-1 cards in the Consolation Round, 
bailie each other for an important win that could 
push them up ihe standings. 

k DD goes up against Overland in the 3rd game 
hoping to prove that ns Elimination Round win 
overOTC was no fluke after a II. Overland however 
is not loo keen on this K DD prerogative and they 
are expected tyo go all out and exploit their oppon- 
ents depleted bench. 

In the 4th game KPBC battles KHC-Buyan. as 
the former prepares itself for that all important 
winner take all match against EEL KPBC is higly 
favoured to repeal over KHC-Buyan. however. 
Mr X -Ortega says otherwise and he promises to 
pul on a good show for every one. 

In the final game of the day. Trico Intemaiionl 
tries io keep its Championship hid alive when it 
tackles title favourite EEL Though losing to 
KPBC in last Friday's match, it has been proven 
that the Trico players are capable of playing 
serious ball, and if only they could iron out Iheir 
internal strifes. EEI might he in lor a big surprise. 

Once again. KPBL fans will be treated to a 
bonus of sorts as Trico International Door io 
Door courtesv of Don Jayantha Kunannangura 
shall he providing bus sen ice (Kuwait-Kaifan- 
Kuwaii i. Commuters are advised to visit the Trico 
office al the ground lloorol'Souk Al Waliyu for the 
bus' locations. 





Lotus start 
1990 GP 
season with 
new car 

CAMEL TEAM Lotus began 
their 1990 Grand Prix assault 
with the unveiling of their brand 
new Formula One challenger, 
the Camel Lotus type 102. lo be 
driven by number one driver 
Derek Warwick. 

The smaller, sleeker body of 
the Camel Lotus 102 showed the 
evolutionary progression over 
last year's successful chassis. 
Although the new Lamborghini 
VI2 powerptanl is longer than 
the previous Judd V8 engine, it is 
narrower and nestles neatly ben- 
eath the bodywork. 

‘‘The Lamborghini should 
give us more horsepower with 
reliability and is mated to a 
totally new transverse gearbox," 
said Camel Team Lotus tech- 
nical director Frank Dernie. who 
masterminded the development, 
ofthe 102. 

Despite the longer engine, the 
102 has only increased in length 
by 5 cm over last year's 10 1, 
thanks to the shortening of the 
distance between the engine and 
the gearbox output. 

The new engine being heavier 
and requiring more fuel, every 
component has been made as 
lighi as possible. "We have even 
saved half a kilo by making 
Derek a special light-weight hel- 
met ourselves, using the man- 
ufacturer's moulds," said Frank 
Dernie. 

"Now we have a V 1 2 engine we 
are back in ‘League One’ of 
Grand Prix racing together with 
the top teams and we intend to 
capitalise." said number one 
driver Derek Warwick (35.) who 
openly showed his enthusiasm 
for Camel Team Lotus' 1990 
Grand Prix plans: 

Twenty-five-year-old Martin 
Donnelly from' Belfast, North- 
ern Ireland, the team's new num- 
ber two driver, also showed his 
delight on his first full sighting of 
the new car. “I can't tell you how 
much getting into Formula One 
means to me. The car looks fan- 
tastic and I hope it isn't too long 
before I am pushing Derek hard 
on the track." 

For the first lime Camel Team 
Lotus cars will be powered by 
V12 Lamborghini engines. “We 
are happy to benefit from the 
backing of Lamborghini 
engines. "We are happy from the 
backing of Lamborghini," said 
team manager Rupert Man war- 
ing. "You need the support from 
a major engine manufacturer, 
who will push on with the 
development of the engine. That 
is the only way to succeed. 

“This is the second year that 
the engine will be used in For- 
mula 1 . so for us it is quite a good 
time lo join forces with Lambor- 
ghini. For any new engine the 
first year is always difficult. They 
made a lot of progress during the 
course of last year.” 

"Everybody at Team Lotus is 
well-aware of the history that 
goes along with Lhe name Lotus, 
and we’re ali determined to res- 
tore the Lotus name back to the 
winning ways." stated Manwar- 
ing. • 

"Our plan this year is to score a 
minimum of 40 championship 
points and we would like a win. 
The V 12 engine should be better 
than ail the V8's. so that should 
immediately put u$ in the front 
half of the grid. We don't have 
any doubt about our ability to 
produce a competitive car. and 
we hope to be always hustling for 
a position in the lop six. 

"We have a long-term plan." 
said technical director Frank 
Dernie. "Our objective is to build 
up the team lo a position where it 
can win the World Champion- 
ship. A capital expansion plan 
has been put together." 








England gain upper hand 

Malco lm stuns W . Indies 

B W ■ T* ■ y*. W „ -I ise. of the England team. He had 


PORT OF SPAIN, Trinidad, 
March 28, (Reuter): Fast bowler 
Devon Malcolm stunned West 
Indies by blasting out three bats- 
men in Four balls to give England 
the upper hand in the third 
cricketTest at Queen’s Park Oval 
yesterday. 

West Indies, 89 behind on first 
innings, had progressed 
smoothly to 100 for one when 
Malcolm transformed the shape 
of the match in one dramatic 
over. 

The Jamaican-born paceraan 
sent back Desmond Haynes, 
Carlisle Best and Jeff Dujon — 
the last two with consecutive 
deliveries — on the way to his 
best Test performance of five for 
74 on the fourth day. 

West Indies, 100 for four foll- 
owing Malcolm's triple strike, 
were indebted to staunch batting 
from the tailenders as they edged 
to 234 for nine — 145 ahead — - 
before bad light forced an early 
close. . , _ 

England lead 1-0 in Lhe five- 
match series after they won the 
first Test in Kingston and the 
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Gladstone Small shows his joy after dismissing Richie Richardson. 
(Reuter wirephoto) 

stumn. The loss of both Ezra Moseley 


stump. , _ 

Richie Richardson and uus 


first Test ID Rjngsion ana uic njbiiic — -- - 

second in Georgetown was a ban- Logie, the saviour 

. , -.1 _ i ii L....ia^ Rhi iflnmiK with a suoero vo. 


dotted without a ball bowled. 

The drama o f a compelling day 
started to unfold when paceraan 
Angus Fraser ended a first wicket 
partnership of 96 between Gor- 
don Greenidge and Haynes by 
having the former ibw on the 
front foot for 42. 

In the next over, Malcolm's 
13th, Haynes was turned round 
by a ball that straightened and 
was caught at head height by 


Allan Lamb in the gully for 45. 
Best was beaten both by pace 


and low bounce and was plumb 
lbw for nought second ball, while 
Dujon was bowled first ball by 
one that cut back to hit off 


first innings with a superb 98, 
halted the slump in a stand of 42 
in 8 1 minutes for the fifth wicket. 

Their partnership was broken 
by Malcolm shortly after tea 
when Logie tried to cut a ball that 
was too close to his body and he 
was well caught at shoulder 
height by Wayne Larkins at first 
slip for 20. 

Much now depended on the 
last pair of recognised batsmen, 
Richardson and Carl Hooper, 
but Gladstone Small produced a 
superb delivery to dismiss 
Richardson, the Antiguan edg- 
ing a leg cutler to second slip after 
scoring 34 jff 86 balls. 


and Hooper with the score at 200 
was a critical blow for West 
Indies after the pair had added 33 
for the seventh wicket. 

Moseley looked to attack and 
hit four boundaries in his 26 
before he was superbly caught at 
third slip by Lamb to give Mal- 
colm his first five-wicket haul in 
Tests. 

Two overs later Hooper was 
mn out when Curtly Ambrose 
pushed Malcolm to the left of 
Robin Smith at backward point, 
set off for an unlikely single and 
continued as far as the non-strik- 
er’s end. 

Hooper, instead of staying his 
ground, sacrificed his wicket to 
the delight, and no doubt surpr- 


ise, of the England team. He had 
made 1 0 in 82 minutes. 

Ambrose, swinging lustily, 
and Ian Bishop, who defended 
stoutly, put on 34 in 47 minutes 
for the ninth wicket before 
Fraser, coming round the wicket, 
had Ambrose caught behind for 
18. 

At the end of the same over, a 
Fraser bouncer to last man Cour- 
tney Walsh prompted the 
umpires to end the day’s play for 
bad light. . . 

When West Indies resumed at 
II without loss after Monday’s 
rest day, Haynes and Greenidge 
never looked in any real trouble 
on a pilch which was holding up 
well, apart from occasional low 
bounce. , 

The openers batted through 
the morning session, taking the 
score to 76 for no wicket at lunch 
and giving little hint of the 
hi ghl y-charged events to follow. 

Scoreboard 

WEST INDIES first innings 199 (G- 
Logie 98; Malcolm four lor 60) 

ENGLAND first innings 288 
(G.Gooch 84. W. Larkins 54 C. 
Ambrose four for 59) 

WEST INDIES second innings 
(overnight 1 1 tor no wicket) 

G. Greenidge lbw b Fraser _ 42 

D. Haynes c Lamb b Malcolm 45 ■ 

R. Richardson c Gooch b Small ....34 

C. Best lbw b Malcolm — -0 

J. Dujon b Malcolm 0 

G. Logie c Larkins b Malcolm -.20 

C. Hooper run out - 10 

E. Mosefey c Lamb b Malcolm 26 

C Ambrose c Russell b Fraser — 18 

1. Bishop not out - I 1 

C. Walsh notout — 0 

Extras (B-2 lb-13 w-1 nb-12) 28 

Total (nine wickets) _234 

Fall of wickets; 1-96 2-100 3-100 4- 
1 00 5-1 42 6-1 67 7-200 6-200 9-234. 

Bowling (to date): Malcolm 25-5- 
74-5. Small 21 -8-56-1, Capel 1 3-3-30- 
0. Fraser 23-4-59-2. 


Steeb, Cane 
face tests 
of nerve in 
Davis Cup 


scoring Jll ou Uiiua. — - — P — v ; _ — 

World squad tames British Isles 


LONDON. March 28. (Reuter): 
Continents apart but united by deter- 
mination. Carl-UweStccband Paolo 
Cane have everything to prove in the 
second round of the Davis Cup this 
weekend. 

Without the pillar of Boris Becker, 
it is Steeb who must guide Cup hol- 
ders West Germany through a tricky 


away tie against Argentina. 

A clav court — the favourite 


A clay court — the favourite sur- 
face of the South Americans ■ and 
the frenzied and noisy participation 
of the Buenos Aires tennis fans, are 
two obstacles which Steeb must 
negotiate if he is to live up to his 
promise that the team can succeed 
even without Becker. 

The Wimbledon and US Open 
champion, stalwart of the West Ger- 
man campaign for five years and 
architect of their two successive vic- 
tories i n the final, is taking time ofT to 
concentrate on his dream of becom- 
ing world number one. 

But despite dropping out of the 
Cup. Becker’s plans have already suf- 
fered a setback. Stefan Ed berg over- 
took him for the number two spot by 
reaching the final of the Inter- 
national Players' Championships 
last Sunday. 

Becker is a voluntary absentee 
from the C up but Edberg was denied 
the chance of trying to win back the 
trophy this year when I taly. tha nks to 
Cane, knocked out Sweden in the 
first round. 

While Sweden, four limes cham- 
pions and finalists for the last seven 
years, face the shame of the world 


Players of both teams with Bob Green and Ahmed Safa holding their Porsche cars. 


A REST of the World squad, drawn 
from members of the Apollo Club 
(Holiday Inn), beat a British Isles 
team from the same club 6-3 in 


squash match on Sunday. The match 
was level 3-3 after the first six mat- 
ches. 


The match bad originally been a 
challenge by England but due to the 
non-availability ofa few of the Engl- 
ish players, the net was extended to 
include ail British players. The Rest 
of the World side included Kuwaitis. 
Palestinians, a Lebanese, an Egyp- 
tian.aSri Lankan and an Australian. 


The hardest fought match was bet- 
ween the top players of each team, 
with Adrien King (England) just los- 
ing out to Ahmed Safa (Lebanon) 
after about an hour on the court. 

King's powerful shots dominated 
the match, but his ail-round game 
was not enough to move Safa to all 
corners of the court. In the final 
game, Safa’s superior fitness was 
enough to swi ng the match his way. 

Results (British Isles names first) 

Adrien King lost 2-3 to Ahmed 
Safa (captain); Mike Lee beat 
Mohammed Borai 3-0; Bob Green 


(captain) beat Rashad K. 3-0; Jane 
Drake lost to ADan Labrooy 0-3; 
Glynn Gattland lost to Nabeel 
Qadoumi 0-3; David Lancaster beat 
Clive de ViUiers 3-2, Pad Everson 
lost to Nabed P. 0-3; Geny McEyoy 
losttoTouficLawland l-3andJulien 
Thornton lost to Micheline 03. 

The match was arranged by 
Apollo Club manageres Juhe DenL 
and joke red noses were provided to 
all players. After the match. Holiday 
Inn Hotel provided everyone with a 
running buffet and the team cap- 
tains were each presented with a Por- 
sche sports car. 


Nicklaus embarks on new career 
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England play ers celebrate after getting rid of Ambrose. (Reuter wirepiioto) 

‘Brazil have Lim wins Sheikhai 

become 


Italia n Officials said yeskxday^ 


vulnerable’ 


SAN JOSE, March 28, (Reuter): 
Brazil have become vulnerable 
since the days of Pele, the team s 
former World Cup midfielder 
Socrates said yesterday. 

“ Brazil won three World Cups 
for. one specific reason — the 
presence of the best footballer in 
the world,” Socrates said on a 
visit to Costa Rica. “Since Pele 
left, Brazil is like the rest — it can 
win or lose.” . . 

Pele helped Brazil to win the 
1958 and 1970 World Cups but 
was unable to play the 1 962 final, 
which the side also won, after 
pulling a muscle in an earlier 
match. 

Socrates, who met members of 
the first Costa Rican side to reach 
the Cup finals, said the Brazilian 
team for this summer’s comped- . 
lion in Italy were much stronger 
in defence than they were a few 
years ago but weaker in attack. 

Costa Rica arein group C witii 
Brazil, Sweden and Scotland in 
Italy but Socrates, who played in 
the 1982 and 1986 World Cups, 1 
advised the players not to be 
Frightened by the prospects. 

“You must not come to the 
World Cup with a sensation of 
inferiority, of feeling you are a 
lesser team. You must believe in 
your potential.'' he told them. 

Socrates rated both Brazil and 
Sweden far above the Scots, who 
he said had failed to “Define 
their game,” We said the match 
against Scotland would be Costa 
Rica’s best chance for a win. He 
advised the Costa Rican players 
to pay particular attention to 
their psychological preparation. 

“Internal preparation is fun- 
damental — you must give your- 
self totalling to the job,” he said. 
“The Europeans need very 
intense physical development 
because they are far less creative 
but here it’s very important to 
develop a player’s creativity.” 


Norway triumph 


Becker is a voluntary ansemee SCOTTSDALE, Ariz., March 28. (Reuter): Jack 

om the C up but Edberg was denial Nicklaus, the ‘Golden Bear of goir and one of the 

2EBXS? th^nkJ w greatest players of all time, embarks on a new career 

knocked out sWden in the at the age of 50 this week when he tees ofTas the ‘cub’ 

rst round. of the PGA Senior Tour. 

While Sweden, four limes cham- Nicklaus admits he does not yet feel ready to go 
ions and finalists Tor the last seven out to pasture on the senior circuit, but his com- 
ars. face the shame of the world petitive spirit is bound to return when he meets his 

oup qualifying round in Septem- oW adversaries Lee Trevino, Arnold Palmer, Gary 

t, Ca nehas lod^onsirajc tnai h is player. Bob Charles, Billy Casper and George 

Archer. 


All of these stars who in their era dominated the 


BELFAST, Northern Ireland, 
March 28, (AP): Central defen- 
der Erland Johnsen struck with a 
superb last-minute header to give 
Norway a 3-2 victory over Nor- 
thern Ireland in an exhibition 
soccer international yesterday. 
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sport will be staging a reunion in the tradition, an “It was a useful exerase tor us 
5800,000 event which begins tomorrow at the 6,837- in our European Championship 

j Mima r>F rtiA rwrr Mmmiain Golf hnildim.” said Norwegian man- 


three superb match wins in Italy's 3-2 
victory were no fluke. 

Suspended by his national federa- 
tion last year for bad behaviour and 
public criticism of officials, the fieiy 
Cane was welcomed back into the 
fold like a prodigal son after Italy’s 
surprise win in Cagliari. 

But the notoriously fickle Italian 
fans will soon forget Cane's first- 
round triumphs if he fails to conjure 
up a repeat performance against 
Austria on Vienna's indoor clay 
courts. 

American hopes of winning back 
the Cup they have taken 28 times 
the last eight years ago have been 
hit by Andre Agassi's decision not io 
play. 

Agassi, who moved up to world 
number four after beating Edberg in 
the international players' final in Key 
Biscayne. pulled out two days after 
being named to the squad which will 
play Czechoslovakia in Prague. 


yard Cochise course of the Desert Mountain Golf 
club. 

The tournament falls the week before the Mas- 
ters, in which Nicklaus is also playing and which he 
won in 1986 aged 46. He plans to play a mixture of 
senior and regular PGA Tour events and has set 
himself a goal of winning a tournament and both 
Tours in the same year. 


buildup,” said Norwegian man- 
ager Ingvar Stadheim. “I’m 
more than satisfied with the per- 
formance.” 

Norway was better organised 
and more penetrating than the 
Irish who have won only three of 
their last S 9 internationals. 


Fillon takes lead in Merit Series 

.. .... in • _ A A. 1 . 1 If 


HADRIEN Fillon of France 
won two of three races last 
Friday, the first day of the Merit 
Spring Series of the Messilah 
Beach Windsurfing Club. Stevie 
Hutchinson (sponsored by the 
Sultan Center) also won a race 
but is in position third overall, 
behind Abdul Rahman Bahman 
(sponsored by Qabazard) in 
second place. 

The course was set as a stan- 
dard Olympic triangle with a 
large up-wind leg. The starting 


boat was positioned at the 
leeward mark. The wind was 
Force 3, northerly, offshore, so 
all the board-shilors rigged up 
their biggest sails. 

The first race got off to a clean 
start, although Fouad Haraken 
was left well behind as he missed 
the warning horn. The race fini- 
shed with Fillon first, Bahman 
second and Mike Quinn third. 

The second race saw a good 
start by Stuart Large, who was 
first to the windward mark but 


was soon overtaken by Hutchin- 
son, who streaked past Large 
and wen t on to win the race by the 
greatest winning margin seen this 
year. Bahman was again .second 
followed by Fillon in third place. 

The third and final race was a 
classic battle between the win- 
ners of the previous two races. 
Both board sailors never lost 
sight of each other and kept 
covering each other's posi tion to 
the wind. Fillon was on his Fan- 
atic Cat and Hutchinson on a 


Mistral Equipe. After about half 
an hour’s sailing, it was Fillon 
first but only a split second ahead 
of Hutchinson with Bahman this 
time in third place. 

•The top Merit standings: 
f. Hadrien Fillon 4.5; 2. Abdul 
Rahman Bahman 7.00; 3. Stevie 
Hutchinson 8.75; 4. Mike Quinn 
12; 5. Bob Green 17; 6. Stuart 
Large 17; 7. Fouad Harakesh 25; 
8. Dicimar K am phans 26; 9. 
Ladislao Pascoe 28; 10. Mike 
Revey 30. 


The decision sparked a row with 
US captain Tom Gorman who ques- 
tioned Agassi's commitment to 
Davis Cup play. Agassi, veteran of 
five Cup campaigns, responded by 
dubbing Gorman "a follower in a 
leader's position.” 

To take Agassi's place. Gorman 


tv. .‘v 


has brought in Aaron Krickstein. 
another of the seven A mericans in the 
world top 10. 

Former Wimbledon champion Pat 
Cash, trying to make a comeback 
after 10 months off with an Achilles 
tendon injury, found that defeat in 
the first round in Key Biscayne led to 
him being dropped from the Aus- 
tralian side meeting New Zealand 
this weekend. 
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All lhe winners with irieir prizes. 


C.S.LIM. 27handicap Korean businessinaitwan foeSheikhan AI Fara 
GoifTrophy at the Hunting and Equestrian GolfCl ublast Friday. This - 
important competition counts towards the dub championship tsaep 
annually under the sponsorship of Shdkhan A1 Farsi, a prominent. 

Kuwaiti busine ssm an who has not only been a stron gsupporter otgou.' 
m Kuwait but also played the game for many years. . •, V 

Fifty- eight players turned out for the competition early and enjoyed > 
ideal weather conditions for the first six holes of play,, than a gatefora 

Shim was nearest the pin in two strokes onthe par-4 fourth. . yv-v, . pm),2456293.(^®n 
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The Kuwait team ivith mechanics arid backupcrew w 

Lloyd fi nishes 6th in Du 


An action shot of one of the series. 


Fillon start otf for the first. 


THE 1990 Dubai Kart Grand 
Prixwas held last weekend, with 
drivers from Holland, Ger- 
many, UK. Canada. PhiHipines. 
Dubai. Oman and Kuwait all 
competing at the Jebel Ali Rac- 
eway. 

Kuwait was represented by 
Simon Lloyd. John Ogilvie. 
Neil Gardiner and James Lan- 
ger from Ahmadi Kart Racing, 
ali sponsored by Emirates 
Airline, but it soon became clear 
that the local opposition was 
going to be tough to beat on 
their home ground. 

The course was a very deman- 
ding one and in time trials on 
Thursday afternoon, the Dubai 
drivers showed that they knew 
every inch of asphalt. Despite a 
lack of practice, the Ku wait- 
team recorded respectable lap 
. times with Lloyd achieving 8th 
position for the grid line up. 

The heats, which were held on 
Friday morning in order to 
divide the field into finals for the 
Dubai Grand Prix and the 
Pirelli International Grand 
Prix. proved to be eventful with 
Lloyd losing a front tire. Ogilvie 


losing an exhaust and Langer 
shunted off the track. The front 
now spots for .the Dubai GP- fin- 
als went lo Dubai's Dion ' 
Kooyman and Mike Wilkes, 
with these two set to dominate, 
the lead in each of the finals. 

Lloyd staiiedfroni 14th posi- 
tion. for.the Dubai GP and with .- 
some magnificent driving, maiF 
iged tofinish 5 th, 7th and 6th in 
he three finals giving him an 
overall 6thplace. Kooyman was 
the clear winner with- Wilkes ' 
2nd and Jimmy Pahgflinan'3rd. 

In the Pirelli GP,.Ogilvie was- 
exduded in. the first final, for 
again losing an exhaust and. ; 
retired after finishing 4th in the 
. second final with fractured ribs. 
Gardiner drove a steady race to 
gain 6tii, 7th and 7th places and : 
an overall 7th. Langer, despite a - 
snrashed wheel and another kart, 
perched on his shoulder, man- 
aged to complete all races and 
finish J 1th overall. Winner of 
the Pirelli GP was. Abdullah A1 ' 
, Gailh and Saeed Hussain. 2nd : 
and Kai Weick 3rd. 

One of the attractions of the 
event were the 125cc water- 


’ cooled -jeaHxw 
corae~; .from". '.Gerjriany\ ahq 
HoHand. Seven of foese. karis-^ 
hadfcome to competem 
for the first ‘rin^: awf great* 
"interest v«a.shown nc^stdass;;- 
as bothDubai KGandAhraadi 


rad rig in tire near filture- After. 

an exciting.2 beats and 

the winner was EgbertjK«bspft ; 

. from Holland. : "v " V : - 


•• The list event of 

the'" JnieriiatibnaF '“Tdain 


from DubaivOmahKOT^tandi 
125 E ur 0 pev; O^ttyie was ; 
replaced by. Peter Wakdey- w 

the Kuwah'Emirates'Tbambui 

up against the best four drivers 
from Dubai and ,Orrtan plus the 
superior 1 25 class, "there" no; 

chance for revenge and Dpbar 
again captured thatrophy - ' 


At a recepti 0 n in -the evening 
Dubai’s International Hotel; 


'chairman, ot Dul»i. Kart Gw, 
and 2 ?nten»tional-rally: ehaj 

pioL Mohammed Bin Sulky 











